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X HE Treatise now offered to the attention of the 
Public, (although written for the more immediate infor- 
mation and instruction of Constables,) it is humbly 
presumed will be found to contain details interesting to 
every member of the community, who may be desirous 
of knowing, without much trouble, in what manner the^ 
general Police of the country is conducted, .and how 
the peaceful subject is, or ought to be, protected against 
those public wrongs which render life and pfopj^rty;. 
insecure, in cases where society is afflicted by the com- 
joiission of moral, pcjlitical, or criminal offences. ^ ^ 

The Work in question may be considered as an epi*: 
tome of those guards which the Legislature and thu 
Common Law have established, for the protection of the 
innocent against the corrupiion of morals, and other 
acts of minor delinquency, including the higher offences 
affecting life and pn perty: and also for the Security of 
the Sovereign and his Government against traitprous 
and seditious conspiracies. 

As every individual in the general intercourse of 
society, who may suffer an injury cognizable by law, 
|)as^ a claim upon the ministers of Justice for their 
assistance and protection, it cannot fail to be a matter 
of peculiar interest to know; under every circumstance, 
where relief- is to be found, and how to proceed on 
every emergency when offences are first ccmmitted, 
with a view to that redress which the nature of the. 
case may require. 

It is humbly presumed that this knowledge will be 
acquired by an attentive perusal, and by an occasional 
reference to the instructions offered in this Treatise to 
the consideration of Constables. 

From the general arrangement of the Work, it wiU 
be seen that the laws now in being form an excellent 
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system of ethics : that they are in general well calcu- 
lated to repress most of the evils which afflict society ; 
and that the inconveniences which are experienced, are 
chiefly to be traced to the imperfection of the general 
system of Police, as it relates to their diie and proper 
execution. 

This obvious state of things has excited in the 
Author a strong and anxious desire to contribute, as 
far as circumstances will permit, to the improvemeVit of 
this system, by explaining (in terms divested of tech- 
nical Qbscurity) to every denomination of Peace Officers 
those indispensable duties which they are called upon 
to perform, and which are necessary to give effect to 
executive Justice; by shewing; them in the progress of 
their instruction, not only the evil tendency of the 
offences they are enjoined, to repress, but also the «rd- 
vantages which rnay be derived from Jteal and activity, 
as well as the penalties and punishments which are 
attached to a: neglect of the various functions which 
Constables are imperiously called upon by the Common 
JLaw, and by the Legislature, to execute for the benefit 
of the public. 

, To those who may be induced to honour this Work 
with an attentive perusal, it will be obvious how exten- 
sive and interesting these functions have become in th« 
progress of society ; and how much depends oil this 
important trust being committed to able, prudent^ and 
iw/^///g^^n/ individuals. • 

It will be here seen how much thfe public loses by a 
relaxed system in the ghbice of officers assigned to 
keep the peace; and the objects which are t0 be gained 
by National and practical improvements. 

It will also be acknowledged on thejperusal of this 
Work, contrary to the vulgar prerjudice, which has 
had too great. a tendency to (legrade the office iiid 
character of a Constable, that the duties required ate 
now become so multiplied and extensive, and of sttch 
importance to the interests of society, tMt at least a 
certain degree of resoectabiliiy ought tb attach where 
so much depends on tbe proper execution of ttte powifers 
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which are in ihany instances conceded. That a know- 
ledge of the duty to be performed should be an indis- 
pensable qualification ; and that probitjr and discretion 
to apply this knowledge usefully, should ever be in the 
view of those to whom the selection and the choice are 
committed. 

In proportion as these objects are attained, will the 
benefits to the comniunity be extended; not only as 
they apply to the improved state of morals, but also 
with respect to the public security in the diminution of 
crimes and other penal offences. 

James Street, Westminster^ 
lotb January, 1803, 
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SHE Author entertains a humbU, hit confident hope, thai 
in addition to the advantages which may arise from this 
Work, as they relate to Constables in particular^ and the 
Public in general — the acting Magistrates 'may find it an 
usejul compendium with respect to not a few of those parti- 
cular minor offences requir ivg frequent appeals to their 
judgment and decision^ in a summary way; while at the 
same time the Statuses which are quoted will in some degree 
answer the purpose of an Index, by speedily directing the 
attention to fuller information^ where convictions become 
necessary. And it is further to be hoped, that (he synopsis 
or summary vie^y which is given, of the penalties applicable 
to those minor offences cognizable fy Justices, which do most 
frequently occur^ may assist the memory in cases where it 
may be found desirable to admonish and jorewarn the 
unwary^ and to arrest the hands of evil doers, by a concise 
and familiar promulgation of the laws applicable to those 
local or peculiar shades of delinquency which do most gene- 
rally prevail ; and thereby to benefit society^ by lessemng the 
demand for punishment. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

On the Ancient and Modem Practice ^ as it relates to 
the Appointment and Functions of Constables and 
other Peace Officers {with Suggestions for the Im-^ 
provement of the System. 

It has been generally admitted, that the office of Constable is as 
old as the Monarchy of England, The Statute of Winchester, 
m^de in the 13th year of Edward L (anno 1285) appears to be the 
first instance on record^ of any systematic arrangement^ explana- 
tory of the functions and duties of peace officers. 

This act appoints two Constables to be chosen in every hun- 
dredy and such seems to have been the attention of the Legisla- 
ture, at that early period, to the police of the country, ^^That 
suspicious night-walkers are ordered to be arrested and detained by 
the wutchy^ These Constables were also " to make the view of 
armour^ and present defaults of armour^ and of suits of towns and 
highways f and such as lodge strangers in uplandisb towns ^ for whish 
they wilt not answer,*^ 

A subsequent statute, made in the 5th year of Edward III, 
cap. 14 (1332), empowers Constables *^ to arrest persons jus^ 
pected of manslaughter, felonies f and robberies f and to deliver them 
to the sheriff to be kept in prison till the coming of the justices.** 
And another act, of the 34th of the same reign, cap. i, (anno 1361) 
empowers the justices (inter alia) ** to inquire after wanderers, to 
arrest and imprison suspicious persons of evil fame to give security 
for good behaviour, so that the people may not be troubled by riotertp 
nor the peace blemished; nor merchants, or others travelling on the 
highways, be disturbed, or put in peril, by such offenders." 

In the progress of society, it was found necessary not only to 
increase the number of peace officers, but also to extend their 
functions ; and, in addition to this, certain modifications appear 
to have taken place ; since, a superior officer, denoniinated zHigb 
Constable, (who probably may have existed in some shape in the reign 
of Edward I.) was, after a certain period, found necessary, to preside 
over the inferior peace officers in each district ; land also, to exercise 
certain separate and distinct functions, applicable to the general 
p' U:eof the hundred, franchise, lathe, rape, wapentake, or division^ 
<sicvjrding to the various names in different counties which are 
given to the district comprehending this officer's jurisdiction. 

The High Constable was anciently, under the feudal isystem, 
chosen by ^he sheriff pf each county in his toum or perambula- 
tions through tl^e county, while the other peace officers (who as- 
sume the difierent names of Constable, Headborough, Thirdborough, 
Eoroughead, Borsholder, Tithingman^ asd Chief Pledge)^ were, in 
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process of time, appointed by the Lords of the Leet, or what is 

fencfaliy called the Leet Jury, or Coi^ft, where the steward of the 
^ord of the particular Manor (for which Constables are to be 
choseti) presides. 

In modern times, however, it has been the custom to choose the- 
High Constables by a majority of the magistrates present at the ses- 
sions^ or by the greater number of the justices of the division.* With 
respect to the other peace officers, certain changes have also taken 
place, in the mode of appointing them, since, m districts where 
no court leets are held, or have fallen into disuse, the Constables 
are chosen by the vestries of the parishes, and other authorities 
peculiar to cities and large towns ; and, in cases where leet juries^ 
parishes, -or other authorities, omit to choose peace officers, the 
justices of the district take upon them, as conservators of the peace, 
to fill up chasms, by nominating and swearing Constables for 
every village or place, where none have been appointed \ and they 
have also authority to fill up vacancies in cases of death or re« 
inoval within the vcar, that the police of the country may not 
suffer an injury from the want of the usual number of peace 
officers. 

By the 13th and 14th of Charles II. cap. la, // fs enacted 
^^ that if a Constable die, or go out of the parish^ any two justice^ 
may make and swear a new one, until the lord shall hold a leet, or 
until the next quarter sessions, who shall approve of the officer so 
made, or shall choose another^ And if any officer shall continue 
above M year, the justices, in sessions, may discharge him and put in 
another, until the lord shall hold a court.^' 

Such is the practice, which prevails in the different counties of 
England and Wales, with respect to the choice and appointment 
of Constables. In the city of London the practice varies. Each 
<jf the 25 wards is divided into precincts, the inhabitants of which 
nominate the Constables each year on St. Thomas's day, who are 
afterwards appointed or rejected in the wardmote, ana when the 
numbers are complete, they are afterwards sWorn into office be- 
fore the Court of Aldermen on the next Monday after the 
Twelfth Day. But, besides the local Constables, the Corpora- 
tion of London exercises the privilege of appointing as many ex- 
traordinary peace officers as the exigency of the case may seem to 
require, who have all the powers of Constables within the city. 

The regular Constables, according to ancient usage^ Ought to 
be freemen: but substitutes are allowed, and nearly two-thirds of 
the whole number are, generally, of that description, in London ; 
an arrangement unavoidable, in the present state of society^ where 
so few are to be found, among the freemen, whose important 
pursuits will admit of that labour and attention which is now 

• In the City and Liberty of Westminster there is an exception to this^ 
Rule, tJie High Constable under the authority of the Act 31st of Geo. 11. 
cap. x7* bein^chosea by the High Steward and Leet jury. 
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indispensable on the part of a Constable, who wilt conscientiously 
do his duty. Among other functions, the wardmote-inquest Con-^ 
stables, are enjoined by ancient usage, ** to certify the namef place 
** of abode, and profession or trade, of every stranger, who shall 
'* come to inhabit in thwr precinct, and to keep a roll thereof; 
^* for this purpose, they ought to make inquiry, at least once a 
** month, what persons have lately come to lodge there, and If 
** they find they have been ejected from any other ward/ir iad 
** Kvingf or any misdemeanor, and refuse to give security for 
** their g(iod behaviour, warning is to be given them, and also to 
'< their landlords, that they depart ; and on refusal, it would 

seem, by the taws of the city, that they mav be imprisoned, 

and their landlords fined a year's rent, agreed for by such new 
** comer.*' — Calthir: Customs of London. 

By the statute of the 31 Geo. II. cap. 17, Constables, within 
the city and liberty of Westminster, are chosen in the court leet, 
where the High Steward appointed by the dean of the cathe* 
dralof St. Peter presides. The leet jury has a power to choose 
80 Constables, whose functions differ, in no respect, fr^m peace 
officers in general. 

In those parishes, in the counties of Middlesex and Surry^ 
which now make a part of the metropolis, the Constables are 
chosen partly by the leet juries (where such ancient institutions 
have not fallen into disuse), and where, they do not exist, they are 
chosen by the parishes, and sworn by the resident justices. 

But, besides the Constables chosen annually, under the differ* 
rent establishments already mentioned, parliament has found it 
necessary to create a new class, generally denominated Police Con* 
UabUSf who derive their powers immediately from the Legisla- 
ture. The act of the 32 Geo. III. since renewed by the statute 
of the 42 Geo. '11 1, cap, 76, gives to 56 stipendiary Consta- 
bles, duly appointed and sworn by the justices of die seven public 
offices in Westminster, Middlesex, and Surry,—" All such 
*^ powersy privileges, and advantages^ as any Constable now has, or 
** hereafter may have, by virtue of any law or statute now^jnade, or 
** bere^ter to be made.*^ And another act, madejn^e 39th apd 
4.0th year of Geo. III. cap. 87, for the more effectual preventing of 
** depredations on the river Thames,*^ authorises the three magis- 
trates, appointed by his Majesty, to preside at thetXbapdes Belice 
at Wapping, to employ and swear in a superior and inferior class 
of stipendary river and land officers, namely^ First, 30 police sur- 
veyors, " with the authority of Constables, in the counitif of Mid" 
^* dlesex, Surry, Kent, and Essex, ahd the liberty of the Tower 
•* of Lmdon, and with the power of injecting and directing the 
'^ conduct of the other Constables, under the control of the Thames 
V Ptdice Justices ; andalsp, ajhpersons emfJoyed in ships and'Ves^ 
" sels on the Rimr TJtames, and the wharf t^adjoimngi, within 
** their jurisdiction, for the^.putpose tf- prevent in£3':offfnc^f^ and of 
" detecting and apprehending per/ons commit tit^ jelonie$i larcenies, 
^* and n^tdemewen. S^ctrnd, 9, competent numbeil of per^na^ 
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** having all tbi common fowers of Constables^ in tbe said four 
^< counties and libertjf, whtcb any other Constable can exercise with'' 
** in bis Constablewick" 

Hence, in the progress of society^ • it appears, that various mo- 
difications have taken place in the ancient system, as it respects 
Constables, both ivith regard to the mode of appointment, and 
the specific functions assigned to them to perform. 

During the present, and the six preceding reigns, the Legisla- 
ture has aissigned a variety of new duties to Constables in general, 
vhich made jio part of their ancient functions. They are not 
now, as formerly, ministerial officers, merely to preserve the 
king's peace, to prevent crimes and misdemeanors, and to detect 
and apprehend delinquents committing oiFences ; their duties at 
present extend to a variety of other objects, as they relate to the 
army, tbe militia, the revenue, and tbe parochial police^ i^c. as will 
appear in this work. They are called upon to execute a great va- 
riety of modern statutes, and are subject to penalties if they re- 
fuse or neglect to perform the duties assigned them. At the same 
time, advantages are held out as a stimulus to vigilance and acti- 
vity, by many modern statutes, which the Author of this Trea- 
tise has endeavoured to elucidate and explain. 

The result of this disquisition shews, that the original institu* 
tiohs has unavoidably undergone a variety of modifications, and 
that stipendiary Constables have been found indispensably necessary, 
at least in the metropolis, to guard the public agamst acts of violence 
and depredation. Substitutes, in consequence of the advanced state 
•of society, appear to have become also, in «ome degree necessary, 
who may be considered as another class of officers, with salaries, 
since they receive a certain annual gratuity from their principals, 
for performing the duties of their office. \ 

Hence, it appears, that there exist, at present, six different 
classes of Constables tntt^is kingdom. 

1st. Parochial Constables, under the ancient system, to whom 
it Is as^ignedy gratuitously, to txecute the duties of peace officers, 
for the year in which they are chosen. 

2d. Substitute Constables, who may be considered, in a certain 
degree, as stipendiary officers, in as much as they voluntarily take 
upon them the duties, in consequence of the remuneration gvant* 
ed them by their principals. 

3d. Special Constables, who are appointed by justices on the 
spur of the occasion to execute 'some specific duty, for which they 
are generally rewarded, and where the act of the 40 of Geo. III. 
cap. 78, has provided for their expenses. 

4tb. Constables, under the seven public ofilices in the metropo- 
liS) who have salaries. 

5th. Thames Police Surveyors, and subordinate Constables, 
having jurisdiction on the river and its vicinity, ditto.- 

6th. Bow-street Constables and Patroles, who have also salaries. 
r It is highly probable, that the number of stipendiary Consta- 
l>les, .acting in the character of substitutesj in the different great 
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towns and opulent districts in the kingdom, have greatly increas- 
ed of late years, although i: is impossible to ascertain to what ex- 
tent; butv wherever this n found necessary, and that such an 
indulgence is granted to the principal, the public interest requires 
that the person who is accepted as a deputy, should possess all the 
qualifications necessary to guarantee to the community, an ailg, 
faithfuty 2xsA prudent discharge of the duty assigned nim. He 
ought (as the law requires), to be idoneus homo, possessing the 
three qualifications which are indispensably necessary in the prin- 
cipal who he represents, namely : • 

I. Honesty, to execute his ofSce without malice, affection, or 
partiality. 

2* Knowledge, to understand his duty in all its branches. 

3. Ability, as well in estates zs in tody, to enable him to act 
-with firmness and independence, that the public interest may not 
suffer through want or impotency. 

And, to ensure these advantages to tjie community, it might, 
perhaps, prove beneficial, if all substitutes were rejected who 
could not find security for the proper execution of the office. 

Constables, Substitutcf. 

In the city of London, out of about 250 there are about 150 
In the City and Liberty of Westminster 
In the division of Holborn - - - 
In the division of Finsbury - - - 
In the division of the Tower Hamlets, 1 
and Liberty -----..-/ 
In the division comprehending South- 1 



wark, &c. 



80 in 1802 - 
96 ditto 
83 , ditto 


31 
20 


236 ditto ^ - 


64 


87 there are about 


46 



' Total Parish Constables 832 330 

Deduct Substitutes 330 

Total Principals - 50a Substitutes 330 

In the whole of the metropolis, therefore, there appears to be 

five different classes of peace officers, namely : 

ist. Parochial Constables, serving in their own right gra- 
tuitously, about - - - - - - - ^Q2 

2d. Stipendiary Parochial Substitues, receiving a stipend 
from their principals, about - - - '- - ^^o 

3d, Ditto, Police Constables, at the seven public * ■ 

offices, established by Act of Parliament - 56 832 

4th. Ditto, Police Surveyors Constables, and 
Water Officers at the Thames Police, estab* 
listed by Act of Parliament, about - - - 80 

^tth. Ditto, Bow-street Officers and Patroles, to 
prevent and detect highway robberies, &c. &c. 77 

^^3 



Total in the metropolis 1045 
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Thus, it would seem, that imperious necessity, arising from the 
present state of society and manners, has rendeivd it impossible to 
execute the duties assigned to Const^les in large and opulent 
communities, without resorting to stipendiary officers to a certain 
extent, and hence the propriety is obvious or selecting fit and able 
men, and such as are qv^Mficd accordtng to law. A reference to 
the various multiplied duties, explained and detailed in the suc- 
ceeding pages, points out this necessity in the strongest colours, to 
those to whom it is assigned, to appoint peace officers. 

Wherever the same system, with regard to substitutes, applies to 
the principal cities and large towns in other parts of the kingdom » 
a similar caution is necessary ; and as the principals, in all instances^ 
are at least virtually understood to be answerable for any default or 
misconduct on the part of their deputies, such principals ought not 
to grudge a small additional expense to pro<5ure reputable and fit men 
to represent them : and, above all, to reject those who solicit 
such an office for a trifling premium, since such solicitation indi- 
cates a desire, on their parts, to avail themselves of the power 
with which it invests them, either to turn it into a rod of oppres* 
si6n, or to affi^rd them the means of accepting bribes for concealing 
offencesy or compounding felonies^ or otherwise extorting or receiving 
' money to omit names in their returns of persons eligible to serve 
on juries y or in the militia^ or to screen publicans or others, from 
their just proportion of soldiers who ought to be quartered upon 
them ; or to omit reporting disorderly ale-houses, bawdy-houses, 
illegal lotteries, and other nuisances. 

When substitutes are less than half paid for /air and honest la^ 
lour, which must at all events be performed in the course of the 
year, they must resort to undue means, in many instances, to 
make up the difference. The labour, particularly as it applies to 
the militia returns^* to the billeting soldiers^ juries^ attendance upon 
the courts ofjustice^ and other indispensable duties^ is so excessive, 
and occupies so much time, and requires so great a degree of 

• The 144 Constables, in the different Divisions of Westminster, Holbom, 
and Finsbury, return annifaUy above 70,000 names of persons eligible to serve 
in the Militia. In tlie Division of the Tower Hamlets and Southwark the 
number returned annually is probably more :— the labour of which, if con- 
ducted with probity and accuracy, must be allowed to be excessive : to illus- 
trate which, the following summary view is given of the number of Cm*. 
staSles and Anises^ and also xht population of tlie different militia divisions and 
sub -divisions in the Metropolis, viz* 
2>ivisions. Consubles. Houses. Papulation* 

1st. City of London - - - 250 18,338 129,5^8 

r City and Libertv of Westminster • 80 18,219 «53i«7a 

ad. < Division of Holborn - - - -96 81,815 i75»8ao 

(. Division of Finsbury • - - 83 10,939 73ift68 

^d. Tower Hamlets, and Liberty - - 236 3^)953 189,293 

4th. Southwark, and Vicinity - - - 87 24, 170 ^87j745 

■■ ■ ■ m^tmmimmmmmmm 

S32 125)433 858,926 
Out Parishes in the Metropolis not included in the > ^ 

above Divisions ..... J * ^ 98^ i'939 
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accuracy and attention, that no man can, with justice to himself, 
undertaKe this and the other indispensable duties of a substitute^ 
for the common premium from 5I. to lol. a year. 

From the vast importance of the duty of a Constable, as ex- 
plained in this Work, and frpm the great interest which the pubKc 
at large must naturally feel, wfth respect to its due and proper 
execution ; it is sincerely to be hoped that it may produce an im- 
provement in the system, with respect to the choice of peace offi* 
cers hereafter. It is of the utmost consequence to society, that 
they should be men of good moral character, and, in a certain de- 
gree respectable ; and, were the remuneration for substitutes^' 
more adequate, it rs not improbable, when all the other advan- 
tages are considered, which are detailed in the following pages 
(and which, it is believed, were never, till now, before the public 
in the same collected view), that men of intelligence, who have 
preserved their integrity, under the frowns of fortune, would be 
found, who would offer themselves as substitutes, and ivho would 
devote their time and attention to the various duties of the office, 
and execute the same with zeal, accuracy, and pfobity. 

From those, who serve in their own right, it is to be feared 
that little more can be expected than what is indispensably neces^- 
saryy inasmuch as it is a duty of compulsion which is undertaJcen 
reluctantly, and executed to no extent beyond what is found to be 
unavoidable ; and without any other object than to pass.throvgh 
their year without incurring penalties by omitting to do that which 
the law specifically requires, and which can, on no account, be 
left undone. 

It is, therefore (with perhaps some e^^^eptions), . from police 
officers and respectable substitutes only, that vigour and energy in 
all the ramifications of duty are to be looked for, and therefore 
the improvement of the system with respect to Deputy Consta- 
bles becomes a most important desideratum. 

These observations apply to every populous community in the 
kingdom. Con&tables are the principal engines by which the 
laws are to be put in execution, and it is of the greatest impor- 
tance that they should be zealousy active^ and efficients The ob- 
ject of this publication is to afford them an opportunity of under* 
standing their duty without much trouble, by details which are, 
for the most part, familiar and easily understood, in as much as 
they are divested of technical phraseology, and calculated to make 
an impression on the mind, while, at the same time, they hold 
out a stimulus to exertion by means of the collected view which 
is given of the rewards for services performed, and th& penalties 
ivhich are attached to inattention and neglect of duty. 

If what has been thus written and published shall produce the 
desired effect, and if, by a more select choice of peace officers, 
bttter instructed than at present, the morals of the people shall be 
improved, and penal offences diminished, the author will consider 
himself as amply rewarded, in the benefits which will thus result 
to his country. 
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^jr^Iaitattott of tfie tonoutf ftmctiottjer attti SMttteitf of 

a I^isD Cottfta&ie. 

The functions of a High Constable have become so important 
and interesting, not only as they regard the peace and good order 
of society, but also with respect to his Majesty's army, marines, 
and the militia» as well as other modern duties hereafter to be ex- 
plainedy that the Justices in Sessions, to whom it is now for the 
most part assigned to choose this officer, cannot be too select with 
respect to the person to whom this important trust is to be confided. 
He ought not only to be a man of some substance, but also a per- 
son of intelligence, and of an irreproachable character, possessing 
2/tf/, courage J firmness f prudence^ and discretion. 

Specific Duties of a High Constable, 

Respecting the Instruction and Discipline of the Petty Constables y GTr. 

I. The High Constable having the superintendance and direc- 
tion of the Petty Constables, Headboroughs, and other Peace 
Officers in his hundred or division, his first concern ought to be 
(after they are chosen) to possess himself of a list of their names y 
places of abodcy and occupations^ distinguishing with accuracy 
the principals from the substitutes. — His next duty will be to in- 
form hims^elf with respect to the general character, powers, and 
abilities of each indiv;dual sworn into office, that in cases of 
emergency he may know upon whom he can place the greatest 
dependence. It will be further necessary at the first meeting to 
explain to the body at large, not only the great outlines of the 
duty they have pledged themselves to perform, but to point out 
the means of further instruction, and to urge the necessity of their 
losing no time in acquiring the necessary information to enable 
them to execute the duties of their office with credit to themselves, 
and with advantage to the public. And above all, to impress upon 
their minds that it is the peculiar and bounden duty ot" the High 
Constable to present all Petty Constables and other Peace Officers 
to the Court, who are remfss in their duty, or otherwise careless 
or inactive in repressing disorders, and in bringing to justice 
offenders within their respective districts, or neglectful with re* 
spect to the precepts of the High Constable, or immoral in their 
own conduct, or corrupt in the execution of any of the powers 
and duties which are assigned them to perform. 

And that the public may know where to appry for a Constable 
on any emergency, it would be proper to instruct each Petty 
Constable, as soon as possible after he is sworn into office, to leave 
a card with his name and place of abode at every hpuse within 
his constablewick, ward, district, precinct| or manor, &c. 
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Huty of the High ConstabU as it relates to Offences leading to the 

Corruption of Morals, 

IL It is the duty of the High Constable, and indeed he is par* 
ticularly required by his oath of office, to take cognizance of, and to 
present all offences within his hundred or division which lead to 
the corruption of morals ; namely, breaches of the Lord's Day^ dis^^ 
orderly alehouses^ drunkenness ^profane cursing and swearings bawdy-^ 
bouses and brothels y lewdness and debauchery ^ venders of obscene and 
indecent pictures and booksy gaming houses and illegal lotteries j and 
disorderly houses for music and dancings not licenced by the Magis'* 
t rates. Also to apprehend, or cause to be apprehended, all per-< 
sons committing breaches of the peace, and also idle and disorcferly 
persons, and rogues and vagabonds, as described in the Act of 
17 Geo. II. cap. 5, and other Acts ; and further, on receiving a 
"Warrant from two or more Justices, to issue hi's precepts rc- 
uring the attendance of the Petty Constables and other Peace 
fficcrs within his division, to make privy search for rogues and 
vagabonds so described, that they may be dealt with according to 
law. — See page i to 10 in this Treatise. 

Duty of the High Constable as it relates to the Prevention of Crimes 

and the Apprehension of Offenders. 

III. It is further the duty of the High Constable to do his 
utmost to put the laws in force as they relate to the prevention of 
crimes, and the detection and apprehension of all persons in a 
course of criminal delinquency ; and with this view to enforce, 
both by precept and example, the necessity of vigilance and acti- 
vity on the part of the Petty Constables and other Peace Officers 
within his division ; and also to instruct them as to the means of 
rendering their exertions in this respect efficient and beneficial to 
the public. — See page 11 to ij in this Treatise. 

Duty of the High Constable as it relates to Punishments. 

IV. The High Constable, on receiving a precept from the 
Sheriff of the county, to assemble the Petty Conatables for the 
purpose of preserving the peace, and maintaining decency and 
good order during the execution of malefactors or the pimishment 
of offenders, is bound to bring forward such civil force as the, pre- 
cept directs, and on most occasions it will be proper that he 
attends in person, to see that the Peace Officers do their duty.-— 
See page 18 in this Treatise. 

Puty of the High Constable as it relates to Courts of Justice. 

V. The High Constable, on receiving the Sheriff's precept, is 
bound to summon such a number of Petty Constables and oth^f 
Peace Officers as the said precept shall mention, to keep order, 
decency, and silence in the Courts of Justice;, and also to attend 
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occa«ionaUy in person to see that thejr do their duf;^ ; taking 
howfver to issue precepts in regular rotation, that each Petty- 
Constable may haye an ^qual shafc of the df^^y. — Sftp0,gf i? 411^ 
19 in thh Tnalise. 

fiutyt of the High C^^i^hU af it rclqUs U Jiirptf* 

. VI. In like manner it is the duty of the Ifigh Constable 
(where this duty i§ not perfornned hy himself) to see that the Petty 
Constables in his division are punctual and regular in delivering 
in to the Court, at the Michaelmas Sessions yearly, true Lists of 
persons qualified to serve as Juryoien. — See page 19 in tbir 
Treatise* 

Duty of the Higl Coftst^ileas it rehtt^ tq Ceronors Juries. 

V|I. It is further the duty of the High Constable, where the 
precept of the Coroner within his hundred or division is directed I 
to him for the purpose of returning a Jury of Inquest, to obey the ] 
same punctually, according to the directions in page 19 in ibis 
Treatise. ' 

r 

Jiutf ff High Constables as it relates t$ Elections. 

VIII. In the event of elections^ or county or other meetings 
caUed by the Sheriff, it is the duty of the High Constable piinc- 
tualiy to obey his precept, and to assemble the whole of the Peace 
Officers in his hundred or division, or such number as may be re* 
quired, and to attend with the said officers at the time and plac^ 
appointed, for t'>e purpose of preserving peace and good order.—* 
^ee page 20 in this Xr^otise, 

Duty of the High Constable as it relates to Mobs^ Tumults^ and 

Riots. 

■ 

IX. In cases where tumults or riots are apprehended, or have 
actually taken place within the hundred or division, it is the 
bounden duty of the High Constable instantly to assemble the 
Peace Officers, for the purpose of preserving the peace, and ap- 
prehending the rioters; and on receiving a precept fron) the ( 
Sheriff or from two Magistrates, requiring the assistance of the 
High Constable and other Peace Officers to quell riots and tumults 

^ in any neighbouring division, he is bound to pay due obedience, 
and to proceeti with his Petty Constables and other Peace Officers 
to the place mentioned, and there to do his utmost (by a proper 
» arrangement of the force under his charge) to suppress the said 
riots, acyng under the direction of such Magistrates as may be 
present, in apprehending offenders.* — See page 20 in this Treatise^ 

•^ By 40 Geo. III. cap. 78. An allowance is to be made to the High Con« 
stable oiit of the county rates for extraordinary expenses incurred in the 
execution of his ^Mi^f ^^ case$ of tumult^ or riot, or felony.— ^«£ page 54 w 
ski* Treating 
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Dkfj ffthe High ^nsf4fble as if rUatts i9 Fins. 

5Ci On th€ first notice df th^ fcaUmity of fife withih the htiri- 
^^d bi aivisloft, h is th^ dtif^ erf iht High Constable to Assemble;, 
a§ soon a$ possible, tHd Pea<5t; Officdt-S Vvithin hfs jurisdiction, and 
tb i'i6piir hihig^lf \6 the spot> ind tO foliov^r the dircctioni in 
I^a^e at, 

I)uty af the High Const a^k as it relates to Pire-worh and Gun* 

powfier, 

XI. On those occasions, where fire- works, rockets,. and squibs 
are thrown in tile streets, to itie dhnoyance of the inhaW- 
tanti of cities and towns, it is the duty of the High Constcb'e to 
instruct thi^ Peace Officers in his divisidri to protect the public 
against the danger arising from such nuisancfes, and to biing the 
olFender^ to justice. Also to proceed against persons who keep a 
larger quantity of gunpowder than the law allows,— 4?^^ page 21 
and "2.2 in this Treatise. 

Duty if High Constables ai it rttate^ ta the Public Safety. 

XII. The High Constable, among other cfuties, ha^ it assigned 
to him to pay attention tb whatever ma^ rfelate to the security of 
the public against /wywrj^ or danger; for this purpose it is incumbent 
u|56h hirii, when mad or fiiri^jus persons, or lunatics, are wan- 
dering in ihe streets, (see 17 Geo. ll. cap. 5, s**c. 20,) or when 
idle and disorderly persons are driving cattle furiously, or hunting 
bullocks, or where offences are committed by persons driving 
carts or other carriages, or wh^re nuisance^ exist in any shape 
within his division, to take rheasu'res, with thtf assistance ;f iht. 
Peace G^fficers, for the purpose of r^inoving the danger, ei.her by 
apprehending the persons, or prosecuting or presenting the of- 
fenders. — See page 23 to 27 inclusive in this Treatise. 

Duty of the tiigh Constable as it relates to univholesome Provisions' 

and PFeights and Measures, 

XIII. It is the duty of the High Constable to present all per- 
sons exposing to sale unwholesome meat^fish^ buttery cheese^ hrejd^ 
or other provisions within his hundred or divi-ioq, or to proceed 
against thb offenders in a summary way, in all cases Where the 
Justices have legal jurisdiction. It is further his duty to take cog- 
nizance of false or deficient weights and measures ; and to 
instruct the Petty Constables in .their subdivisions to keep a 
watchful eye on all frauds of this nature committed on the public, 
with a view to bring the orfendcrs to justice. — See page 28, 29, 
and 30 in this Treatise. 

Duty if the High Constable as it Mates to the Public Revenue. 

The High Constable, although not specially called upon (ex- 
cepting in soin^ speci&c instances) to give his personal attendaiKe ' 
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in putting the laws in force, as they relate to the public revenue 
Yet he is bound to inforce the due execution of the same, on the 
part of the Constables under his direction*. Where gangs of 
5mue;glers infest the sea-coast, or any part of the country, or 
are found lurking or passing through his hundred, or division, he is 
bound to assist the Officers of His Majesty' Revenue, with the 
whole civil force of his district, and to attend in person when re— 
quired, for the purpose of securing the offenders and the contraband 
articles in their possession. — See page 30 to 32 in the Treatise. 

Duty of the High Constable as is relates to His Majesty* s Forces. 

XIV. Various Acts of the Let^islature assign a particular duty 
to be performed by the High Constable, and inflict penalties -where 
default is made with respect to the precepts to be issued to the 
Petty Constables, as directed by the law- relative to the Militia, 
(see p« 33) ; or as it relates to the quartering of soldiers, or to the 
provision of carriages for His Majesty's Forces on their marches, 
which makes it indispensably necessary, that as a greater degree of 
responsibility attaches to the High Constables with respect to the 
army, than to many other, functions required to be performed by 
Constables, he should make himself master of the whole of the detail 
of these duties, that his superintendence may be rendered effectual 
in executing this important branch of the public service, as it may 
relate to those under his direction. 

There is however one important duty as it respects the billeting 
of officers, soldiers, and marines, which rests with the High Con- 
stable alone ; and which requires, on his part, great accuracy and 
attention, that the burthen may fall as equally as possible on those- 
who are subject to quarter the military. As all orders for this 
purpose, at least in great cities and towns and populous districts, are 
addressed by the commanding officer to the High Constable, who 
usually sends his precepts to the Petty Constables, directing them 
to issue billets for a certain number of men to be quartered in 
each Constablewick : in order to do this with accuracy, the High 
Constable ought to have in his possession a correct list of all pub- 
licans and others, subject to quarter soldiers in each Petty Con* 
stables ward or district ; and before he issues his precepts, he 
ought to apportion the whole equally throughout his hundred or 
division, unless some peculiar circumstances should render it ne- 
cessary, in consequence of a representation from the commanding 
officer for reasons beneficial to the public service, to depart for a 
short time from the rule prescribed by law ; which is, to " Billet the 
** Officers and Soldiers equally emd proportionally y according to the 
** number to be quartered y and of the houses subject to receive them;** 
and particularly, that no precepts shall be issued **/ir the delivery 
'* oj Billets for more men than are effective and present to be quartered*** 
With a view to further information with respect to this branch of 
duty, and other directions respecting His Majesty's Forces ia 
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general, all High' Constables are particularhr referred to page 33, 
S4j 3Sy Z^^ 37 y 3^* 39 f40y and 41 Jn this Treatise. 

Duty of the High Constable as it relates to Seditious and Traitorous 

XV. Every High Constable having in the course of his duty, 
frequent communications with the Petty Constables and other 
Peace Officers under his direction, it.js absolutely necessary that 
he should urge them to be vigilant and attentive in discovering 
whether meetings for seditious ror traitorous purposes are held in 
any house or place within their respective districts ; and where a 
suspicion is excited, it is incumbent on every High Constable to 
exert himself (exercising all possible discretion and prudence) for 
the purpose of developing the whole circumstances upon which 
such suspicion is founded ; and where there are just grounds to be 
apprehensive of any criminal design, no time should be lost in dis- 
posing the whole to the acting Magistrates of the district, whose 
directions must afterwards be ioWovr^^.'^ See page 42 an^d 4^ '* 
this Treatisf. 

yarious Functions peculiar to Petty Constables explained in this 

Treatise. 

> • ■ 

.XVI. It will be at least useful 4o every High Constable to 
kpQW the various duties which are assigned in a. more especial 
degree, to the Petty Constables and other Peace Officers, as they 
relate to distresses and sale of goods , the execution of common and 
seafch ^arrants^ 4buse of power ^ escapes^ and the precautions wjvich 
are necessary in serving summonses ; and the more particularly, as 
all High Constables (if they will) are authorized to perform these 
functions : for an explanation of which^ and also the duties assigned 
to Petty Constables who watch at the Watch-houses in rotation, 
see page 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, ands3 in this Treatise. 

Licencing Alehouses. 

XVII. It is the duty of the High Constable, on receiving an 
order from the Justices at the special meetings for Licencing Ale- 
houses, to issue his precepts to the Petty Constables and other 
Peace Officers, requiring them to attend the Justices at the time 
apd place appointed for Licencing* the Alehouses, situated and 
being in his hundred or division, with a true list of all persons 
who have sold ale, beer, or other liquors, at any time during the 
preceding year in the said division ; and also, such observations as 
a regard to truth, a Justice warrants such Petty Constables, &c. to 
make with respect to the conduct of the said publicans, as it may 
relate to keeping good rule and order in their houses during the 
year,* and how far they have conformed to the terms and con- 
ditions of their respective recognizances. And it is incumbent on 
the lligh Constable, personally to attend such special meetings of 

• • Sec Appendix, No. I, 
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the Justices, for Licensing Public Houses^ not only to notice M^ 
to report such petty Constables, &c. as may be deBcient in dmf^ 
or absent ; but also to preserve regularity by bringing forward the 
publicans according to their parishes, that w^eii approved by the 
Justices, they may enter into recognizance and receive their 
licences. And further, with a view to general super! ntehdante^ 
it is fit that every High Constable should posses*s himself of a list 
of all alehouse-keepers, their signs, &c. within his division. And 
when any disorderly conduct on the part of any of the said pub- 
licans falls within the view of the High Constable, or comes to 
his knowledge, it is also fit that h6 should make inquiry into the , 

nature of the same ; arid when any thing tending to seditious or ; 

traitorous designs, or other offences against iaw is discovered, to I 

lose no time in communicating such information as he may obtain 
to the Magistrates, that proper measures may be pursued for the 
purpose of a\erting the evil. In this as in all other respects, great ' 
caution and circumspection are necessary' ; and it ought ever to ht 
kept in view by all chief Constables, that most of the evils, which 
the iaw recjuiKs them to watch over and to repress, have their 
origin in ill- regulated public houses, conducted by profligate J 

worthless alehouse -keepers, who by resorting to various devices 1 

(against Which, in large socil;tie$, it id difficult to gnard Niagis* 
trates) obtain licences for the worst aisd most mischievous purpo^e^. 
Seepage 3 in this Trent ise* 

Land-Tax. 

XVIII. It is the duty of the High Constable to obtain the 
duplicates of the assessments of the 1 and-Tax from the assessors, 
and to deliver in the same upon oath to the Justices assembled in 
Quarter Sessions. 

Highwa)x and Bridges, Nuisances, Gfr ♦ 1 

XIX. It is the duty of the High Constable to present all defects 1 
of highways and bridges, and the names of those who ought to I 
repair ihem : also the common nuisances in the streets or high- 
ways, and likewise forestallers, regraters, and ingrbssers, &c. 

County Rate. 

XX. The High C6n$table is required to collect the fates laid 
by the Justices in Sessions, commonly called the County Ratb, within 
his hundred or division ; and ev ery Qiiarter Sessions, or oftener if 
required, to pay the sums so coliected to the County Treasurer, 
whose receipts shall be sufficient. 

The Act of the 12 Geo. II. cap. 25, scc. 2. Requires the 
High Constable, at Such time as the Justices by their of Jef in 
Sessions shall direct, to receive froiti the Church-Wardens and ' 
Overseers, the rates assessed by the said Juctices on eacbpafish or 
pldice, and to demand the same in i^ifiiting, according to this Mlchr* 
mg form : 
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{To the Church- Wardens and Overseers of the Poor 
of the Hundred^ Townships Parish^ Hamlet^ 
Manofy Precinct or Place (as the case may be.) 
'* By virtue of an Order from His Majesty's Justices of the Peace 
** in and for the said County, on their General Quarter Sessions 
*< assembled, you are hereby required in thirty days time from 
** your receipt of this precept, to pay to me out of the money by 
•< you collected, or to be collected, for the relief of the poor, the 
« sum of ;^ . being your proportion towards the general County 
** rate, for repairing Bridges and Gaols, the relief of prisoners 
«* therein, and in the King's Bench and Marshalsea ; for repairing 
«< the Shire Hall, repairing and furnishing the House of Cor- 
<* rection with the salary of the Keeper thereof, the Treasurers 
** salary,, the Coroners fees, the charges concerning Vagrants, 
** Soldiers Carriages, convicting and transporting Felons and other 
•* County charges, and herein you are not to fail at the peril that 
"shall ensue. "• 

Given under my hand this day of 

A. B. High Constable, 
N. B. Iti the Counties of Tork^ Derby ^ Durham y Lancaster ^ 
Chestery ff^estmsrelandy Cumber/and and Northumberland y by the 
12 Geo. II. cap. 29, sec, 4. The Justices in Sessions rfiay, if 
they think fit, order the sums assessed in name of County rate to 
be levyed by the Petty Constable, as above directed in such cases 
•where no rate is made for the poor, and then such Petty Constables 
arc to pay the money so collected by them, to the High Constable 
of the hundred or division, upon an order similar to the above. 

By the same Act, the High Constable is required to deliver in 
a true account on oath (if required) before the Justices in Sessions 
of the money received by him ; and if he neglects or refuses to de- 
mand or levy the said rates, or to account to the Justices, they 
may commit him to the common gaol until he shall cause such 
ratc^ to be levied, and until he renders a true account ; and if he 
retains money in his hands what ought to be paid over to the 
Treasurer^ he may be committed until paid. 

Expenses of Vagrants > 

By the Act of the 17 Geo. II. cap. 5. The High Constable is 
to pay the Petty Constables, on an order from a Justice, the re- 
•wards for apprehending Vagrants, and on refusal, i. fine of opr. 
may be indicted. But a subsequent Act of the 26 Geo. II. directs 
that the Treasurer of the County shall pay the same to the Petty 
Constables in all cases, where the High Constable has not suf- 
ficient money in his hands to pay the expenses ofmaintaining an((r 
conveying Vagrants, &c. 

Levying Penalties. 

XXI L By the 41 Geo. III. cap. 85. The High Constable, 
on receiving an account of fines or torfeitures inflicted by Justices^ 






- -r-Tftni 



xxiv EXPLANATION OF THE RUTIES OF 

shall transmit an account thereof to the Petty Constables, for tVie 
L information of persons within their Constablewicks who may be 

^ intitled to receive the same, that they may, on having due notice, 

apply to the resident Justice for the share, or shares, to which they 

may be intitled. 

Expenses of the High Constable* 

XXI IL The High Constable, it would seem, has the same 
claim to be, reimbursed for his expenses as the Petty Constables 
and other Peace Officers in all cases, where they fall within any 
of the Legislative provisions detailed in the 53d, and 54th pages of 
this Treatise, (except the reimbursement of such expenses as are 
otherwise provided for by law.)— And as the. duty performed, is 
arduous and gratuitous, they owe it to themselves to bring forward 
regularly all bonafidt disbursements on account of the public, ac- 
cording to the circumstances of the case, with a view to such 
reimbursement of actual expenses as the lav^r allows. 

Abuse of Power, 

XXIV. It is of the greatest importance that every High Con- 
stable should well understand the extent of the powers commiited 
to him by law, that he may not, through ignorance or inadvertency, 
licence acts of Vagrancy, or sanction abuses which he is parti- 
cularly called upon to suppress. 

Wherever vulgar opinion, or erroneous practice in former 
cases, have led High Constables to suppose tht'y may permit 
booths to be erected, or stages for mountebanks, or places to be 
opened for the theatrical representation of strolling players, they 
. are now told that such permission is not only illegal and highly 
reprehensible in them; but that it is a permission which no Ma- 
gistate has 9 power to grant, far less an inferior officer. 

A High Constable therefore, who values his own character, 
and wishes to exectue his office with reputation, and to screen 
himself from penalties, will carefully avoid every act tending to 
an abuse of power. 

Conclusion, 

If prudence, discretion, and a knowledge of the duty assigned 
is necessary with respect to the Petty Constables, it is still more 
io, if possible, as it relates to the High Constable, to whom they 
^re taught to look up for advice and assistance. He ought, there- 
fore, not only to show a good example, by a condubt exhibiting on 
every occasion the utmost prudence and discretion, but also, by a 
proper degree of zeal and activity in executing the important trust 
reposed in him. 

It is thus that the public interest is to be promoted, and credit and 
honour acquired by meritorious and discreet officers, in accom- 
plishing objects of the greatest importance to the peace 4nd good 
dnier of Society. 




- A HIGH CONSTABLE. 

High Constable y— Oaths of Office. 
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By the Act of the i Geo. I. stat. 2, cap. 13. High Constables 
are required to take the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, and abju- 
j^tion.— Originally, the oath of office specified all the ancient 
function^ assigned to High Constables to perform ; but while some 
of these have fallen into disuse, and are become obsolete, while 
new duties have been imposed in the progress of Society, it is 
not usual to comprehend the whole in an oath expressed in 

feneral terms, similar to that which is administered to the Petty 
/onstables* 

Oath of Office generally administered to all Petty Constables and Peace 
Officers y on their entering upon their Office, 

''You shall swear that you will well and truly serve our Sove- 
'* reign Lord the King:, in the Office of Constable for the (here 
*< mention the Constablewick), for the Year next ensuing, or until 
** you shall be thereof discharged by due course .of law :-:-You 
*' shall see the King's peace kept, and keep all such Watch andt 
'* Ward as are usually accustomed and ought to be kept ; and you 
'* shall well and truly do and execute all other things belonging 
** to the €aid Office, according to the best of your^ skill and 
** knowledge." 

So help you God* 

Appointment of a Deputy Constable for sonu specific Duty. 

I^ A B, Constable of C, in the County of D, do hereby make 
substitute and appoint E F, Yeoman, my true and lawful deputy, 
during my will and pleasure, for,*— (here state the particular 
purpose.) 

Given under ray hand this day of 

1803. A. B. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

1 HE present $tate of morals, and of criminal delinquency, render- 
ing it of great importance that not only the laws now in being 
for the prevention and suppression of all offences injurious to 
society, and the penalties which attach to Constables and Peace- 
Officers for neglecting to put these kws into execution, should be 
generally known; but also that Directions particularly adapted to 
the metropolis and its vicinity (and applicable for the most f)art 
to the nation in general) should be published and circulated for the 
instruction of Officers of Justice that they may not pretend igno- 
rance with respect to the important duties assigned them. There- 
fore, for their guidance and information in all matters, as they relate 
to the security of the public against moral, penal, and criminal 
oftences,,the following details are given of the specific duties incum- 
bent on all Constables, Headboropghs, &c, to perform. 



«»— »- 



PART L 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
Offences leading to the Corruption of Morals. 

SECTION I. 

€onsfta&ICi3f to jicwmBiiIate tfjeit IBarbiS mtti 

S)iiStricti0f* 

It is the duty of every Constable regularly to perambulate his 

ward or district, once at least in every twenty-four hours, to see 

that th# laws are carried into effect, and that the Watchmen and 

Patroles perform their duty in the night time, for the purpose of 

preventing the commission of the offences hereinafter mentioned, 

and of protecting the peaceable inhabitants at all times against 

every species of injury, traud, or depredation, and of checking and 

preventing those offences in particular which lead to the»corruption 

of morals, and to the commission of acts of violence and crimes (i). 

( 1) By 13 Eliz. cap, 4. Constables in excry town arc to cause a night 

watch to be kept to apprehend night walkers, and suspicious 

and disorderly persons, 8pc, 

By\^ Geo, III. cap, pO. Constables in Westminster shaU watch in the 

watch-house by turns alternately, according to a rota to be 

settled by the trustees^ and shall dispose of y according to lawp 

all ntch persons as sliall be brought before theni, 

B 
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SECTION II. 
25rcacf>esf of tire Xwa'sS iDflin 

It being too evident that many persons, destitute of all sense of 
religious duty, and forgetting the laws now in force for breaches 
of the Lord's Day, are found in a state of intoxication, or engaged 
in idle games and pastimes, or in keeping open shops, and work- 
ing at their ordinary callings and trades, by the sale of breads 
butcher's meatj provisionsy wearing apparely and other articles ; s^nd 
' also work at mechanical employments on Sunday : It is the duty of 
Constables civilly to admonish all persons resident in their wards 
or districts, who have recently offended in this respect, to abstain 
from such practices in future ; and in case they shall persevere, after 
a temperate admonition in the naiiie and by the authority of the 
Magistrates, they are strictly enjoined to lodge informations against 
all offenders, and to be prepared with proper evidence to prove 
the offence, that the penalties of the law may be inflicted upon all 
who shall be legally convicted before the Justices (i). And further 
they are to lodge informations against all persons who shall be 
discovered gamingyWrestJtngy dancing y shooting y bowling y or amusing 
themselves in idle sports and pastimes on Sunday. (2) Also all 
carriers, or others, going with horses, waggons, or other carriages, 
and likewise drovers with cattle (3), butchers, higlers, or their 
servants, travelling on the Lord's Day ; or boats or wherrys on 
the river Thames, save and except those allowed by act of Parlia- 
ment, or by two Justices (4) ; or houses in Westminster open 
for public entertainment or amusement, where money is paid 
for admittance. (5) 

(1) By 29 Cha. II. cap. 7. 1 All laws in force relative to the Lord's 
By \0 Sf 11 Wm. cap, 24. 3 T>ay shall be put in execution. Persons 

exercising their ordinary calling on that day, (except dressing 
J and selling meat in 'victualling-houses and cook-^shops, SfC, 

and except works of necessity and charity, and the sale of 
milk and mackarel before divine service ; excepting also 40 
watermen, who may ply on the Thames betwixt Vauxhali 
and Limehou^e,) Penalty 20s. and 5s. according to the 
offence committed ; one-third to the informer. 

(2) By 1 Cha, I. cap, 1. There shall be no concourse of people on the 

Lord's Day for any sport or pastimes, SfC, Penalty 3s. 4d. 
for every offencCy or the offender to be put hi the stocks for 
three hours, 

(3) By 3 Cha. 1. cap, I, No carrier, waggoner y carman, nor drover with 

cattle, shall travel on the Lord's Day pursuing their ordi" 
nary calling, under Hie penalty of 20s, for each offence, 

(4) By 29 C'^ff. II. cap, 7. No drover, horse-courser y waggoner y butcher p 

higler, or their servants, shall travel or come to an inn or 
lodging on the Lord's Day, under the penalty of 20s. for 
gacfi ^ence. 
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(5) Di/ 21 Geo, HI. cfljj. 29. Within the limits cf TFestminster or the 
neighbourhood^ any house opened upon the Lord*s Day for 
public entertainment or amusement, shall be deemed disor- 
derly ; and the keeper shall forfeit 2001..; the conductor of 
the entertainment 100 L; and the door-keepers or servants 
'who shall deliver tickets or collect money shall forfeit 50 L 
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SECTION III. 

It IS the duty of every Constable regularly to visit the respective 
alehouses within his ward or district once, (or oftener if found neces- 
sary,) in every week, to see that good rule and order are kept in 
the said houses ; and particularly that the printed Rules and Orders 
to the different publicans are posted up in their respective bars, 
and that all that is enjoined in the same is strictly obeyed by 
them ; that no unlawful games are permitted ; that the labouring 
people are not suffered to lounge and tipple until they are in- 
toxicated ; that prostitutes and idle and disorderly persons are not 
harboured in such houses ; that they are not kept open later than 
eleven o'clock at night ; and particulajr^y that no public house 
shall b.e kept open, or any tippling or drinking permitted, during 
divine service in the parish church on Sunday^ Christmas Day^ or 
Good Fridays bqt that the utmost decency shall be preserved gn 
these days. And for the purpose of bringing all off^ences of this 
nature correctly before the Magistrates, every Constable should, in 
a book to be kept fat the p.ur4)ose, regularly note down all in- 
stances of disobedience to the Rules and Orders of the Magistrates 
on the part of any publicaa within his ward, with the day and date 
when the offence was cojmmitted, and he should produce the said 
book to the Justices at their Special Meetings held every six weeks 
for transferring licences, and also to the Magistrates sitting at t|ie 
nes^rest Public-Offipe, pncp ir^ every mont^apr oftener if the nature 
of the case shall require it. And that |io Officer of Justice may 
pretend ignorance of the laws as they relate to his duty with 
respect to alehouses, ai>d .offerees likely to be corpinitted therein, of 
which it will be his business to take cogniz^ance, and the' penalties 
which may be, inflicted u(pon him fur neglect of duty, an abstract 
of the laws npw in. b^eing,, as they apply tq pifences of this nature, 
gre here defiled ( I ). . ,. ' : 

(l) Byl^ Geo. III. cap* 90. If a publican hai'bours a xva^chmqn orpatroki 
•while on duty, he forfeits 20s. for the firsts 40s. for (he 
second, and 6 l.for the third offence. 
By 3 Cha, I. cap, 3. Constables refusing to execute their duty by in- 
forming against offenders keeping alehouses without a licence, 
shall forfeit 40s. or be imprisoned until pai^. 
Sy 26 Geo. II. cap. 31. If a publican docs any act to forfeit hi$ recog* 
ttt%anc€f his licence becomes voidy S^c, 
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By 1 Jarnes I. cap, T.ljf a publican permits tippling in his houses ke 

By 1 C/ifl. I. cap. 4. \ forfeits 10%, for each offence. 

By 4f James Is cap, 5. ) Persons continuing in alehouses tippling and 

By 21 James I, cap. 7, ^ drinking, and improvidently wasting their 
time, forfeit for each offence 3s. 4d. on the oath of one 
witness. 

Idem. Persons convicted of being drunk shall forfeit 5s., on the oath 
of one witness, or shall be put in the stocks ; and constables 
neglecting their duty therein shall forfeit 10 s. for each 
offence; and for a second offence be bound to their good 
behaviour. 

By 7 James J. cap. 10. Alehouse-keepers getting drunk, besides the pe- 
nalties above mentioned, shall be entirely disabled from keep- 
ing an alehouse for three years. 

By 26 Geo. 11. cap, 31. Alehouse* keepers suffering gaming, or any dis^ 
order in their houses, shall forfeit their recognizances, and be 
disabled frOm keeping a public house for three years. 

By 30 Geo, II. cap, 24. Every alehouse-keeper suffering any kind of gam- 
ing in his house, o^t-house, or premises, by any journeyman, 
labourer, servant, or apprentice, shall forfeit on conviction, 
on the oath of one witness, 4iOs,for the first offence, and lOl. 
for every subsequent offFence; one-fourth part to the informer. 
By 11 Sf 12 Will, cap. 15. Alehouse^ keepers not selling liquors by the 
legal standard measures, shall forfeit from 10 to 40&, for 
every offence; one-half to tlie informer, 

(Hr Constables are bound to carry into execution and to enforce all the 

laws relative to alehouses. 




SECTION IV. 

As the too prevalent habit of drunkenness among the lower 
classes of the people produce much misery and distress, both to 
themselves and families, exhibiting an evil example highly inju- 
rious to the rising generation, while this vice tends not only to the 
corruption of morals, but to the commission of many criminal 
offences, ft is the bounden duty of all Constables to take every 
favourable opportunity of admonishing those persons who are par- 
ticularly addicted to this evil habit ; and to make known to them 
the punishment which, may be inflicted on persons^^onvicted of 
drunkenness. And also occasionally to make examples, by lodging 
informations against such as are incorrigible. Acting in this 
respect wiih all possible discretion (ij. 

Laws now in force respecting Drunkenness, 
(1) By4> James 1. cap, 5, All Constables, Sfc, shall be sworn to present 
the (ffence of Drunkenness : and if they negJect to punish 
the offender (when convicted) they shall forfeit 10*. 
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By 21 James I. cap. 2. Evrrt/ person who shall be drunk, and therecf 
be convicted before one Justice, on view^ confession, or oath 
of^ne witness, shall forfeit 5s. for the first offence, and if 
not paid, shall be put in the stocks. Alehouse-keepers getting 

Arimk i'nrfpit ihAr licpfise for three vf.ar». 



drunk forfeit their license for three years. 
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SECTION V. 

Profane oaths and swearing being a very prevalent vice highly 
injurious to good morals, while the practice holds out a shocking 
example to the youth of both sexes, it is the duty of ^very Con- 
stable to admonish those who are principally addicted to this vice, 
of the determination of the Magistrates to put^he laws in force 
against them ; and for the purpose of example, and without ma- 
lice or partiality, where admonition fails. Constables ought to lay 
occasional informations against incorrigible offenders, using all 
possible discretion in this respect (i). 

Laws now in force relative to Profane Swearing, 
(1) By the 19 ^^o. II. cap. 21. Persons convicted of profanely cursing 
or swearing shall forfeit Is, ; if a labourer^ soldier, or seaman ^ 
2s.; if under the degree of a gentleman, or above the degree 
of a gentleman, 5s. The second offence double penalties 
C after the conviction of the first), and the third and every 
subsequent o fence treble. Constables may. sieze (ffenders 
uttering profane oaths in their hearing, and carry them before 
a Justice, in which case he is required to prosecutes and if 
they ueglect their duty they forfeit 40*. 



SECTION VI. 
2S^atotip J^oujSriS anb 23i:otf)eIi9f* 

From the extensive and growing corruption of thorals arising 
from bawdy houses and brothels, where prostitutes and idle and 
disorderly persons assemble, it is the indispensable duty of every 
Constable to prosecute all such nuisances as may at any time be 
found in his ward or district : and it is proper that he should know 
that'ariy neglect on his.part in this respect, subjects him to a very 
severe penalty (ij. 

(1) By the 25 Geo. II. cap. 36. "} Constables neglecting to prosecute persons 

28 Geo. II. cap. ip. J keeping bawdy houses on ndtice in writ^ 

ing by two inhabitants, paying scot and lot, shall forfeit 201. 

All reasonable expences of the prosecution shall be paid by the 

overseers of the parish, ascertained by two justices. 
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SECTION VII. 
Scto&ncjSjS anti E)cbaucHcrp. 

It is the duty of every Constable to suppress lewdness, as tend- 
ing in \Va greatest possible degree to the corruption of morals. A 
Constable may with a search warrant enter any bawdy house, and 
arrest persons with lewd and disorderly women, who are to be car- 
ried before a jtistice to be bound to their good behaviour ; and on 
information that men are gone to suspected houses wiih women of 
evil fame, in ilie night, Constables are authorized to follow them 
and carry them before a Justice, to find sureties for good behaviour. 
They are also authorized by the common lave, to take up night 
walkers, and to carry tliem before a Justice to be bound to their 
good behaviour; but it has been held that ihey must be found, ta 
some respect or other, guilty of a breach of the peace (i), 
(1) 5£rf. lil. Cflp. 14. 13 Henry Vn. cap. 10. 



SECTION VIII. 

jDiitp of Conftafilejtf as( it related to Ictoft anti ofiffmc 
f0ooh^, ^anipf)Iet$f, ^Hab^r, ^tmt^, anb laictuce^. 

As nothing can lend in so great a degree to corrupt the morals 
of all classes of the community, btit panicularly the youth of both 
texes, as lewd ami ohsceni hois, pamphltls, pic'lures, prints, and alher 
arlhlfs, sold with a view to lewdness and debauchery, it is the 
bounden duty ofevery Constable to keep a watchful eyeon foreigners 
and others exposing pictures on walls, andall other persons suspected 
of secretly disposing of any thing whatsoever, calculated to promote 
or encourage in any respect thecorruption of morals within his ward, 
district, or constable wick, and when discovered, to give informa- 
tion thereof immediately to the Magistrate of the division or dis- 
irict, that measures may be pursued for bringing the offenders to 
conviction. — And it Is further the duty of every Constable to 
detect and apprehend ballad- singers, in particular such -as sing in- 
decent, lewd, and seditious songs, in the public streets. — The 
mode of proceeding in. all cases of indecent books, prints, &c. is 
by apprehending the parties on a warrant, to give bail to answer 
■what shall be objected against them on a bill of indictment, which 
should be preferred at the Sessions. — The punishment for sucb 
offences isfne, imj>ritanmerit, and ihcfil/ery. 
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SECTION ix: 

The evils to society arising from excessive gaming, particularly 
among the lower orders of the community, render it necessary that 
the attention of every Constable should be particularly directed to 
the detection of persons keeping gaming houses^ unlawful lottery 
(rffice,s for insuring tickets^ and Htth goe^ and club lotteries y raffles^ 
&c. by which the poor are cheated and plundered to an enormoui 
extent. It becomes his duty to detect and bring to Justice all these 
nuisances in society, by employing every means for the purpose of 
discovering their haunts ; and particularly those who may open 
houses or rooms for such illegal and mischievous objects, in his 
ward or district ; and as often as he obtains any information in this 
respect, it is his bounden duty to communicate the same imme- 
diately to the Magistrates, that measures may be pursued for the 
apprehension, conviction, and punishment of the offenders (i), 

(l) By the 12 Geo. II. cap, 2S. Every person keeping a common gaming 
house forfeits 2001. one-third to the informer. Every person 
playing (except he becomes an evidence) for feit^ 501. Every 
evidence refusing to appear when summoned forfeits 50U 

By the 30 Geo, II. cap, 24. Cards, dice, and every unlawful game is 
prohibited in licenced public houses. 

By the 9 of Anne, cap, 14. Persons Jiaving no visible estate, pro- 
fession, or calling, but who principally support themselves by 
gaming, may be bound to their g(*od behaviour for twelve 
months, or committed to prison for want of sureties. 

By various Statutes, Lottery (offenders are punished as rogues and 
vagabonds, and also by fine and imprisonment. 

By the 42 Geo, III. cap, 1 Ip. Persons setting up raffles or little got 
lotteries, may be convicted in a penalty of 50L 

By the 25 Geo, II. cap. S6. Constables prosecuting gaming houses and 
other disorderly -houses, on the requisition of two tiousekeepers 
paying scot and lot, are indemnified by the parish, and if thef 
refuse^ they forfeit 201. 
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SECTION X. 
SDijSoUtierip ^isM^t$ for a?UiSic aitti SPanong. 

Every house, room, garden, or other place, kept for publiit 
dancing, music, or other entertainment of the like kind in London, 
or within twenty miles thereof, without legal authority, is declared 
to be a disorderly house. As such houses are, however, too fre- 
quently opened, and become the haunts of idle and debauched 
characters of both sexes, where much vice and wickedness prevail, 
and where youth and innocence are frequently ensnared and cor- 
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nipted ; it becomes the duly of every Constable where he discover! 
my such assemblies cf Idle and disorderly people in his ward or 
district, to give immediate information thereof to the Magistrates, 
that they may be dealt with as the law directs, (i) 

(1) By 25 Geo. II. cap. 25. The keeper of any unlicenced houte, room, 
gardeitj or place, kept fur public dancing, music, or other 
entertainment in London, or within tvienty miles there^, 
shall forfeit lOOl. to Mm who shall sue in «ir montht^ And 
the constable is bound under f penalty of 20 i. to prosecute,!/' 
required so to do by two housekeepers paying scot and lot i 
but he shall be allowed all reasonable expenses. 



PART II. 

. Explaining the Duty of Constables relating to Of- 
fences constituting Vagrancy, producing Idleness 
and Crimes. 

SECTION XL 

Eattp of €tmttabW a# it wlatt^ to ttxlt anh hifortetlp 
39erfon#. 

By the Act of the i James I. cap. 4. Idle and disorderly per- 
sons are ti> be sent to the house of correction ; and by the Act of 
the 17 Geo. II. cap, 5, and the 32 Geo, III. cap. 45 and 56, they 
are thus described : — 

Isl. All persons -who threaten to run atcgy and leave their witex and 
children to the parish, or who spend their money in alehouses, i^c. 
. and do not allow sufficieiit for their familtet, by which they becime 
chargeable to the parish. 

2d. All persons who shall return la. the parish from whence they hose 
been removed, without a certificate. 

3d. All persons who have not wherewith to maintain them, live idly 
without employment, and refuse to work for the wages given to 
other labourers. 

4:th. All persons begging or asking alms itt the public streets, lanes, 
passages, or highways, SjC. 

All such persona may be pumshed with imprisonment, for any pe- 
riod not exceeding one month; and the Justice, by a warrant 
under his hand, may order any Overseer where such disorderly per' 
tons are apprehended to pay 5s. to the Constable for his trouble 
in apprehending each. — Jn executing this duty, however, it will be 
prudent to admonish the parties before the law is put in execution, 

* and where this has nu effeat, to carry the delinquents before,n 
Magistrate. 
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SECTION XIL 

SDutp of Confta&kisi aH it tMtta to ^tttonn tutUtdn 

to lit ^ngatfi anl» iiaa0d&onti$r. 

The Act of 17 Geo. II • ^ap. 5. 1 Declares the following de- 
23 Geo. III. cap. 88. >scription of persons to be 
42 Geo. III. cap. 119. J rogues and vagabonds within 

the intent and meaning of these respective statutes, viz. 

Ist, Persons going about as patent-gajtkerersy or gatherers of almSf 

under a pretence of losses by fir e^ or other casualty, 
Sd. Persons going about ais collectors for prisons ^ gaols ^ and hospitals* 
Od, Fencers. 
4th, Bearwards. 
5th. Common players of interludes^ or stage players not authorized by 

law* 
6th. Minstrels (except those licenced by the Lord of Dutten in 

Cheshire,) 
7 th, Jugglers, 

^th, Gypsies f 'wandering iu the habit and form of gypsies. 
9th, Persons pretending to hare skill in any crafty science^ or fortune^ 

tellers^ or using any subtle craft to deceive. 
1 OM. Persons playing, or betting at any unlawful games or plays . 
1 Ith, Persons running ajvay, and leaving their families to the parish, 
12^/i. Petty chapmen and pedlars , wandeiing abroad without a licence^ 
iSth, Persons wandeHns abroad ^ lodging m bamSy outhouses y and in 

the open air^ and not giving a good account qf themsehes, 
lAith, Persons preteftding to be soldiers and seamen^ wandering and 

begging without proper certificates^ or some testimonial from the 

VVar-Oflic;i?, Admiralty, or a Magistrate. 
15th, All persons having Ofiy implement qf housebreakmg %r qfensive 

if^apoHf pith a felonious intent. 
l6th, Ml persons qf evil fame y or reputed thieves^ in the arvenues qf 

places of public resort^ or in the streets or highways^ with an in^ 

teat to commit felony. 

It is the duty of all Constables to keep a watchful eye on the 
above description of persons, and to bring them before the Ma- 
gistrates, to be dealt with according to law ; but when the case 
(except in the two last) will admit of a delay without the hazard 
of escape, it may be prudent previously to apply to the Magistrate 
acting for the district, and to receive his instructions. 

^ntorrijjiBIc i!to0uc3af anh mgafiorttisf* 

Thi^ is cpi^sMered as k higher and more atrocious species of 
vagrancy, and the oiFehces are thus described :•— 

1st, Persons offending ^gainst the ISth Geo. II. cap. 5, called End 

Oatkerers. 
2rf. Persons apprehended as rogues who have eseape4 from the p&fy 

Sons 4/pprAendkig tkem^ ior wha rcfuae to ga brfore a Justice to be 

C 
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ixatnmtH, or leha give afaltt arcoual of tirmsrlvrs after ■warning 
given of their puaislimeat. 
%d. Ragtiev and vagabonds who escape from prison. 
4(A, Rogues and vagabonds who, after being once punished, shall again 
commit the tame offence. • 

kEffJRDS. 
The reward fot apprehending rogues and vagabonds is lo*. by 
an order of a Magistrate on the High Constable; and if a Con- 



stable shall refuse or neglect to do his duty by apprehending such 
offenders on being charged by any Justice so to do, he shall forfeit 
lOJ. for every reiusal or neglcc 



It is the duty of Constables also, when they receive a pass and 
certificate for any vagrant, to convey the person according to the 
direction of the pass which shall accompany the said vagrant. 



PART III. j 

Explaining the thity of Constables as it relates to \ 

Assaults, Affrays, and Breaches of the Peace. i 

SECTION XIII. ' I 

It is the indispensable diity of every Constable, where his ser- 
vices and authority arc required, to quell affrays, and to preserve 
the peace, to repair immediately to the spot and to apprahend the 
affrayers. — In such situations, however, great presence of mind 
and discretion are necessary. 

By the common law, all Constables are authorised "tocommand 
** affrayers to keep the peace, and to depart." — They may even 
break into a house where there is an affray, to keep the peace.-— Id 
this respect the law has armed Constables and officers of justice 
with great powers, as well for their assistance as for their own 
safety and protection. 

Constables may command all persons to assist them to prevent 
a breach of the peace, and they will be justified in repelling force 
by force, although sharp weapons ought never to be used except- 
ing in cases of defencet >tid gentle means are always to be pre- 
ferred to violence. 

Opposition to a Constable in the execution of his duty is always 
severely punished ; and what the law would deem manslaughter 
when committed on another person, would be considered as 
murder in case of the death of a constable in the execution of 
his duty. 

Const^lcs are authorised to arrest any person without a war- 
tant, committing a breach of the peace by striking or wounding 
u»Mher in his presence. 

When a Constable bu iafojioatioa of-anjc intended fight or 
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boxing match within his constablewick or parishy or in the netgh^ 
hourhoodj it is his bounden duty to inform the nearest Magistrate 
thereof, and to obey the directions given to himself and^lie others, 
to repair to the spot for the purpose of preventing affrays, and 
apprehending all persons committing breaches of the peace ; and 
of conveying the offenders and their abettors as soon as may be, 
before a Magistrate, to be dealt with according to law. 
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PART IV. 

Explanation of the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
/2?^ Prevention of Crimes y and the Detection, Appre- 
hension, Prosecution, and Conviction of criminal 
Offenders ; with a Detail of the Rewards granted in 
certain Cases of Conviction^ and also with respect 
to Punishments, 

SECTION XIV. 

SDutp of €onftaB!eie^ a$s it tt^tt^ to t^t ^ce))enttott 
anti jSDetectiou of mmtnal ^ffimteje^. 

All Constables are bound to exercise every possible degree of 
vigilance and attention in putting the laws in force, as they relate 
to the prevention and detection of criminal offences.-— With thii 
view, they ought to use their utmost endeavours to discover whe- 
ther any reputed thieves, or idle or disorderly or suspicious cha« 
racters are residing in, or lurking about, their wards or districts ; 
^nd not only to keep a watchful eye upon their conduct and pro- 
ceedings, but to give notice to the Magistrates of the division of 
the names of the persons, and the ground of their suspicions. 

It is particularly the duty of all Constables to keep an eye on 
the houses of kn^wn or suspected receivers of stolen goodsy old iron 
shops, dealers in old cloaths, ragj, and second-hand furnitun and old 
ship*s stores, hand stuff, old book shops, [i) &c. ; and also all 
Others who are suspected to derive the whole or any part of 
their living by acts of criminality ; and with this view to per- 
ambulate the ward or district after dark, and to stop, appre^ 
' hend, search, and secure all suspicious persons carrying loads^ 
bundles, and parcels, or conveying goods in carts or carriages 
at late hours in the night ; and where a satisfactory account is 
not given of such goods being fairly obtained, and a strong sus- 
picion is excited that they were unlawfully obtained, then to detain 
sych suspicious persons and goods until they can be brought before 
a Magistrate. Among others> itinerant Jews crying bad shillings 

(1) Cl^esemongers and others buying old books for wrapping paper^ 
ihovild fie ca'ntiontd against receiving mutilated books from unknown per* 
^onsy as many lib\'aci^s ^f e pillageii and valuabk books stokn and sold bf^ 
yici^htfoc a trifle^ , 
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Alight to b^ apprehended^ and a watchful eve ke^t on tcsfet^-^ 
mongers fjack^ass driver Sy andpertont crying rabbits and wild fowl ^ 
who frequently utter base money^ as well as Jew beys exposing 
^ranges^ prawns^ and trinkets for sale in the public streets ; also 
Suffers who pretend to sell cheap waistcoats, &c. with a vitw to 
commit frauds on the ignorant and unwary. 

Suspicious perswis lurlting about inn yards on the arrival of 
coaches, and about areas after dark, or lounging in squares, streets, 
laiie^, ©r passages, &c. apparently with a view to iteal the iron 
jdils', or to break into houses, ought to be apprehended and in- 
stantly searched, to discover whether they have any piekJoci keys, 
erowsf or other implements of housebreaking ; and in all cases such 
suspicious persons are to be apprehended, and the articles found 
upon them secured, for the purpose of being dealt with according 
to law. 

In like mannci^, with a view to the ptevention of crimes. Con- 
tables are authorised (as before mentioned) to apprehend all 
reputed thieves in the avenues to public places, or in the public 
j&treets or highways, with an intent to commit felonies. — And 
where suspicious characters, although tiot immediately Icnown to 
be of evil fame, attempt to hustle in the stieets, or to do some act 
whereby a crowd may be collected, it is the duty of every Con- 
stable who may be passing at the time to demand the assistance of 
Ihe well-disposed by-standers, and apprehend the suspected per- 
8on6i-»^n such occasions, a Const^le must not be deteirisd al- 
thou^ he is alone, because every perwm who refused assistance is 
liable to be indicted and punished, after he makes it knoiWn that 
he Is an officer of ju^ice, and demands assistance. 
* No dealer in cid iron or metals can legally keep tbeir doors or 
wind6ws op^n after sun-set or before sun-rise, for the purchase of 
iny article in their trade. — It will be of great service to the 
public, with a view to the prevention of criminal offencei;, if 
Constables in their respective wards and districts would frequently 
admonish the respective dealers in old metals, old cioaths, rags, 
furhiture, &c. of the extreme peril of purchasing goods from un- 
known or suspected persons, and of the certainty of transportation 
for 14 years if they are detected and convicted.— In this way 
thirOtis are embarrassed, the unwary are to be forewarned^ the bands 
of evil doers arrested, and criminal offences thereby prevented. 
. Persons letting out lodgings should also be frequently cautioned 
to mark their beds, linen, &c. with their names, by using a liquid 
that will not wash out, to prevent profligate lodgers from pawn- 
ing and selling the same ; and to put pawnbrokers and others 
upon their guard against receiving such articles. 

^UTY OF WATCHMEK EXPLAINED, AS IT RELATES tO THE 

DETECTION 07 OFTENDERS. 

As a further means of preventing, and particularly in detecting 
crimes, it is fit that all Constables should obtain from the clerk of 
the watch trust of the* parish by an application to the tmstees, a 
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copy of the printed instructions to watdimen, and th^ they 
should^ at least occasionally, see that they perform their duty 
according to thc^e instructions.-^That they do not lounge iji 
public houses.— That publicans who serve them with liquor 
should be prosecuted to conviction by the Constables before the 
Magistrates: and above all, that watchmen are admonished ta 
keep an r eye (within their beats) on all hackney coaches or carts, 
leading or removing goods under suspicious circumstances in the 
Bight ; and that foot passengers with loads or bundles (ij be 
searched and carried before the Constable of the Night for exa- 
mination, and to be detained, if there is any suspicion of such goods 
1>eing stolen or unlawfully obtained^ until the persons and the ar- 
ticles detained can be brought before a Magistrate in the morning« 
Watchmen should be cautioned also to keep an eye on all suspi- 
cious persons lufking about houses or areas, &c. during the hours 
when they are on duty ; and it is also the duty of the officer of the 
jibight frequently to call their attention to such suspicious persons, 
who ought to be apprehended, and instantly searchedy to discover 
whether they have firt-armsy cutlassts^ dark lanterns ^ crows, pick'' 
lodt keys, or other implements of houtehr taking ; and all such. suspi- 
cious persons ought to be conveyed to the watch-house to be exa- 
mined by the officer of the night, and detained for a hearing before 
the Magistrates, unless the clearest pi-oof is brought forward that 
the parties apprehehded had no evil intentioni and that no imple- 
ments ai^ found upon them, or dropt near where they were appre^ 
hended, or in the course of pursuit, in case^i where they attempt to 
escape. 

Xl) The Aci of the 22rf Geo, III, and othet subsequent Acts, au* 

. thorises ff// peace officers nnd also watchmen while on duty, to stop and 

sitirch uH suspicious persons convcifing goods after dark, and to detam 

ike persons and goods, (if' the suspicion is not completely removed^) unt'd 

fhet^ can be brought InfOi^ h Magistrate, 

SECTION XV. 

putp 9f Cottfmi^iit aisr tttdsAt^ to tl)e JSDetettion aitii 
SH^^ei^fton of ^etCon^ iDl^o |Al»r tommttteb m^ 
xtaasX €>f&Rtej$, tienoiiniMtel» fdwit^^ 

When a Constable is called upon by any person to search for 
Itnd apprehend any delinquent charged with a felony, it is his 
duty immediately to obey, and to use his utmost endeavours to 
apprehend the party or parties suspected, without waiting for the 
warrant of a Justice, and if necessary he may command the as- 
sistance of all by-standers, and mate hue and cry after the felon 
—for any person may seize a felon, — And if a prisoner resists and 
Refuses to yield, thos^ who arrest will be justiiied in beating him^ 
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or eren kilting him ; but no prudent Constable will go btycmdL 
that point of discretion which is necessary to secure the persot\ 
accused. — In pursuit of a felon, a Constable (having previously 
declared his authority) is authorised to break open doors. By the 
Sth Geo. II. cap. lo, a Constable who neglects making hue and 
cry when necessary to the apprehension of a felon, fwfeits /5«—- 
In this pursuit Constables may search suspected houses, if the 
dioors be open ; but unless the felon is actually in the house, it 
will not be justifiable to use force, nor even then> except whea 
admittance has been demanded and refused. 

In the execution of the warrant of a Magistrate, the Constable 
is certainly authorised to break open the doors of the felon, or the 
house of any person where he is concealed. — The first is lawful; 
under all circumstances ; but forcibly entering the house of a 
Stranger may be considered as a trespass, if the felon should not 
W there. 

It is the duty of all Constables to search every person charged 
with felony the moment he, she, or they are secured, and to de- 
tain moneyty watche^y pawnbrokers* duplicates^ and every othejr 
article, until the prisoners can be brought before a Magistrate,, 
when the articles so detained are to be produced. 

It is also their duty wherever any clue can be discovered for 
the recovery of the property stolen, to lose no time in obtaining 
possession of it, and where this cannot be legally effected without 
a search warrant, application should be made to a Magistrate for 
proper authority to search in the day tinje. — Much depends in 
cases of this nature on the prudence, vigilance, and activity of the 
Constable to whom such duties are assigned — a knowledge of the 
bouse or lodging of the felony or the girl or woman with whom he 
cohabits should be obtained, and her residence should be searchedj^ 
aud hey pawning duplicates secured. — The residence of the person 
who washes for the delinquent, and the houses of his relationsi 
and intimates should also be known> and the public houses like- 
wise where he chifefly resorts, w4th a view to the discovery of the 
articles stolen, and of his associates in criminality, and particularly 
auy known receiver of stolen goods who may have at any time 
been seen in his company. 

An active and iHtelligent officer, cmi apprehending a delinquent, 
will look forward to every means of obtaining a conviction, by 
rendering the evidence as complete as the nature of the case lyill 
admit — and he will be zealous and indefatigable^ until such evi- 
dence is obtained* 

In detecting and apprehending persons charged with coining 
base money, and other offences against the Mint laws, great cau- 
tioiii is necessary ; and where informations are received which 
will admit of a short delay, it is safest to act under the immediate 
instruction and authority of a Magistratej^-"-or to apply to the 
Solicitor to the Mint. 

Uudcr the word Felony is com^ rehended.(ai|iong ott^er critnes) 
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the various offences ofmurJfry rate, ndomy^ Umaltty^ Hg^y^y sfeath 
ing an heiress^ arson or burning hous^esy destroying or burmng shipt^ 
piracy J burglary^ or housebreaking y housebreaking tn the -day time 
ed>Gve 5^. shop-lifting above 51. highway robbery ^ robbery of the mint^ 
picking pockets above is. value y stealing above 40 J. in any house, tteal^ 
ing above 40J* in any river or a ship in distress, stealing go^ds from 
bleach or tenter grounds, stealing horses, cattle, or sheep; steating 
honds, bills, or bank notes; stealing bills and bank notes from Ititert^ 
forgery of deeds, bonds, hills, notes, ^c. bankrupts not surrendering^ 
shooting at a revepue officer, stabbing a person unarmed, if he die in 
six months; maiming or killing cattle maliciously, concealing the 
death of a bastard child, maiming or disfiguring any per sun mallei'- 
0usly, sending threatening letters, rioters not dispersing in an how 
after proclamation, pulling down houses and churches, breaking down 
fish-ponds, tutting dvwn trees in avenues and gardens, rutting drum 
river or sea banks, cutting hop-bands, setting fire to coal mines^ 
counterfeiting the gold and silver coin, uttering counterfeit money^ 
third offence i taking a reward for helping another to stolen goods in 
certain cases, returning from transportation, embezzling govemnuni 
Stores, servants purloining their master* s goods above 40J. smug* 
gling by persons armed, destroying turnpikes, bridges, gates, tffr, 
mutiny and desertion, soldiers enlisting into foreign service, Sacri-^ 
lege, iSc. iic. tic, — All these •ffences are called Double Felonies^ 
and subjecting the delinquents to the punishment of death wheit 
convicted. 

Under the word Single felony ^ liot subject to the punishment of 
death, is comprehended (amoftg other crimesj the various offences 
of stealing, not otherwise distinguished ; receiving or buying stolen 
goods, ripping and stealing lead and other metals, or receiving the 
tume; stealing from furnished lodgings, stealing letters, Cfr. stealing 
roots, trees, or plants ; stealing fish from a pond or river, stealing 
ehildren with their cloaths/ stealing a shroud out of a grave, embez-^ 
zling naval stores in certain cases, assaulting with an intent to rot^ 
assaulting and cutting or burning deaths, setting fire to underwewd^ 
cutting and stealing timber trees, counterfeiting copper coin, bigamy, 
9r marrying more wives or husbands than one ; marriage solemnized 
clandestinely, manslaughter, or killing another without malice, water^^ 
men carrying too many passengers on the Thames, if any drowned^ 
iic. iic, iic. — which offences having the benefit of clergy, are 
punishable by transportation, whipping, imprisonment, the piU 
lory, or hard labour in houses of correction. 

There ar© other offences denominated Misdemeanors, where the 
delinquent charged cannot be apprehended safely by a Constable 
unless he holds a warrant from a Justice. The principal of these 
are, conspiracies, cheating, swindling, robbing orchards and gardens^ 
stealing cabbages, turnips, tic, stealing deer in forests, stealing dogSp 
cutting and stealing wood and trees, embezzling goods in the woollen 
and silk manufacture, tie. combinations and conspiracies for raising 
wages, offences by artificers and servants in various trades, setting 
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fn to a hcusi tp defraud the ifisunrs, making and sill!ngfir^^warks 
and squiisy uttering base moneys and telling it under its denotnitsataJ 
value : smugglings and frauds on the revenue ; keeping gaming 
houses, bawdy houses^ 'ifc, assaults and battery, and breaches of the 
feacty stealing dead bodies ^ iic lie. (i) 

(1) In canes where a gaoler refuses to receive a felony or one suspected 
rf felony f the Constable may secure the prisoner in Ais own house^ tend tAe 
town or place where he was apprehended shall be chargeable for keeping him 
HU the gaol delivery ; and the gaoler shall be punished, 3 James /. c^p. 1 0. 

^ Ed. III. cap. lO. 
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SECTION XVI. 

Bttitp of Conftaiileier an it tAaW to tfie ^ftnttiim 

of ^9lmttt0. 

After a Magistrate has committed an offender for trial, and 
bound over the parties to prosecute, and give evidence, it i$ the 
duty of the Constable who apprehended the delinquent to give his 
utmost assistance to the prosecutor with respect to the mode oflay^ 
ing the indictment, the proceedings before the Grand Jury, and in 
bringing forward the witnesses to find a Bill ; and also to ap- 
pear at the trial, that the offender may not escape justice for want 
of a due attention to the requisite forms, or by the want of proof 
necessary to conviction. As prosecutors in many instances are un- 
able to employ attornies, and are ignorant of the mode of comply- 
ing with the conditions of their recognizances, and of the time 
when they ought to prefer an indictment and go before a Grand 
Jury, and afterwards to prosecute the same with e£Fect, it is usual 
for the Constable who apprehended the prisoner to giye the proper 
notices* and to attend the prosecutor and the witnesses, that the 
recognizances may not be estreated, and public Justice defeated. 
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SECTION XVII, 
^notoanccjES anlt ^Sdimrtijer to €mitaSAt^ atUn nt^txfi^ 

In all cases where the circumstances of the parties prosecuting 
or giving evidence are such as not to enable them to defray th^r 
own expenses^ on an application to the Judge (except at the Ge- 
neral or Quarter Sessions) they are not only, in moat caf^es, allowed 
their actual expenses ; but a further sum for time lost In atteadifig 
the trials, whether there be a conviction or not. — And besides 
this, certain rewafds are allowed by various acts of parHancient, 
where convictions take place, to those who have prosecuted and 
contributed to the same, of which, for the information of all pro*^ 
sfcutorsi witnesses, ^d Constables, the foUowiog is a specific 
cation. 
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SECTION XVIII. 
JBDutp of ConftaBJciSf a^ it ttlatt^ to tfje pumS^mcnt of 

All petty Constables, on the precept of the^ Sheriff directed to 
tht Constable, are bound to obey his summons to attend execu^ 
tionsy the piilory, or the whipping of offenders, according to the 
punishment they may be adjudged to suffer. 

When called forth to attend the last moments of expiring cri- 
minals, it is the peculiar duty of every Constable or peace officer 
to keep up the solemnity of the awful scene, by endeavouring to 
s»fippress all indecent behaviour in the spectators, that the example 
may operate according to the intention of the law, by exciting a 
dread of, and thereby preventing and lessening atrocious crimes, 
and not merely tg gratify idle curiosity. 

It is further the duty of every Constable, summoned to attend 
while an offender is standing in the pillory, to do his utmost to 
preserve the peace, and to prevent all outrage or violence towards 
the offender from taking place, and to keep in view that the pil- 
lory is a punishment of great and lasting infamy, by the ignomi- 
nious exposure of the delinquent, and not intended for personal 
suffering, aflpording to the will or unrestrained licence of a tur- 
bulent populace. 

Bv inflicting the punishment of whipping publicly, the Con- 
stable should ever keep in view that the latv is executed in this, 
as in all othei* chastisements, as an example to others to abstain 
from criminal offences, and not out of resentment to the delin- 
quent who suffers. — This unpleasant duty should therefore be 
executed so as to make a proper impression on those who witness 
the punishment, without exercising a greater degree of severity 
than i§ necessary to obtain that object. 




PART V. 

Explaining the Duty of Cojistables as it relates to 
, Courts oj Justice y and to Juries^ — and to the Coroner. 

SECTION XIX. 

JDutp of CmitOAt^ a^ t^tp relate to tlje €mtt^ of 
^ttRon antt %fRit, anH to %um^. 

It is the duty of every petty Constable to attend the Courts of 
Session and Assize, on the summons or precept of the High Con- 
stable or Bailiff. of the hundred, to preserve order, decency, and 
silence in the Courts of Justice, so that the proceedings may not 
be interrupted or disturbed ; but that the utmost quietness may 
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prevail at all times, and that all due respect may be shewn to the 
J udges and Magistrates, who in cases of negligence or inattentiorr 
whereby any obstruction to the proceedings of the Court takes 
lace, may punish all Constables at their discretion who are care- 
ess or inattentive to their duty, or who absent themselves and 
frequent public houses when their duty requires their attendance 
in the Justice Hall. 

SECTION XX. 

SDutp of ConftaBIejer a^ tfjep tdatc to SJurDtiaf* 

By the Act of 7 and 8 William, cap. 32, every Constable is 
bound at the Michaelmas Sessions yearly, (if not done by the 
Constable of the hundred,) to deliver in, in open Court, a true 
list in writing, containing the names and places of abode, with 
the designation or titles of all persons within his constablewick 
between 21 and 70 years of age qualified to serve as Jurymen.— . 
Namely, such persons as have in their own names or in trust for 
them, within the same county where the issue is to be tried, /iO« . 
a year, of freehold or copyhold Unds, or ;^2o. a year leasehold.— 
Which list must be sighed in the presence and verified upon oath 
before a Justice, who must attest the same before it is produced in 
Court ; and the Constable is further required to put up a copy 
of the said list on the church door of his parish. 

In executiti^ this trust, every Constable ought to recollect that 
he swears '* that it is a true return of all persons eligible to serve.** 
It becomes therefore a sacred duty on his part to omit no person 
from favour or affection, or from any unjustifiable or corrupt mo- 
tive, that the best and fittest men may be selected for Juries. 



SECTION XXI. 

JBDtttp of ConftaBlejSfljS it relates^ toCotonejr'jf %\vdt^^ 

It is the duty of every Constable, in cases of murder, man- 
slaughter, or sudden death, rendering an Inquisition necessary, to 
give notice of the same to the Coroner as soon as it comes to his 
knowledge, and also on receiving his precept to return a compe- 
tent number of lawful men, within the constablewick or district^ 
to appear before him, at the time and place stated in the said pre- 
cept, for the purpose of making an Inquisition touching the 
matter respecting which the Jury is assembled, (i) 

It is further the duty of all Constables to execute any warrant 
or warrants of the Coroner, issued by virtue of his office, for ap- 
prehending persons charged on suspicion of murder^ or other 
offences, as they may relate the deceased person respecting whom 
Inquisition is taken. 

(1) 4 Eiiz. 1 , itatutt 2. 



PART VL 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
the Security of the Public against Danger y Calamity^ 
and Injury to the Property or the Person of Indi- 
viduals. 

SECTION XXII. 

Snttp of ConftaBIeis^ at it u\6Xt^ to €Iection$( or 

popular ^tttax^^. 

On being required by a precept from the High Constable to 
attend any Election or popular meeting, it is the duty of every 
Constable to attend at the place, and punctually at the hour men- 
tioned hi the said precept, and to do his utmost to preserve peace 
and good order. — In cases of election the voters, without parti- 
ality, are to be assisted and protected in proceeding to the poll, and 
also in their return from the hustings. — At every popular meet- 
ipg legally assembled, every exertion must be used to prevent 
affrays and breaches of the peace, and all offenders in this respect 
are to be apprehended and carried before a Justice, to be dealt 
with accoraing to law. 



SECTION XXIII. 

I^tttp of ^onftoibleis^ ais? it ttlatt^ to Si^objsr, CumuItjS?, 

orltltotiB^t 

The instant a Constable hears of any unlawful assemhly^ mot, 
or concourse of people being assembled for any purpose likely to 
produce danger or mischiefwithin or near his district or constable- 
wick, it is his bounden duty to giv^ notice thereof to the nearest 
Justice, and to repair instantly to the spot with his lopg or sliort 
stave, and there to put himself under the direction of such Ma- 
gistrate or Magistrates as may be in attendance. — ^He is to do his 
utmost to assist and protect the Justices in dispersing the said mob 
or unlawful assembly, and instantly to secure and apprehend all 
pe|:sons guilty of breaches of the peace, or of felonies by pulling 
down, or injuring the property of any of his Majesty's subjects, 
and all p^hef persons who commit acts of feloiw, by reniaining 
(to the number of twelve or more)(i} one hour after proclamation 
to disperse, by reading or pronouncing the charge contained in the 
Riot Act, and the offenders so secured are to be carried before a 
Magistrate, to be dealt with according to law.-r-Non-attcndance, 
wifhopt a lawful expuse, on the part of Cpnstables In cases of 
public tumult and danger, subjects them to fine or imprisonment 
on conviction, according to the sentence of the Co\irt» 

(1) See 1 Geo. /• stat, 2. coil 5^ 
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SECTION XXIV. 

ISDutp Of ConftaiileiS^ 00 it rektejsr to fite^^ 

On the first notice, either, by day or in the night time, of a fire 
or fires breaking out in any ^ouse, building, or place within the 
district, division, or constablewick where any Constable serves, it 
is his indispensable duty, and also the duty of the Beadles, and 
they are required by the Act of 14 Geo. III. cap. 78, to repair 
to the spot with their staves, and to give their utmost assistance 
towards extinguishing the fire by exciting others to work, and 
likewise to prevent the depredations which are most inhumanly 
committed in such seasons of distress. — And further, it is the duty 
of all Constables and Beadles, where ofFeiiders are detected in fe- 
loniously removing property unavoidably exposed, to apprehend 
and secure them, and to carry them before a Magistrate with the 
goods found in their possession, with a view to their being prose* 
cuted to conviction. 

On such occasions, the vigilance, activity, and good conduct of 
officers of justice seldom fail to meet with a due reward, inde« 
pendent of the satisfaction arising from a good and praise worthy 
action ; while negligence, inactivity, or connivance at plunder, 
when discovered, must produce infamy, disgrace, and punishment. 



SECTION XXV. 
j$>utp of Conftodlci^ rcQrecthig f tte-tsorR.tf, tiothttg, 

As ''infinite danger arises from letting off squibs, rockets, and 
other fire- works, and also by firing guns, pistols, and other fire- 
arms in the public streets, and likewise of late by letting off fire 
balloons, it is fit that all Constables should be apprised that it is 
their indispensable duty to apprehend all delinquents offending in 
this respect on any pretence whatsoever^ 

To prevent such nuisances so hazardous with respect to fires, 
and also with respect to personal injury by throwing squibs and 
other fire- works into houses, shops, coaches, and a;nong crowds 
of persons assembled in the streets, the legislature by the Act of 
the 9th and 10 of William, cap. 7, has subjected the makers and 
sellers of fire- works to a penalty of jf 5. — Persons permitting the 
same to be cast or fired from their houses or places into any public 
Street, road, or other place, forfeit 2oj. for each offence ; also all 
persons who cast or fire squibs or other fire-works into any public 
street, road, lane, court, passage, or house, &c. forfeit the like 
sum of %QS* and if the offenders (throwing in the streets) do not 
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immediately pay the penalty, they arc to be committed to the 
house of correction. 

On all rejoicing nights, it is the duty of every Constable to be 
vigilant and active in apprehending delinquents offending within 
his ward or division, and thereby to secure the peaceable inha-> 
bitants, and others passing in the streets from the danger prising 
from such nuisances. 



SECTION XXVI. 

Sr^tttp. of ConfmBIcjS a^ it ttlatt^ to (©unpototrer 
io&i^et! in i)onit0 anti ^^np^y anti in sweater ^^uart^ 
titic$^ ttian t^t Eab) allotojd^. 

As considerable danger is to be apprehended; especially in large 
citiesi where gunpowder is lodged in houses, shops, or places where, 
from the quantity deposited, a conflagration might be fatal to the 
surrounding premises, and dangerous to the inhabitants, the Le- 
gislature has wisely provided by the Act of 12 Geo. III. cap. 61, 
that no person being a dealer in gunpowder shall keep more than 
aoo pounds, and not being a dealer, more than 50 pounds, in 
London and Westminster, or within three miles thereof, in any 
house, warehouse, shop, cellar, yard, wharf, •r place, or in ves- 
sels or boats in the river, (not in transit, and covered according to 
law,) on pain of forfeiting the gunpowder beyond the quanity 
allowed to be kept, and 2s, for every pound beyond such allowed * 
quantity : and Justices are authorised, on a reasonable cause as* 
signed, to issue warrants to search and to convict offenders,--— pe- 
nalties half to the King and half to the informer or party contri- 
buting to the conviction, besides the whole of forfeited powder. 

It is the duty of every Constable to warn all dealers in gun- 
powder in his ward or district of the penalties which they incur 
by keeping a larger quantity than the law allows; and where the 
public safety is endangered by offences of this nature, it is of im- 
portance that the party or parties persevering in a line of conduct 
so hazardous to themselves and their neighbours should be prose- 
cuted. — The offence is cognizable by two Justices. 



SECTION XXVII. 

«SDatji of ConftaBIcjgf &^ it tclate^s to tfjf piiBIic J^afetp 
iuitli Hiefprct to 3lunattci^ anti fttriau.tf anti itUane 

By the Act of 17 Geo* II. cap. 5. Furious persons, and luna- 
tics wandering abroad are to be apprehended by the Constables, 
churchwardens, or overseers, and may be confined by a warraat 
of two Justices, and delivered over to the relations, if a person of 
rank or condition ; but if a vagabond lunatic, to be sent to the last 
legal settlement by a pass, (properly guarded,) and there to be 
locked up, by a warrant of two Justices acting for the district or 
place where the said lunatic shall be settled. 

It is therefore the duty of Constables to secure all mad, furious, 
or insane persons, wandering abroad within their wards or dis- 
tricts ; ancl humanity, not less than the public safety, require that 
this duty should be executed in the most prompt and speedy man- 
ner, and with every attention to humanity, as it respects the in- 
sane person. 



SECTION XXVIII. 

E>nt|t of Cbnfta6Ie]graj$ it tdatt^ to tt^c puWt ^afetn 
iuitli rcfpect to ttje l^imtmg of ^nllatk^y atit furi^ . 
on^lp brxting Cattle in tije public J§>Kttt0^ anti on 
tl^c ^ispoapiS rounb tl^e an^ctropolisf^ 

The evil propensity discovered by idle and disorderly persons 
in hunting bulls and bullocks in the streets of the metropolis, to 
the great annoyance and imminent danger of the inhabitants, ex- 
cited the attention of the Legislature in the year 1774, who, with 
a view to prevent this dangerous nuisance. Enacted, 

Bj/ 14/ Geo. III. cap. 8J, " That everif person who by negligence or ill usage 
in driving cattle within the bills of mortality ^ S^c. and thereby 
occasioning mischiefs shall forfeit 20s, and not less than 5s. ; 
and whoever shall misbehave in the care, or driving of cattle 
as aforesaid, it shall be lavfulfor any Constable upon view, 
or the information of any one who shall declare the offender's 
name and place of abode , to seize, secure, and without a war^ 
rant, to carry such offender before some Justice, who, if the 
penalty is not paid on conviction, may^-erderfdm to be pub- 
licly whipped, or committed to hard labour in the house of 
correction for one month. 

• When a Constable has notice of any outrage of this nature go- 
ing forward, so dangerous to the public safety, it is \yis duty to do 
his utmost to give effect to this very salutary law, by calling for 
assistance, and pursuing and apprehending all offenders. 
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SECTION XXIX. 

S>ut{t of €onftaBIej6? a^ it tdattfi to tf^e pttWt ^fetp 
iDitii refpett to Catt^, Wtaji^, mt nt^tt Carriage^ 
pafling on t^t ^ttttt^ anti ^i^^avff^ 

The accidents which frequently happen in large cities, and 
particularly in the metropolis, from the carelessness and inatten- 
tion of carters, draymen, and others, having the charge of horses 
and carriages, demands the vigilant attention of every Constable 
within his district, that by a due execution of the excellent laws 
now in force, the public may be in a greater degree secured 
against personal injury, (i) 

(1) By Acts of 30 Geo. IL cap. 22. and 13 Geo. Ill, cap. 78. Ist. If 

the driver of any cart, carriage, dray, or waggon, fnof 
guided by some person holding the reins) shall ride upon 
such carriage in any street or highway. — 2rf. Or if the driver 
of arty carnage whatsoever shall wilfully misbehave^ or by 
negligence shall cause any hurt or damage to any person or 
carriage passing. — 3d. Or shall quit the highway and go on 
the other side of the hedge, or fence inclosing the same. — 
4M. Or shall rvilfully be at such a distance from his carriage 
tohUe passiug that he cannot have the government of the ani- 
mals drawing the same. — 5th. Or shall, by wilful misbeha- 
viour, prevent or interrupt the free passage of any other car- 
riage or passengers on the said highways, or in any public 
street within London or Westminster, or in any highway 
within the bills of mortality. — 6th. Or if the driver of any 
empty waggon, cart, SfC. shall not make way for any coach, 
chaise, chariot, S^c. or loaden waggon or other carriage. — 
7th. Or if any person shall drive any coach, chaise, or other 
carriage letfqr hire, or any waggon, wain, or cart not having 
the owner's name painted thereon, or shall refuse to discover 
the real name of such owner. — For each of tliese several of- 
fences^ if an owner, he shall forfeit 20*. ; if not the owner, 
10^. ; and in default of payment, be comtnitted to the house 
of correction for one month. 

' Offenders may be apprehended without a warrant by any per- 
son who sees the offence committed, and may be delivered to a 
Constable to be carried before a Justice, (a) 

(2) By the same Acts. — If any driver, in any of the cases {foresaid, 

shall refuse to discover his name, the Justice may commit him 
to the house of correction for three months ; and for the 
better discovery of offenders, the owner of every waggon, wain, 
or cart, and also of every coach, post-cliaise, or oth^r car- 
Hage let for hire, shall cause to be painted upon some conspi- 
cuous part, and upon the pannels of the doors of all such 
coaches, chaises, SfC. before the same shall be used, his Chris- 
tian and sdmame and place of abode, in lai^e legible let> 
ters, and to remain so while the carriage shall be used : and 
the owner of every stage waggon^ or cart shall, over and 
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Ahfyce the full name and place ofabode^ came to be pamM 
the xvords common stage waggont or cai^, a$ the case may 
be. — Persons (pending in any rfthe above instances^ or using 
any fictitious name or place ofabodCi shall on convictumi/or" 
feit £5, ttnd not less than 20«. 
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SECTION XXX. 

S>tttp of €tmtteSiltfi a^ it ttiattfi to pvibUt j^utfantej^ 
anh ^nnopanccj^ nojciouje? anti j^urtfui to t^t tf onu^ 
itmnitp. 

Constables^ are required to make presentment of aill common 
nuisances within their districts. By the word nuisance is to be uii-^ 
derstood acts committed which tend to the annoyance of the Ktng^s 
subjects; or acts omitted which the common good requires^ such as 
the collection oi filthy garbage^ dung^ or ordure in situations ren* 
dering it noxious, injurious, and offensive to the surrounding in- 
habitants ; driving swine to feed in the streets of populous cities ; 
obstructions in the highways ; the residues of manufactures 
prejudicial to the health of a neighbourhood ; neelectii\g to pull 
down ruinous houses or buildings, in danger of hilling upon the 
King's subjects, and the like. The common law has provided a 
remedy by a Bill of Indictment ; but on account of the necessity 
of a more prompt and less circuitous and expensive mode of cor- 
recting evils of this nature, some ancient and many modern statute! 
have given to Magistrates, and to Annovance Juries, a summary 
jurisdiction in certain specific cases. There are therefore three 
ipodes of proc^ding, for the purpose of removing nuisances, ist* 
The ancient mode oy presentment and indictment^ which embraces 
all nuisances generally ; 2d. The summary mode of proceeding by an 
information before a Justice; and jd. By Annoyance Juries . 

But as presentments, unless followed up after a bill of Indict- 
ment is found, produces no effect, it is fit that all Constables should, 
if possible, obtain the sanction of the parisb> in order to enable 
them to prosecute to conviction, by defraying the expei^es which 
may be incurred. 

The summary prosecutions before Magistrates cost Uttle or no-^ 
thing, and almost every modern parish act (particularly in the 
metropolis) gives a power to Justices to take cognizance of cer- 
tain nuisances which are either dangerous, offensive, or inconve- 
nient to the inhabitants such as (in some parishes) keeping hog^ 
stalls : allowinE swine to feed in the streets; collecting filthy garbage^ 
or rubbish ; obstructing the foot-paths by wheelbarrows and other 
Carriages ; also by old furniture y timber y earthen warcf hogsheads ^ 
casks, barrels, a^d the like; all which require a prompt and 
j^peedy remedy. 

£ • 
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BtzJVilliam and Maryt stat. z- cap. 8. Tbe inbabiiants of London, 
^c. shall sweep the streets before tbeir bouses tisjice a 
week, penalty 3s. 4^. No asbes orfiltb, ^c. shall be laid 
in any street, ^c- or cooper's caskSf penalty 5$. to 20s. 

By Act of 26 Geo. II. cap. 29. No person shall put any rubbish, 
earth, sand, ashes, dirt, filth, or soil, in any street, lane, 
or passage, in London or Westminster, ether thait sncb 
as are allowed by law to heap vp and drain, nor svoeepr 
or put any thing (as aforesaid) into any kennel, except 
what shall be swept away by the occupiers of houses be- 
fore their habitations. '^Penalty on conviction before one 
justice I OS. 

JBy Act of \ I Geo. III. cap.. 21. Emptying any bog-bouse, iaiing 
away any nigbt soil in Westminster, &c. before twelve at 
night or after six in the morning, er casting any soil in 
any street, square, lane, passage, &c, penalty for eacb of- 
fence 2QS* 

Beadles, Constables, and Watchmen, or any other perstm, may 
apprehend offenders, and carry them before a Justice* 

By Act of '^i Geo. II. cap. 17. Nuisances within the city and liberty 
of Westminster are generally cognizable by the Annoy^ 
ance Jury (which the Constables within this district of 
the. metropolis are bound to obey.) — If a nuisance {by 
this Act) is not removed in fourteen days after notice 
given, the Jury may inflict penalties, one half to the High 
Bailiff, and one half to the Court of Burgesses. 

By 30 Geo.IIL cap. 53. To prevent nuisances, the Contractgrs for the 
city and liberty of Westminster, and parts adjacent, shall, 
once every week, between seven in the morning and six in 
the evening, sweep the streets, squares, and places, and 
cleanse the same,' by raking and collecting all the slush, 
mud, dirt, dust, rubbish, ashes, filth, and soil found 
therein, keeping such sweepings free from common sewers 
and drains, and ten feet from each of the grates, and shall 
remove and carry away the same, — and shall give notice 
to the Inspector, specifying the day they are to attend in 
hi each strezt, that the said Inspector may see that the 
work is properly performed,-^and the Contractors shall 
also, at the request of any of the inhabitants, remove any 
dust, ashes, or cinders, which may be collected and depo- 
sited in bins, Gfc. — Penalty for neglect or refusal iQS.for 
each offence —^Fersons collecting dust without the autho' 
rityqftbe Contractors to forfeit \os. 
By the same Act. No person shall throw any asbes, dust, dirt, rub' 
bish, dung, soil, or other filth or annoyance, or shall place 
any board, basket, wares, merchandize, casks, or^ goods 
whatever, or shall wash, clean, or hoop, any cask or ves- 
sel upon any of the carriage or foot ways, or any car* 
riages, except during the time of unloading or setting 
dawn fares,. Sfc. Penalty for each offence los. and the car* 
L^.i. riages, ^c. to be detained till paid, — or soli infiv$ daySi 

and tbi surplus retunutd to tbc owner. 
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Atiy person who may sfcc dust, or any annoyance thrown inta 
the streets, &c. may apprehend the offender, and may call others 
to his assistance if necessary, (without any warrant,) and may 
carry offenders before a Xu^tice for punishment, as the act directs. 

By the same Act, Persons who shall draw or roll On the foot pave* 
i menty any cask, wheel, sledge, brewer'' s pulley, wheel* 
barrow, or other carriage, 'or wilfully ride or lead any 
horse or other cattle, or carriage of 'any kind, may b€ ap^ 
prebended by any person without a warrant, for the pur* 
pose of being carried before a Justice, io be dealt with as 
the Act directs. 

By the same Act, No bow windows, or other projections, shall be 
erected beyond the line of the street, Gf<; ; all signs shall 
be placed flat on the walls ; and the Commissioners are 
authorised to remove all steps, cellar windows, and dung^ 
bins, or to alter the same in such manner as they shall 
think Jit ; and shall cause all eneroathmenis and annoy* 
ances to be removed and altered, at the expense of the 
owner or occupiers. 

By the same Act. The names of the streets shall be placed or wrote 
on each corner, and the lamp irons numbered; penalty 
for defacing names los. 
Penalty wilfully breaking lamps 20s. and the expense of 

renewing them. 
Persons accidentally breaking lamps to pay the expense of 
repairing. 
• Any person may seize offenders. ( i ) 

It is the duty of every Constable, where offences fall under his 
review cognizable by a summary process before the Justices, to 
proceed against the offenders ; and also to give notice to the High 
Steward, or his deputy, or the Commissioners fot paving and 
lighting, as the case may be, of all nuisances or encroachments,' 
&c. which may be assigned to them to remove, that in every case 
the public may suffer no injury, and that a good Police may be 
preserved. 

As the lower classes of the people are often ignorant of the pe- 
nalties of the law with respect to various nuisances, and are in 
some instances not aware that they are committing penal offences, 
it would be of great use, if Constables in their different districts 
would admonish delinquents as often as they see offences com- 
mitted, and where mild measures fail, that they would make 
examples of those who repeat the offence, afler beii^ wacoed of 
the .consequences '. ... 

(i) The Acts 10 Geo, II, cap. 22. "X Contain regulations for the city 
11 Geo. III. cap, 2g, j of London similar to those in 
Westmntter. and parts adjdpeui.' " 
The Acts zZ'Geo. Ih cap.*/ 9. 1 Establish' « : similar' regulations for 
. ., 6 Qe<^, Illi cap, 24* j'Soutbw^k and pafti adjacent. 
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PART VII. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables^ as it relates to 
Frauds committed on the Public by the Sale of un^ 
wholesome Provisions^ or Breads Meat, Provisions 
in general, or any other Article adulterated or 
deficient in Weight or Measure. 

SECTION XXXI. 

Wutv of €tmttab\tsf a^ it tdatt^ td unlttt|o!eroitif 
f\t% f if^, CDeete, ^utttt, ^tta% w oti^er Pta\ti^ 
itonjl. 

It is the duty of every Constable to keep a watchful eye on the 
biitcherSy and other persons selling unwholesome meat, fish, bread, 
butter, or other provisions within his ward or district, and to give 
notice to the Magistrates of all offences of this nature, bv which 
the healths of his Majesty's subjects may be endangered, (i.) 

(i*) By tbe Ordinances of"\ Butchers selling swine* sjlesb measled or 
Henry II L \dead of tbe murrain, on conviction shall 
Edward /. (be amerced for tbe first time — second, put 
Edward //. J in tbe pillory — third, fined and impri^ 
soned•''-^ndfo^rtb, shall fqrsw^ar the town. 

By the common law. Butchers and others exposing to sale unwhole- 
some m^at, or provisions qfa^y kind, may be punished by 
fine or imprisonment. "^Offences of this nature to he pre^ 
sented and indicted by the Constable. 

By Act of 1 5 and "X Where old and corrupt but{er is put up with new 

14 Cha. IL cap, 26. }and sound, or whey butter with butter made of 
cream, the (ff^nder forfeits thev^^^^ of the butter Jalsely 
packed ; and no person shall repack butter for sale on pain 
of forfeiting double the value. 

By 31 G^o. IL cap* 29. Bakers usin^ alum or any deleterious mix- 
tures iff, breaif, ar^ subject to high penalties. 



SECTION XXXII. 

iDatp of €iintteSAefi st0 it ttiatt^ to f^obtfioitjf or 
ottid; %tt^tW foIH bp ttStient Wd^t^ w i^a^ 

The frauds upon the public committed by false weights and 
measures are very extensive.— It is therefore the duty of every 
Constable within bis ward or distria to detect and bring to pu- 
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n ishmcnt all persons oiFending in this respect, (i ) Also bakers, (2) 
and dealers in salt,r3) selling these necessary articles contrary to 
the assize, regulated according to law for the time being. 
Ci) By II of Henry VIL cap. 4. No person within any city or market 
town shall buy or sell with any weight or measure un* 
less it be marked according to the standard in the Ex* 
chequer, on pain of being fined and amerced, according to 
the discretion of two Justices i and weights and measures 
found deficient are to be immediately destroyed. 
By 16 Charles J. cap, 19. Whoever shall buy or keep any dtber 
weight, measure* or yard than what is according to the 
standard, shall be fined or imprisoned. 
By 22 Charles II. cap S, If any person shall sell any sort of grain, 
ground or unground, or any kind of salt usually sold by 
the bushel by any other than the standard measure, be 
shall forfeit for every ojfence 405. 
By II and 12 William, cap, 15. Retailers of ale or beer not selling 
by the standard quart or pint, forfeits ^os,for each qffence* 
By i^ Geo, III, cap. 23. Ir eights and measures are regulated in 

Mary-le-bone, 

By 26 Geo, IIL cap, 3. 7 Persons subject to the Excise laws, wb^ 

28 Geo. Ill' cap. 37. 3 shall use any false weights, Cfc. the scales 

and weights shall be forfeited, and the parties shall he 

subject to a penalty of £ico. 

By 3$ Geo. IIL cap. loz. 1 Justices ift. Petty Sessions, in the different 

36 Geo. IIL cap. 85. \counties in England, may procure stand" 

^jGeo. IIL cap. ij^$. J ards, and appoint Inspectors to detect 

and bring to conviction all persons using false weights and 

measures in their respective divisions \ and Constables are 

bound tegive their utmost assistance in detecting qff'enders 

in this respect- 

In the city and liberty of Westminster, *] All weights and measures are 

By 29 Geo. IL cap, 25. and \to be sized and sealed by the 

1% Geo, ILcap. ij. } standard belonging to the 

city, and marked by the proper qfficer with a portcullisi 

and the Annoyance Jury may enter any shop or place 

where weights and measures are used, and destroy such 

as are deficient, and amerce the qffenders any sum not 

exceeding 405. 

The High Constable and petty Constables are to obey all orders 
of the Court. Penalty for neglect or misbehaviour 40/. 
(2} ^3^ 31 Geq, IL cap. 29. Constables neglecting or refusing to in- 
form 0g(iinst bakers selling light bread, forfeit 20s. 

When a Constable knows or suspects that any person uses false, 
weights or measures within his ward or district, it is his duty to 

five notice thereof to the High Steward, or his Deputy, or to the 
Magistrates, that the offender may be detected and punished. 

(}) Py 7 ^^^ ^ ^^' ^"^f- ^^P' ''* -^^^ persons selling salt above the 
assisce price for tpe time being, shall, on conei€tion,for' 
ftii^yfor pa^b offence* 
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With a view to prevent offences in tfte sale of salt, it would h6 
desirable if Confetables in their respective wards would give notice 
to the retailers of salt (many of whom may offend froni ignorance^ 
of the severe penalty to which they may be subject, by not con- 
forming to the assize regulations. 



PART VIII. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relates to the 
Protection and Security of the Public Revenue. 

SECTION xxxirr. 

Various instances occur upon the Statute Books, where the 
presense of Constables is required not only to assist in the collec- 
tion of the Public Revenues,, but also to detect frauds, and to 
protect Revenue Officers from insult and opposition in the exe- 
cution of their duty. The proper, accurate, and full collection of 
the taxes is so necessary for the existence and well-being of the 
State, and also so important with a view to an equal distribution 
of the burdens imposed, that officers of Justice can never be more 
usefully employed than in contributing to this beneficial object. 

LAND TAX. 

By Act of 2 Geq, III. cap, 3. Every Constable when required to 
assist in gathering the Land Tax is bound to obey ': and 
where payment is refused, it is his duty, under the autho^ 
rity of a warrant from the Commissioners, to levy by dis- 
tress, and in such cases be is justified in breaking open 
doors in the day time to distrain goods. 

MALT TAX. 

By 2 and 3 Edward VL cap, 10. Constables are bound, when called 
upon, to assist the Officers of the Revenue, wherei frauds 
• are suspected in any deceitful mixture of malt contrary to 
law* — In ancient times, a power was exercised by Con- 
stables under the statute to search for malt improperly 
made; tut the modern improvements in the Revenue 
Laws respecting this article supersedes the necessity of my 
interference , on the part of any peace officer, unless wh^ 
his asfiistanpe is required by an Officer of Excise, 

. EXCISE. 

By 12 C^. IF. cap, 23 and. 2^. 1 In certain cases, where Excise Of- 

13 Geo. IL cap*^^^, ]ficers enter bouses or places in the 

night time, the law rehires the presence of -a Constable» 







tfejfco C^S t^ ^^^^ ^f ^ ^f(^ci Jot illegflt slUh, .5?<?. J ^t 
frequently armed with the warrant of a Magistrate,'-^ 
^nder all circumstances it is bis duty to lend bis assistance 
when required, especially where searcbes are ta be made 
in the nigbt time, because doors cannot be br^keopen un- 
less in the presence of a peace officer, « 

Where penalties are inflicted for breach of any oftbt 
laws of Excise, and warrants of distress are issued, it is 
also the duty of every Constable to levy the penalties when 
required so to do, 

CUSTOMS. 

By i^ Charles II, cap. 1 1. Constables are to he aiding and assisting 
to all persons appointed for the purpose of collecting the 
Revenue of Customs, or in preventing and detecting frauds* 

By 2 Ceo. 1 1* cap. 35. Constables are also to attend, when required, 
all persons who have warrrants to search for goods wbicff 
have not paid the duties imposed by law, — Under the am* 
iborityoftbe warrant of a Justice, a Constable may enttr 
in the day time, and if resisted, (after demanding en* 
trance as a jConstable, in the King's name, J he may break 
open -doors* — But as a certain degree of responsibility at^ 
taches to the qfficer, much prudence and caution is neces-i 
sary in the execution of this duty. 

Constables may also apprehend persons lurking ahoui 
the sea coast, being reputed smugglers, and suspected {9 
be lying in wait for the purposes of illicit trade: and may 
carry them before a Justice, to be sent to the house of 
correction, if be shall on examination see si{fficient grounds 
to inflict this punishment, 

• HAfFKERS AND PEDLARS. 

By II Geo. II, cap, *6, 7 Constables are bound to put the laws info 

29 Geo. III. cap. 29. y execution respecting hawkers and pedlars 

travelling without licence; on refusal or neglect on due no* 

tice given, he forfeits jfio. — A Vonstable may demand the 

production of the licence wherever be meets hawkers iror- 

veiling or dispensing of their goods, and if any fraud is 

discovered, he may, of bis own authority, carry such «fs- 

piciotts persons before a Justice to be dealt with according 

to law, — The penalty inflicted in this case upon Constables 

by the Legislature for neglect of duty may appear heavy 

and severe ; but the public interest requires that a strict 

eye should be kept on this class of deaths : and that the 

utmost vigour and energy should be, manifested in detect' 

ing those that are in the progress of committing offences. 

It is not the Revenue arising from the licence duty alone that 

the Legislature seems to have had in view, since there are five 

methods by which (with some exceptions) the public are defrauded 

by hawktrs and pcdlais : 
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Id* By dealing fraudulently without a licenoe. 
dd. By dealing under cover of a borrowed licence. 
3d. By the purchase and sale of smuggled goods. / 
4th. By the purchase (at an under price) and sale of goods stolen* 
5tii.By uttering and circulating counterfeit money, chiefiy 
mong the ignorant and unwary in the country. 
By 29 Geo.ilL cap. 26. — i. Hawkers travelling without dlictnce^ or^ 

who shall refuse to produce their licence, forfeit £10-^ 
z. Hawkers expiring goods to sale by auction without a 
liceme, forfeit £$0. 

3. Hawkers convicted in dealing in smuggled goods, or 
goods fraudulently procured, forfeit their licences, 
and in addition to all other penalties, are rendered 
incapable of obtaining a new one. 

4. Hawkers who have not the mford LicEH CUD hawkbr 
in large Roman letters on their packs, boxes, pack* 
ages, carts, waggons, or other vehicle cbnveying 
goods, and also on every room, shop,, or place where 
be shall trade, and likewise on every band-bill or 
advertisement published, together with the number 
and name inserted in his licence, forfeit £\o, 

5. Unlicenced persons marking their packs as above (^ 
a cover } forfeit jfio. 

6. Hawkers travelling with a borrowed licence, f orf eit £^» 

7. Hawkers lending a licence forfeit £\o. and the licence 
becomes void, and they cannot have another.^^Any 
person may apprehend a hawker ojffinding as above, and 
deliver him to a Constable to be carried before a Justice. 

8. Constables refusing to assist in the execution of this 
Act, forfeit £10. 

9. Witnesses refusing to appear and give evidence, for^ 
felt £iQ. 

f^ Persons selling goods manufactured by themselves, either 

in person, or oy their children, servants, apprentices, or 

agents, are exempted, although they go from door to 

door, (selling by wholesale only.) 

Those who apprehend ottenders under this Act, and contribute to 

the conviction, are intit]ed to one half of the penalties recovered. 



PART IX. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relates ta 

the Recovery of Small Tithes. 

SECTION XXXIV, 

By statute of 7 and 8 William, cap. 6. "\ By virtue of a warrant 

10 and 1 1 William, cap. 15. I from two Justices, 

6 Anne, cap. 2o. | Constables are bound 

1 Geo. !• cap# 7- J to levy the money ad- 
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judged for refusing the payment of small tithes, by distress and 
sale in three days, and they may retain the charges for making 
distrelss, and costs may be allowed, not exceeding ioj. 

Tithes under 40s, a year, and tithes due by Quakers under ^10. 
arc recoverable in this way. 



PART X. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relates to bi}^ 

Majesty's Forces. 

SECTION XXXV. 
}S[^utp of €onftaBIejBt afi it uUttsf to t^t iSU^itta. 

All Constables are' bound to be aiding and assisting to Lord 
Lieutenants of cities, counties, &c. and also to their Deputy Lieu- 
tenants, and to Magistrates, in the execution of the Acts in force 
relative to the militia. 

Every Constable in his ward or district is bound, yvith purity 
and integrity, to return a true list of all persons liable to serve in 
the miliiia, and strictly to obey the precept he receives for that 
purpose, without favour or partiality. 

By the Acts for regulating the militia, two Deputy Lieutenants 
within any subdivision may issue their warrant, requiring the at- 
tendance of the Constable of any parish ; and if he shall refuse 
or neglect to appear ; or if any chief Constable shall refuse or 
neglect to return the proper lists ; or if any or either shall be 
guilty of aHy fraud, or wilful partiality, or gross neglect of duty, 
the Deputy Lieutenants, at their discretion, may inflict a penalty 
on the offender, of not more than ;^5. or less than 40s. or may 
commit him to the common gaol for the space of one month ; and 
persons endeavouring to procure a false return shall forfeit ;^50. (i) j 

(1) By Act 42 Geo, III, tap, 90- Occupiers of houses makiflg false re* 

turns forfeit £5. 

Prevailing on Constables to make false returns, forfeit £50* 

Constables to make out Lists of all males betxoeen the ages 

of IS and ^, agreeable to a form prescribed; and to of- 

Jix a copy on the^ church door^ with the notice ofn^cetings 

for hearing and appeals. 

Constables to attend the Deputy Lieutenants to verify their 

Lists, and to amend the same where necessary. 
Constables neglecting to appear or to return Lists^ or who 
shall be guitty of any fraud, partiality, or neglect, may be 
committed for one month, or fined any sum not exceedii^ 
£20. at the discretion of the Deputy Lamtenants. 
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SECTION XXXVI. 

i^tp of Conftabietf a» it tdateif to ^i» i^rt^'fi 

%vMp. 

I. BILLETING OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS IN GENERAL. 

The Act of 42 Geo. 111. cap. 88. commonly called tlie Muting 
Act, authorises and requires Constables, Headboroughs, &c. to billet 
the officers and soldiers in his Majesty's service, in /»iw, iivep 
stables f alehffuses^ vict Mailing houses^ And the houses of sellers of wine 
hy retail f to ie drank in t))etr own houses or places theheunto ieiong" 
ing, (except persons who keep taverns only, being freemen of the 
Vintner's Company of the city of London, admitted before the 
5th July, 1757, or who smce havie, df hereafter shall be admitted 
in right of patrimony or apprenticeship ;) — Also all houses ofper^ 
sons selling brandy y strong waters^ cydery iic. hy retailj to he drank 
in houses (except the houses of distillers, who keep places for dis- 
tilling strong waters, and the house of any shopkeeper whose 
dealings &hali be more in other goods than in strong waters, so 
ihat sQch distillers and shopkeepers do not suiFer tippling in their 
houses). 

ist. Soldiers shall not be billeted in any other house than those 
ibove described, nor in no private house whatsoever. 

ad. All Billets, when made out by the Constable, shall be de- 
livered into the hands of the Commanding OfRcer present. 

3d. But the Billets so delivered, shall be only for the effective 
soldiers present to be quartered^ and no more, — as the Act particu- 
larly directs. 

4th. Any military Officer who shall quarter soldiers otherwise 
than this Act directs, or who shall oirer any menace or com- 
pulsion tendmg to deter, or discourage Constables performing 
their duty, shau, on being convicted thereof before two Justices 
6f Peace on the oath of two witnesses, (if the conviction is af- 
firmed at the Sessions,) be disabled from holding any military 
employment in. his Majesty's service. 

fiy 25 Geo. Ill, cap, 3. Comtables^ on receiving an order from the Ad- 
miralti/y nre bound to quarter Marines in the houses liable to 
receive soldiers. 

BILLETING OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS IN THE CITY AND 
LIBERTY OF WESTMINSTER, AND PLACES ADJACBNT IN 
MIDDLESEX AND SURREY, AND THE BOROUGH OP 
SOUTHWARk,— (the CITY OF LONDON EXCEPTED.) 

When High Constables, petty Constables, Headboroughs, &c« 
\vithin the limits above-mentioned, are required to quarter the 
officers ^nd soldiers of his Majesty's guards, the respective High 
Constables shall issue out precepts to the petty Constables, &c. in 
the several parishes, wards^ haQilets^ districts^ &c, within their 
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respective divi^iQUs, to billet such officers and $ddiers in the 
houses subjected thereto^ a? above picntipned, — equally and pro^ 
porthftaifyy according ta the pi^mhrto h. quarter^d^ and of the houset 
subject to receive them, as before mentioned. 

And to prevent abuses in billeting soldiers in Westminster, and 
places adjacent in Middlesex and Surrey, kc* the petty Con- 
stables and Headboroughsi ^c. in their respective parishes, wards, 
pr district^, shall, at every general Quarter Sessions of the Peace, 
deliver upon oath, to the Justices in Sessions holden for fFestmin"^ 
iter, MiddleseXy and Surrey^ in open Sessions assembled, true 
Lists signtd by them, of all bouses, "with the number of persons in- 
habiting the same, who are liable (according to the description 
above mentioned) to receive officers and soldiers, together with thp 
names ^nd rank of all such oflicers^nd soldiers as are billeted iii 
each house, to the intent all persons,' on application to the Clerk 
of the Peace^ may be at libjerty to inspect the said Lists, without 
fee or reward. — And where any person shall require a copy of 
such Lists, the^ Clerk of the Peace, on being paid ^t the rate of 
twO'pence ^ sheet, containing 150 words, ^all forthwith furnish 
the same* 

Petty Constables, &c. neglecting to deliver such Lists, or who 
. shall deliver false or defective Lists, forfeit ^^5. 

REMARKS. 

• • 

These abstracts pf the existing statute relative to the billeting 
of soldiers, are g^ven with a view to impress upon the min4s, both 
of the High and Petty Constables, the great importance of the 
duty ^signed tl^e^ by the legislature, and t^e necessity of cpn.- 
ducting it, not only with the greatest purity as it respects them- 
selves, but also with a firm and determined resolution, while the 
purposes of the Act are fulfilled as it respects the quartering of of- 
^cers and soldiers, that ];kone of thpse abuses alluded to in the Acjt 
shall be suffered to take place, by issuing billets at rfipdooi o;i th^ 
mere requisition of a serje^t or other nx>Q-commjis$^pne4 o^ce^> 
The Constable n^ust evef keep in view, that the Act requires him 
" tq deliver fijllets only J or effective soldiers present to be quarffrfd, 
and no mof^e ;'* a|id that sucj^ j^illets shall ke f^^^Jly ^n4 proppr-^ 
tionally distributed, according to the number to oe quartered, and 
to the houses subject to receive them ; that the publicans may not 
Jbe burthened with a greater proportion th^n the law allows ; and 
that, abeive afl. Billets may not be drawn for men that are not ef^ 
fective or presents — Or men who are in hospitals, barrack^, or in 
fiXhtx quarters^ afFordinjg thereby an opportunity to the pe^-sonp 
who hold these fraudulent Billets, to obtain money on f^lse pre- 
tences from the publicans and others for out- quarters. 

It is the indispensable duty of every Constable to protect the 
persons liable to receive soldiers against every fraudulent device ojf 
this kind, and to visit the houses occasionally, wit,h a view to dis- 
cover all instances wiicje j^ttenipt^ Jb^ve bQen juxsAfi^ by DtQa-< 
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missioned officers or soldiers to iitiposc or to extort money on false 
pretences, by requiring more Billets than are necessary, or by using 
those unnecessary Billets fraudulently, that the offenders may be 
apprehended for the fraud, and punished by injprisonment, the pil- 
lory, or transportation, according to the sentence of the Court 
before which they are convicted.*— Every collusion on the part of 
petty Constables, &c. with a view to benefit themselves by frau- 
dulent Billets will render them parties in the conspiracy, and may 
plunge them in the deepest distress, from which they can never 
extricate themselves. 

A Constable, in issuing Billets, can never be too much on his 
guard. — He ought never to forget that it is a duty he owes to the 
public, /not only to see that the soldiers are well accommodated ; 
but that this accommodation is not lessened or abridged, or the 
publicans, &c. imposed on, by ' issuing Billets for men that 
are not effective^ and men that are not present : or if present, who 
are in part men who are already billeted, and appear for the pur- 
pose of deception.— Constables should further keep in view, that 
men who appear with such fraudulent designs, will, when they 
receive Billets, personate those who are absent, and not effective ; 
and will lay housekeepers who are unable to accommodate soldiers, 
(and who must pay them out,) under an illegal and fraudulent 
contribution, to the amount of five or six shillings a month. — ^To 
prevent th^se abuses, the Constables should see every soldier who 
is to be billetted, and should call over the names ; and where a 
fraud is suspected, on an application to the Field Officer in wait- 
ing, or the Clerk of the Orderly Room at the Horse Guards, who 
•will be very ready to assist in detecting it, and in bringing the 
offender to punishment. 

On no account should a petty Constable permit any Serjeant to 
fill up his Billets. — It is impossible for him, with a safe con- 
science, to swear to his returns being true^ unless he executes 
every part of the duty himself, (or with the assistance of some 
confidentid person acting under his direction,) which the law im- 
poses on him. — And where Billets are delivered to the serje^nts 
without seeing the soldiers, it is impossible to swear that the List 
returned to the Sessions is a true List, as the Act dir^cts^ 



• There are about 4900 houses subject to receive soldiers, within the 
limits assigned by law for quartering the three regiments of guards. -^If the 
six High Constables, namely, for Weumimtert HoUorn^ Finsbury^ the TouierLibertyiy 
Tower HamUtSy and Southxvarky attend to the directions of the Act in distributing 
the men equally and froportionably y according to the number to be quartered^ and 
that no false Billets are put in circulation, the burden upon the whole will be 
comparatively light; and the persons liable to receive S9ldiers will be pro- 
tected against frauds, which in the year 1791 were estimated in the whole to 
amount to little short of /i 2,000. in th^ coursie of a year*-r-Regulations have 
been introduced into the Act with a view to correct this evilj but further 
improvements in the system appear to be necessary, to which the attention of 
th« Secretary at War is directed, with every disposition to prevent abuses. 
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Upon the whole, let Jt be the rule With all Constables, 
1*^ To distribute the Billets equally and proportionaffy^ toith&utfjvov/t 

or qjffection. 
2rf. To grant Billets only to effective men present, as the law directs^ 
3d. To deliver no Billets without seeing the men ; — and tA&oe all, nd 

blank billets, without names inserted, 

Ath, To go round to evert/ house, according to the directions of tht 

Act, and return the name of every officer and soldier quartered ; 

and it would be of importance, xuith a view to the discovery of 

frauds, if the returns specified both the in and out-quarters, 

5th, To remove no Billets without the advice and sanction of a Ma^ 

gistrate, 
f;$r It is at the same time the indispensable duty of Constables 
to give every facility and dispatch in billeting soldiers; 
and to see that they suffer no inconvenience from any un- 
necessary delay in procuring proper quarters. 

BILLETING SOLDIERS IK CITIES, TOWNS, AND VIL- 
LAGES; AND IN THE COUNTRY, INCLUDING DRA« 
GOONS, &C. 

By section 29 of the Mutiny Act, / 1802,) Constables, Headbo- 
roughs, Tithingmen, and other Chief Officers and Magistrates of 
cities, towns, and villages, and other places, or any one Justice of 
Peace inhabiting in or near any such city, town, village, or place> 
are authorised and required to billet officers and soldiers in his 
Majesty's service in the houses and places hereinbefore described ; 
but not in private houses. And by the 2^}^ section of the said 
Act, the officers, men, and horses belonging to his Majesty's 
Horse or Dragoons, are to be quartered in the inns, livery stables, 
alehouses, victualling houses, and other houses allowed by this 
Act, and are to be furnished by the occupiers with diet a'nd small 
beer, and with stables and hay for their horses, paying for the 
same but of the subsistence-money, the rates hereafter mentioned. 
And persons who have no stables are to make such allowance to 
others who furnish stables as two Justices shall think reason- 
able ; sec. 34. 
Sec. 35. ftragoons and their horses to be billeted in the same 
houses ; namely, one man where there shall be one 
or two horses, nor less than two men where there 
shall be four horses, and so in proportion for a greater 
number ; and each man shall be billeted as near his 
horse as possible. 
Sec. 36. Commanding Officers may change Billets for the bene- 
fit of the service, and Magistrates and Constables are 
required to billet the men so exchanged. 
Sec. 37. Officers taking money, or suffering money to be taken, 
for excusing persons liable to receive soldiers, shall be 
cashiei«d* 
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Sec. 38- High Consubles, Beadles, or other ofScers or persons 
whatsoever, authorised to billet ofGcers and soldifers, 
who shall neglect or refuse (o find quarters when re- 
quired, (provided sufficient notice be given before the 
arrival of the trotms,) or shall demand or receive any 
reward or agree fxir any sum of money for excusinz 
persons liable to receive soldiers, shall forfeit £$• ^"^ 
not less than 4.01. for each offence. 
Persons liable to quarter soldiers who shall refuse to re- 
ceive and victual officers and men, or who shall not 
furnish good and sufii(5ient hay and straw for the 
■ horses billeted^ shall foifcit /"$. and not less than 40*. 

Sec. 39. To prevent abuses in quartering soldiers, one or more 
Justices in their respective jurisdictions may, by a 
warrant under their hands and seals, require and com- 
mand the High Constable, or other officer who shall 
billet soldiers, to giye an account in writing to the 
Justices requiring the same, of the number of officers 
and soldiers quartered by them, and the names of the 



Sec. 40, 41. Innhotders and others upon wham soldiers shall be quartered^ 
(except on a march, or employeH in recruiting, and Itkewise ex- 
cept the recruits by them raised, for the space of seven days at 
most for Mich non- commissioned officers and coldiers who are 
recruiting, and recruits by them raised,] who shall be desirous t» 
furnish candles, vinegar, and salt, gratis, and allow the use of 
fire to non-commissioned oflicers and soldiers for dressing and 
eating their meat, and shall give notice of such desire to the 
Commanding Officer, in such case, thejr ihall provide their own 
victuals antf small beer, and receive their subsistence- nwney 
instead of the innholder. 
Sec. 4». Military officers, into whose hands subsistence -money shall come, 
shall give notice thereof to the innholders quartering soldiers, 
to whom the money aptdies, and shall in four days afwr call for 
the accounts or debts (if any shall be) between them and the 
officers and soldiers so quartered, and shall pay the same before 
the subsistence -money be distributed, either to officers or soU 
diers, provided that the said accounts do not exceed as follow : 
viz. Diet asd I Hay & Uraw 

tmaUictr. \/v_tecA Aorse. 

For a commissioDcd Of&cer of Horse, 
beingunder the degree of a Captain - £9 ;> q £006 

For 3 commissioned Officer of Dra- 
goons, being under the degree of a Cap- 
tain - • - oioooS 

For a commissioned Officer of Foot, 
beingunder the degree of a Capt^n o i a o o fi 

For a Light Horscln;m or tirayoon 007 o a & 

For a Foot Soldier - - o o j 

Where any officer makes default in respect to innholders, the 
Pi^master shall make good the debts contracted, upon the pro- 
diiction of a certificate of two Justices that the said debts uavc 
been proved by two wiluesses at ihc Sesuuns. 
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l^tersons, and the street or place> and signs (if any) 
where they ate billetted, that the said Justices itiay be 
\he better enabled to prevent and punkh abuses in 
tjtiartering soldiers. 
Sec. 43. Kd officer, civil or military, is authorised to quartet 
atiy wives, children, men or maid servants of any of- 
ficer or soldier without the consent of the owners,-^ 
i)enalty lox. forfeited by the civil officer, and the mi- 
itary o^cer to be cashiered. 



SECTION XXXVII. 

)S!>dtp <^t€imttmt0A0 it tA«tt^ to t^t ^ttibifitm of 
iiatmee^ foe W ^yttti?'^ fwct0 in t^eit 
su^cDeier, oc fot t|et€ Ikmsi, 4tloat|jS^» oc %cmu^ 

The 45th section of the Mutiny Act (1802) authorises Justices 
to issue their warrants to Constables where troops are on a march^ 
requiring th\em to provide carrriages and able men to drive the 
same, allowing them time to provide such carriages, that the 
neighbouring parts may not always bear the burthen ; and speci- 
fying in the said warrants the places to which they shall travel, 
not exceeding one day's journey, except in cases of necessity, 
where the day's march of the troops is prescribed in the order 
produced to the Magistrate, and where the same does not exceed 
25 miles, paying down in hand to the Constables, for the use of 
those who provide the carriages, as follows : viz* 

Waggons or carriages with 5 horses, is. for the number of 

miles mentioned in the warrant. 
Waintvith 6 oxen, ix. per mile 

Warn with 4 oxen and 2 horses, ix. dittp. 
Carts with 4 horses, gJ. ditto. 

And so in proportion for less carriages. 

Or any further sum 'not exceeding ^d. for any carriage rated at 
li. a mile ; and 3//. fOr ^very cartage rated at gJ. a mile f 
and so in .proportion for less carriages, as the same shall be 
fixed by the Justices ffranting the warrants, th^ having re- 
gard to the price of hay and oats at the time of *fixiag such 
additional rates. 

iThe Constable is to give m receipt in writing to the person 
paying hJm the money.— —Milhary officers, for whose detach- 
ments, &c. carriages are provided, constraining or forcing any 
carriage to travel beyond^the distance specified in the Magistrate's 
Warranty or wh9 shall not discharge Ae/sahxe in due time to return 
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home on the same day, (if practicable,) or who shall sufief any 
soklier or servant, (except such as are sick,) or any Woman to ride 
on any carriage^ or who shall force any Constable by threatning 
or menacing words^ to provide saddle horses for themselves or ser- 
vants» or shall force horses from the owners, by themselves, 
servants, or soldiers, shall forfeit for every such offence ^5. on 
proof thereof made before two Justices. 

In cases where the day's march shall be such, either owing to 
distance, the state of the roads, or season of the year, as not to 
admit of a return of the carriages on the same 'day on which they 
shall have been impressed, such further compensation shall be 
made to the owners as shall be deemed reasonable by the Magis- 
trate who granted the warrant, not exceeding the usual rate and 
lure of such carriages. 
Sec. 46. In cases of emergency, the Secretary at War may 
authorise a Commanding Officer or Commissary Ge- 
neral of Stores, to require Justices to issue warrants 
for providing saddle horses, and four-wheeled car- 
riages let to hire ; and also vessels used in canals or 
rivers with men andhorses, to convoy arms, baggage, 
&c. and on such requisition Justices are required to 
issue their warrants to Constables, to provide such 
carriages usually let for hire ; and also boats, barges, 
aod vessels used for the carriage of coals, lime, and 
goods, on rivers and canals, with able men and horses 
to drive, navigate, and draw the same ; and the offi- 
cers demanding such conveyances shall pay down in 
hand to the Constable for the hire such sums as the 
Justices shall direct, not exceeding the usual rates, 
(exclusive of tolls and post-horse duty, which in such 
cases are not to be demanded,) for the use of the re- 
spective owners, and shall give a receipt without a 
stamp to the person paying the same^ and the of- 
ficer commanding may send by the above mentioned 
conveyances arnis, cloaths, accoutrements, baggage, 
officers, soldiers, servants, women, children, andother 
persons. « 

Sec. 47* Officers forcing or constraining horses, carriages, boats, 
' &c. to proceed beyond the distance specified in the 

warrant of the Magistrate, without a licence from one 
or more Justices, shall forfeit ^5. 
Sec. 48. No waggon, wain, cart, or carriage impressed, shall 

be liable to carry above 30cwt, 
Sec* 1 8. Where a High Constable or a Petty Constable .shall 
neglect or tefuse to execute the warrants of the Jus* 
tices respecting the provision of men, carriages, boats, 
&c. he or they shall forfeit for each oiFsnce 40f.-and 
not less than 7,qs» 
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Sec. 19. Where the money paid to Confitabtes may hot be suffi«> 
cient to answer the charge and expense of providing 
carriages, boats, &c. and to guard and protect them 
against advances of nioney and oppression, all over- 
pluses are to be n)ade good to the Constables by the 
Treasurer for the county for which he acts, out of the 
• county stock* 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It is the Indispensable duty of all Constables, when authorised 
and required by the warrant of a Magistrate, to use every exertion 
in procuring carriages apd other conveyances for his Majesty's 
forces while on a march. — It is a duty of great importance j and 
oughl to be performed with vigour and firmness^ at the same time 
with good temper^ pn the part of the Constable. — It is by the ex- 
ercise and prudence in such emergencies that those who are forced 
into this service are made to see its necessity and importance ; and 
by being thus reconciled to it, a greater degree of energy and dis- 
patch is manifested than when menaces and Insolent language ^e 
used. 

Under all circumstances, those peace officers who are appointed 
to perform this public duty, must feel that it is a service which 
requires not only to be well done^ but to be accomplished with all 
possible dispatch. 



■ H ■ J I ^"^w^T— ^^wp—^PT<<>f J . n i n 



SECTION XXXVIII. 

I^tp of Con&a&I(j9( dj$ it relateie^ to SDefertecisr firom 

By the 60th clause of the Mutiny Act, (1802,) it is declared to 
be lawful for any Constable, Headborough, &c. to apprehend any 
person who may reasonably be suspected to be a deserter, and to 
carry him before a Magistrate for examination ; and if by his own 
confession, or the oath of one witness, he appears to be an enlisted 
soldier, the Constable by virtue of the warrant of the Justice may 
convey him to prison. 

Constables and others apprehending deserters, on producing a 

certificate of such deserter's being in safe custody, in the Savoy or 

other prison, by virtue of a warrant from a Justice, such Justice 

shall issue his order to the Collector of the land tax to pay the 

Constable or other person who apprehended such deserter the sum 

of 2ox. 

Sec. 61 • Persons harbouring, concealing, or assisting any de- 

• serter from his Majesty's service, knowing him to be 

such, shall forfeit -for every offence the sum of 3^5. to 

be recovered before one Justice. 

G • 
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Sec. 62. Persons knowingly detaining, buying, or exchanging, 
or otherwise receiving from any soldier or deserter, 
or other person, on any pretence whatsoever, any 
arms, dotnes, caps, belonging to the King, or any- 
such articles belonging to any soldier or deserter ge- 
nerally deemed regimental necessaries, shall forfeit for 
every offence the sum of ^^5. to be recovered before 
one Justice. 



PART XL 

Explanation of the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
treasonable and seditious Conspiracies against the 
Sovereign, the Government and Constitution of the 
Country, and the Security of the Subject. 

SECTION XXXIX. 

j^utp of dttoitxMt^ telatite to tcaitotouisr Con^ 

racieiS, 8cc. 

It being the duty of every Constable to visit frequently the dif- 
ferent public houses in his ward, district, or division, with a view 
to licences^ hilleting soldiers^ and vajrious other objects mentioned 
in these directions, it is indispensably necessary that he should make 
particular and minute inquiry relative to the nature and purpose 
of all clubs or meetings which may be assembled at any time in 
the public houses under his particular charge, and that he should 
make it a matter of conscience to use every prudent and discreet 
method to discover whether such clubs are for any political purpose ? 
Whether they are composed of a mixture of the superior and inferior 
classes of the people? fVhether soldiers at any time are admitted into 
such meetings ? Whether papers are circulated' among the members , 
oaths administered, or speeches made ? and Whether there is an affec- 
tation of secrecy or myhery in their proceedings ? And wherever a 
suspicion is excited, notice should be given thereof, by means of a 
private communication with one or more of the Magistrates of the 
district ; first endeavouring to procure the names and places of 
abode (where it can be prudently done without exciting suspicion) 
of as many of the members as possible, with every other particu- 
lar which can throw light on the object or design of such meet- 
ings.— Keeping in view at the same time, that (while crimes of 
this nature may be in a great measure prevented by vigilance and 
attention) if conspiracies tending to any wicked or unlawful pur- 
pose are discovered by any other means^ it will be a severe renec« 
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tion, and a great reproach on every Constable in whose ward or 
district such conspiracies are found, as well as a mark of great 
carelessness if not disloyalty, and also a want of a due attention to 
the solemn oath administered to every Constable on his admission 
to office, namely, " that he shall well and truly serve our sove^ 
reign Lord the King, according to the best of his skill and knowledge, ^^ 
As no greater calamity can befal any country than that which 
arises from conspiracies against its government, or against the 
persons or property of individuals, since, if permitted to grow into 
maturity, it produces bloodshed^ death, and every other evil, tend* 
ing to the ruin of families, the destruction of property, and the 
dissolution of that order by which society exists, no man that is 
not in the greatest degree wicked and depraved will enter into 
such criminal conspiracies : and every . man so disposed is art 
enemy to his country. 

As Constables, by the constitution and laws of England, are in 
an especial degree intrusted with the preservation of the King's 
peace, and as the old word Conning or Constable means a stay or 
prop to the King's government, to them it particularly belongs to 
watch narrowly the conduct of all the King's enemies and op- 
posers whatsoever, not only in public houses but in all other places, 
that their criminal desighs may be frustrated, wherever they ma- 
nifest a disposition to do mischief.* 

In cases of this nature, (of all others the most important,) it 
will be criminal in a Constable to remain inactive, where a sus- 
picion is excited in his mind ; and it will be equally so to conceal 
from the Magistrates any information which comes to his know- 
ledge tending to the hurt or injury of his Majesty, or his govern- 
ment, or of any of his subjects ; such as, 

ist. Conspiracies to overturn the government^ or injury to the 

sacred person of the King or his Royal Family* 
2d. Attempts to seduce soldiers or seamen from their duty and 

allegiance, and to bear arms against their Sovereign. 
3d. Attempts to seduce ignorant persons or others to bear arms 

against the King, and to take unlawful oaths. 
4th. Unlawful conspiracies with a view to injure the property 
or destroy person^s of the King's subjects^ . 
These are declafed by the laws to be the highest and most 
atrocibus crimes which can he committed, and the of- 
fenders are subjected to the severest and most ignominious 
punishments which the Judges can legally inflict; and 
therefore are most of all deserving the attention of all 
persons who sprve the office of Constable. 

• Where Constables are vigilant and -useful in disco veringfgnB detecting 
treasonable or sedttiaus designs against thi^iMa'tsty or 'his. government, in 
addition to the credit which attaches to such meritorious conduct,- they wi)l 
alwap bp iibfrally rj?)irarded for. their services. » ,,..> . ,, 
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PART XIL 

Explaining the Duty of a Constable as it relates to 
making Distress for Rents, Taxes, Parish Rates, 
&c. ; and for Penalties incurred in consequence of 
the Convictions of Magistrates^ and other Chief 
Officers. 

SECTION XL. 
tit\At%\ittt iDitttet&fi anb j&ak (ok ^mu 

Tfce goods of the occupiers of houses or lodgings rented by tftd 
year, half year, or tnonthj may be distrained ror rfent due, or in 
arrear ; and the goods of a weekly tenant may be detained fdr rent 
due, if ah attempt is made to carry them aWay. — If a tnonthly or 
weekly lodger depart his lodgings^ the landlord may advertise the 
Articles left im the newspapers, which may be sold in fourteen 
diays attef, if he does n6t relurn ahd take them away. The lavr 
prescribes nO particular mode of removing a Weekly lodgef , unless 
in his absence the landlord locks the door^, which the loacer is not 
to break at his peril. This cannot however be done if the lodger 
pays his rent regularly. Weekly lodgers in Westminster tnay bfr 
cued for rent in the Court of Conscience for that jurisdiction. 

It is convenient that a Constable should be present when goods 
lare distrained for rent, and it Is his diity to assist the landlord or 

f>erson distraining ; and where any goods shall be ta^en in distress 
or rent reserved or due, and the tenant or owner does not within 
five days after notice being given thereof replevy the same, according 
to law, then the person distraining may, with the assistance of the 
Constable, cause the goods to be appraised, and afterwards may 
sell the saine for the best price towards the payment of the ren^ 
actually due, and the reasonable charges, leaving the overplus in 
the Constable's hands for the use of the owner. Stat, C(, Willlan? 
^nd Mary, cap. 5.— u Geo. II. cap. 19. 

APPRAISER^' OATflf, 

Tom ihaH swear that you wiU faithfvUp apfnnise and xxdtte the goods 
now taken in dtitrmy and mentioned in the inXientory to you 
^hovm^ as between buyer and seller^ aofording to the best of your 

. , . , skiU and understanding ; and t%at y<m wiU notf through partiality f 
interest f or othertpise^ over or under estimate the said goods. 

So help you God* 

The rent may be tenderediafter the five days, if no appraisement j^ 
and a tepder after appraisrment prevent? the sale;, for ^1> is but to 
l^avethp ffent. V. 

it is the duty of the Constable to s^^af no unfair ^v^ntagi^ 
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is taken of the person whose goods are distrained^ and that they 
are not collusively disposed of, but sold as the law directs, ** at 
the best price thai can oe gotten J"* — ^The Constable is bound to give 
a receipt for the overplus, after satisfying the rent and charges, 
imd to pay it over to the tenant veithout loss of time. 

DISTRESSES AND SALE BY VIRTUE OF THE WARRANT OF 

A MAGISTRATE, &C. 

In executing warrants of distress and sale of goods under the 
authority of Magistrates or other Chief Officers, it is the duty of 
every Constable to conform strictly to the directions he receives, 
and most carefully to avoid any wanton or improper exercise of 
the powers with which he is invested on such, occasions. — He 
must have a tender regard to the property of the person distrained 
Upon ; and he is bound not only to prevent all dilapidation and 
abuse, but also to see that a fair and just inventory is made ; that 
the goods therein mentioned are appraised by a person duly swora 
(as above) to do justice between the parties ; and if the sum men- 
tioned in the warrant is not paid within the time limited therein,^ 
so as to render a sale ultimately necessary, it is further the duty of 
the Constable to obtain the best price that can be gotten, and after 
deducting the sum due and the reasonable charges, to pay over 

i without loss of time) the surplus to the owner of the goods 
istrained. 

A Constable will commit a trespass, if of his own authority he 
makes a forcible entry where the law requires the warrant of a 
Justice ; neither can he appraise the goods himself, or sell them, 
until the time mentioned ih the warrant expires. — ^There must in 
such cases be no favour or partiality shewn to the creditor or 
debtor ; wherever this is discovered. Constables become unworthy 
of the important trust reposed in them, and are subject to disgrace 
and puni^ment. 

In executing a warrant for levying a penalty or other sum of 
money, directed by^ an Act of Parliament by distress, the Con- 
stable is authorised to deduct his own reasonable charges of takings . 
ieepingy and selling the goods distrained, before he returns the 
pyerplMS \q the owner. 27 Geo. II. cap. ^o. 



PART XIII. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables with respect to 
TFarr^nts and Summons in general ; Prosecutions^ 
for Abuse of Power, and Escapes. 

SECTION XLI. 

m 

WARRANTS. 

livery Constable is bound to execute the Warrants of Magis- 
trates within his jurisdiction ; but he ought carefully to distinguish 
between a fP^arrant and a Summons. — -The first gives authority, 
with all speed and secrecy, to seek out, seize, and apprehend the 
person therein mentioned,* and to bring him or her before the 
Magistrate granting the warrant \ or he may carry the prisoner 
before some other J ustice of the county, if it be not specially 
mentioned, but when convenient it is usual to carry the person 
j^ . before the Justice with whom the complaint origi- 
. f' nated ; and the Constable is to consider the person ap- 
^atn prehended in his custody, and that he is responsible 

persons* ^^^.j j^^ j^ either discharged by the Justice, dr deli- 
vered by virtue of a commitment into the charge of the Gaoler, 
there to remain until liberated by due course of law. — The sum- 
mons is merely a notice to attend the Magistrate on a given day, 
which will be explained in its proper place. 

Where prisoners are sent back to gaol for further examination, 
It is the duty of the apprehending Constable to attend all exami- 
nations until the prisoner is finally committed for trial, or dis- 
charged. 

In cases where it becomes necessary to execute a warrant in 
another county, out of the jurisdiction of the Magistrate who 
jgranted it — The Constable pursuing a person who escapes, or 
who is out of his county, must see the Magistrate sign the war- 
rant, (and it must be special to himself,} so as to be able tomake 
oath to the hand writing before any Justice in the jurisdiction or 
county to which the person may have escaped, who will there- 
upon indorse the said warrant, which will give authority to the 
Constable to take the person therein mentioned into custody, wKq 
he may follow from county to county, applying for a new indorse- 
ment as often as it shall be necessary. 

• An Officer gives sufficient notice, when he says to the person named in 
his warrant, / arrest you in the King't name, , &c. in such case the party is 
bound to obey ; yet it his authority is questioned, it is prudent to stare that 
he is a Constable, and that he holds a warrant against the party arrested. 
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In executing search warrants, great circumspection and presence 
of mind are necessary on the part of the Constable. « , 
— If the warrant is for tSe discovery of stolen gockls, ^^^ f ^^^' 
the first object is to carry sufficient force to watch ^^Jj^^ 
the doors and windows, that no person escapes, and ^y? "^^f ^" 
that nothing is thrown into yards or passages with- ^ V ^ ^^^^ 
out beine immediately detected while the search, is going on within 
^oors. As Criminal receivers of stolen gpods are generally very 
acute, and resort to various ingenious contrivances for the purposes 
of conce^ment, the premises ought to undergo the closest inspec- 
tion, especially in cases where the parties are known or reputed 
receivers. The floors should be examined, and also the walls and 
wainscoat, to discover whether there are any secret or trap doors, 
and every chest, trunk, box, closet, &c. should; be completely 
emptied. In this process, the Constable holding the vvr;arfant 
should be furnished with a list of the articles stolen, and a person 
^ ought to attend to identify them. Where there is a communica- 
tion with the roof of the house by a trap door or otherwise, the 
search, should extend to the tiles, where goods stolen in cases of 
alarm are frequently lodged. K% pawnbrokers' duplicates in naost 
cases lead to the discovery of goods stolen, all that are found 
■ should be secured, and a list made of every thing so found, and the 
whole produced before the Magistrate. 

In executing warrants, authorised by different Acts of Parlia^ 
ment, to search for goods suspected to be stolen from a j 
ships or vessels in the river Thames, or for lead, ^^^<^ y^ar^m 
iron, and other metals, concealed in any house or ^^^Jf^^ 
place, it is the duty of the Constable to adhere ^J^ JJV' i 
strictly to the warrants, and to remove no article ^^^/ ^ 
which such warrants do not particularly authorise, 
although of a suspicious nature, neither must any house or place 
be searched or disturbed which is not described in all search war- 
rant, or* any improper severity used. To prevent alarm or oppo- 
sition, it will be the duty of every Constable to state his authority 
in terms of the utmost civility before he proceeds to search, and 
to execute the duty assigned him with the utmost caution and dis- 
cretion, and never upon any occasion to excc;ed the powers con- 
tained in the warrant. 

Constables ought also to know that they can only search in 
most case? in the day time, and not after dark, except authorised 
to do so by the warrant ; and further, that searches of their own 
authority are unlawful, and cannot be warranted, unless by the 
voluntary consent of the owners or occupiers. 

If any person shall behave contemptuously with respect to any 
warrant of a lawful Magistrate, by treading it under feet, or cast- 
ing it in the dirt, or burning or destroying it, &c. the offender 
may be bound to his good behaviour, and may also be indicted and 
fined. 
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Constables are to execute all the warrants of Justices, and not to 
dispute them, where ihe Magistrate balhiurisdictian, and the viar— 
rant It lawful. If a warrant be direaefl to a Constable by name, 
though he cannot be bound to leave his own parish, he may if he 
will ; and he is justified by the warrant in executing it any where 
within the jnrtsdiction of the Justice who granted it, oi;him wh<» 
l^atly indorses it. But where a warrant is directed to all C»n- 
slaHtf, t^c. it is held that no 0!Hcer can execute it out of his 
precinct. 
By 33 Geo. III. tap. 55. Constables neglecting their duty, or disobeying 
any order or ■warrant of a Justice, forfeit for exery effence 
40f. 
FXOSECUTIONS OF CONSTABLES FOS ABUSE OF POWEH. 

It is the duty of every Constable to retain and (tie all warranty 
eninisted to him to execute, for his own justification, at the same 
time he is bound to certify to the Magistrate what he has done in 
icspect to the same. When no cause exists for such warrants being 
in force, they ought to be discharged. 

It is necessary that such warrants should be preserved, because 
no action can be brought against any Constable for any thing done 
in obedience to the warrant of a Justice, until a requisition is first 
made in writing, and signed by the prosecutor or his attorney, de- 
manding the original or a copy of the said warrant, and until the 
same has been refused or neglected for six days ; and in case after 
' such demand and compliance therewith, any action shall be 
brought without making the Justice a defendant, then, on pro- 
ducing and proving such warrant, fif the powers therein contained 
shall not have been exceeded,) the Jury shall give a verdict for the 
Constable, notwithstanding any delect of jurisdiction in the Justice 
granting the same. 

No action can be brought against a Constable unless com- 
menced within six calendar months after the act committed. 

If any action is brought against a Constable for any act done 
by virtue of his office, he, and all others acting under him, may 
plead the general issue, and give the special matter in evidence, 
and if he recovers he shall have double costs. 2i James I. cap. 5. 

ESCAPES. 

A Constable permitting a felon to escape, bef(»e arrested, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor, for which he may be indicted and fined ; 
and if the felon be actually in custody, and then he voluntarily 
permits him to escape, it is felony in the Constable. For his "own 
security he* may put a felon in the stocks, or in close prison ; he 
may put irons upon him, or pinion him, to prevent an escape- 
Great severity, however, beyond what is necessary for atfe 
custody, excepting with respect 10 very desperate offenders, wIU 
BOt be exercised by a humane and intelligent <^cer.'_ 
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If the escape is involuntary or by negligence, or if the felon 
destroys himself, under circumstances where the Constable may 
be taken by surprise, he is only subject to a fine- 

A Constable m^y pursue an offender making his escape into 
another country, and bring him back to the Magistrate under 
whose authority he acted. 

All persons rescuing or aiding a prisoner to escape from a Con- 
stable, conveying him to prison by virtue of a warrant of commit- 
ment for treason or felony, are guilty of felony, and liable to be 
transported for seven years. 

Every prudent Officer will consider the charge of a prisoner as 
a sacred charge^ requiring every degree of vigilance and attention. 
In such situations, he ought never to suffer himself to be for one 
moment off his guards until his prisoner is in the custody of the 
Gaoler. 

SUMMONS. 

Every Constable before he proceeds to the house of any person 
with whom he is directed to leave a summons signed by a Magis- 
trate to appear before him, should first make a fair copy of it, 
and he should note down in his memorandum-book at tJbhat house 
he left ity at what houTy and whether it was delivered to the person 
summonedj or to what other person in the house where he resides. 
On the day, and at the hour appointed for the party summoned to 
appear, it is fit that the Constable should attend, to verify if ne- 
cessary that the summons was duly served, and that the original 
corresponding with the copy produced was left at the house or re- 
sidence of the party summoned. Many cases occur where parties 
who refuse to appear may be convicted of heavy penalties : it is 
therefore of great importance that Constables should be extremely 
accurate in executing tTlis duty, and that in all important cases at 
least they should file and preserve the copies of all summonses 
served by them. 



PART XIV. 

Explaining the Duty of ConstMes who are appointed 
in Rotation to attend the different fFatch-houses in 
the Metropolis, and in other large Cities where 
ff^atcbmen and Patroles are established. 

SECTION XLII. 

It Is a general rule in all the parishes, wards, or districts in the me- 
tropolis, and in most large cities where Watchmen are established^ 

H 
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that the Constables shall take upon them the duty of attending the 
Watch-houses in rotation, and of remaining there from the time 
the Watchmen go upon duty in the evening until thp hour in the 
morning assigned for them to depart to their respective homes. 

It is the duty of the Constable of the Night to be at the Watch<» 
house at the time the whole of the Watchmen and Patroles are 
as^mbled ; and before they proceed to their respective beats or 
valksi to see that they are all perfectly sober* and that none are 
absent ; and when any irregularity is discovered, to note down 
the same as a charge in the watch-book against the person offend^ 
ingy with a view to bring the delinquents before the Superin- 
tendants or Trustees of the Watch in the morning. In this respect 
there must be no favour, affection, or connivance whatsoever on the 
part of the Constable upon duty. And if in the course of the 
night he learns that Watchmen or Patroles have not attended to 
the doors and shutters of the inhabitants within their walks, or 
have been in public houses, (when not called upon in the line of 
their duty to keep the peace or to apprehend oflFenders,) or that 
they have been asleep in their boxes, and have not called the hour 
pointedly and regularly, or have not done their duty in apprehend* 
mg persons lurking about with an intent to comAiit felonies, or 
others charged with offences, or have in any respect misbehaved 
themselves, such acts of delinquency must' be distinctly recorded 
in the watch-book, for the information of the Magistrates and 
Trustees in the morning) that the offenders may suffer punish- 
ment according to the nature of the offence. 

fjfT The better to enable Constables to know the duties which 
every Watchman is called upon to perform^ they will find 
* the same detailed in the Appendix to this book. 

The principal duty of the Constable in (he course of the night 
is to receive into his custody, and safely to keepi aU persons 
brought to the Watch-house charged with offences or disoiderly 
conduct, until they can be brought before the Magistrate in the 
morning: but unless on a violent suspicion of felony excited in 
the mind of the Constable, no person can be lawfully detained, 
unless the person at whose instance he or she was apprehended 
shall come forward and state the specific offence, which the Con- 
stable is to^ write down in the watch-book, and the person charg"> 
injg must sign the same, and add thereto in writing his true place 
cf abode, and trade or profession, and whether a housekeeper or 
a lodger ; and this being done, the Constable must also acknow- 
ledge by his signature or name put to the charge« that the pnsoner 
is in his custody. But he must be previously satisfied that the of- 
fence charged is against law, and such as authorises him to detain 
the person ; and further, that the party accusing must come 
under a sol«nn engagement to appear before th? M?»|?«tnit^ in th^ 
mornings to make ^ood ^ s^id ^\mgp* 
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A Constable having no discretionary power committed to him 
by law, cannot of his own authority liberate a person thus charged ; 
but as cases frequently occur where persons of known respectabi- 
lity have been carried to Watch-houses, it has been customary, 
tipon their undertaking to appear, or some friend becoming bound 
for th^ir appearance next morning, to permit them to go home 
when accused of oflfences of a slight nature. As however in such 
instances a certain degree of responsibility attaches to the Con- 
stable, inasmuch as he does this at his own risk, it will be pru* 
dent in such cases that the person becommg bail should enter with 
his own hand upon the watch*book the obligation he has come 
under, and should sign the same, and add his piace §f abode and 
trade, profession, ifc. Where no act of corruption takes place by 
asking or receiving money for indulgencies, the law is best exe- 
cuted when no severity beyond what is absolutely necessary to an- 
awef the ends ofpublic justice is exercised. 

Every Night Constable should understand that all prisoners de- 
livered to him (properly charged) are considered to be in his 
tnsfodyy and that it is his duty to bring them before the Magistrate, 
with the prosecutors and the witnesses ; and in order to enable 
him to do so, it would be proper, where persons have attended at 
the Watch-house who can prove any offence committed, to get 
them to insert their names and places of abode, with an under- 
taking to appear before the Magistrate in the morning. 

In cases of felony, it is the duty of the Night Constable in- 
stantly to search the prisoner, and to detain all suspicious articleis; 
in which may be included watches, handkerchiefs, and duplicates^ 
as well as money, to be produced in evidence before the Ma- 
gistrate. 

No Constable bf the Night ought to exercise greater severity 
than is necessary fof the safe custody of prisoner^, and in Might 
ofiences every afssistance should be given to enable prisoners to 
send for their friends ; but a Constable is unworthy of the trust 
reposed in him if he demands or extorts, or even receives money 
for any indulgence, or for any act done in the execution of his 
office, unless with the knowledge and consent of a Magistrate, 
and such gratuities only as shall spontaneously arise from the li- 
berality of the panics, and from a wish to make a recompense for 
time spent and services performed for their immediate accommo- 
dation and benefit. 

It is the duty of all Constables attending Watch-houses not to 
keep prisoners in custody tor a longer time than is absolutely ne- 
cessary to bring them before a Justice, who will generally con- 
sider night charges as the first duty to be attended to in the 
morning ; and with this view, (in the metropolis,) the watch- 
book should be laid before the Sitting Magistrate precisely at ele- 
ven o'clock in the morning, and the persons in charge, with the 
witnesses, should then be in waiting, that they mav suffer as little 
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delay or inconvenience as possible. — The watch charges should be 
at least intelligibly written, and a space left for the insertion of 
the adjudication of the Magistrate under each separate charge. 
This is the more necessary, as watch-books are occasionally pro- 
duced as evidence at the General and Qiiarter Sessions, and also 
at the Old Bailey, and other Courts of Justice. 

In conducting a duty so important ; it would be a shocking re- 
proach upon a Constable (independent of the criminality of the 
action) to be in liquor, or not in a situation to execute the trust 
committed to his charge ^vith prudence and propriety. He ought 
to recollect that such an act of folly and indiscretion must ^ come 
to the knowledge of the Magistrates, and that it would not only 
subject him to a pecuniary penalty, but would prove fatal to his 
character. — But while his own conduct is correct, it should be his 
duty to discover whether the Watchmen or Patroles have been 
guilty of drunkenness, or any corrupt practices, by extorting 
money from unfortunate women as a licence to walk the streets, 
or in consequence of threats to apprehend them, or to screen them 
from punishment when breaches of the peace or lewd proceed- 
ings may authorise their being taken into custody. And in all 
cases where such offences are committed, it is the duty of the 
Constable to record the same in the watch-book for the informa- 
tion of the Magistrates, that the delinquents may be proceeded 
against according to law. — Where corruption prevails^ and bribes 
are received, there never can be a good Police, Where men are dis* 
honest or incapable 'of their duty^ who are appointed to guard the 
public against personal injury' and depredation upon property, the 
burdens imposed for these advantages become a robbery upon those who 
sustain them, — It is therefore the duty of Constables to report 
unfit men, from age, infirmity, or want of bodily strength, to the 
Trustees, as well as persons charged with drunkenness or corrupt 
practices. Every concealment of this nature is a fraud on the 
public. 

It will be considered as a gross breach of duty in a Constable to 
suffer tippling in the Watch-house, or any liquor to be brought 
there, except what may be necessary for moderate refreshment for 
himself while in attendance during the night. No person ought 
to be suffered to bring liquor of any kind, or any other refresh- 
ment to prisoners, on any pretence whatsoever, unless as a medi- 
cine, where persons are sick, or who require sustenance from 
being apprehended in destitute situations, and exhausted for want 
of food. 

^ Bf/14i Geo. III. cap, go. Constables within the citjf and liberty of 
Westminster J and parts adjacent, (namely, tliat part of St. 
Clement Danes and St. Mary-le-Strand not within the li- 
berty; the precinct of the Savoy ; the united parishes of St. 
Giles and St, Gedrge, Bloomsbury ; the united parishes of 
St. Andrewy HoWorn, above the Bars, and St. George thfi 
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Martyr) and the liberty of Sqf ton Hill; Hatton G^irden^ 
and Ely Rents^J ^hall watch in the Watch-houses alter^ 
nately, in a rotation to be settled by the Trustees ; and shall 
dispose of according to law all such persons as shall ^ 
brought before them^ 



PART XV. 



Respecting the Expenses incurred by Constables in tbi 

Execution of ti^ir Office. 

SECTION XLIIL 

<BjCj^ett&ies in a^ipreDattnng, anti in tonte^hg Idris 

fonetTjs? to <DaoL 

By 27 Geo. II. cap. 3. When any person apprehended has not 
goods within the county to pay the expenses incurred in com- 
milting him to gaol by the warrant of a Justice, then, on ap- 
plication by the Constable or any other officer who conveyed 
the prisoner, the Justice of the same place shall, upon oath, exa- 
mine into and ascertain the reasonable expense to be allowed, 
and shall forthwith, without fee or reward, by a warrant uhder 
his hand and seal, order the Treasurer of the county or place to 
pay the same, which he is required to do as soon as he deceives 
the warrant, and the sums so paid shall be allowed in his accounts. 

By 40 Geo. III. cap. 78. It shall be lawful for two Justices 
for any county, when any person or persons shall have been no- 
minated a special Constable for executing any warrants in cases 
of felony, to order, by any writing under their hands, such allow- 
ance to be made to such ♦Constable for his expense and trouble, 
and loss of time in executing or in endeavouring to execute such, 
warrants as to them shall seem necessary, which orders shall be 
afterwards laid before and submitted, on the oath of the special 
Constable, to the Justices at the next Quarter Sessions ^ and the 
whole, or such part as they shall allow, shall be paid by the Trea- 
surer of the county, and shall be allowed in his accounts* 

< 

EXPENSES OF A CONSTABLE IN ATTENDING FROSECUTIOHS« 

By 27 Geo. II. cap. 3. When any poor person shall appear in 
Court to give evidence on recognizance for any grand or petit 
larceny or felony,* it shall and may be in the power of the Court, 
on the prayer and on the oath of such persons in open Court, to 
order the Treasurer of the county or place where such offence was 

* Constables, according to the practice at the OM Bailey, are allowed for 
tlm$ lost and expenses incurred. 
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tommltted, to pay such sum of money ts shall seem reasonable 
for his time and irouHi and expense^ which order the proper officer 
of the Court shall make out, and deliver to such person, on being 
paid hd. and no more, and the Treasurer of the county is required 
fonhwith to pay the person authorised to receive the same. 

And by i8 Geo. Ill/cap. 19. The Court, where any person 
shall appear on recognizance or subpoena to give evidence as to 
any petit or grand larceny or other fdony, whether any bill of 
indictment be preferred or not, may order the Treasurer of the 
county to pay nim such sum as they shall think reasonable, not 
exceeding the expenses he Was b^nafidt put unto, making also (if 
he shall appear to be in poor circumstances) a reasonable allow- 
ance for his trouble and lo^ of time, which order the Clerk of 
Assize or Clerk of the Peace respectively shall forthwith make out 
and deliver to him, oh being paid for the same 6d. and no more ; 
and the Treasurer of the county on sight of the order shall pay 
the same — ^with like power to the Justices in Sessions to make re- 
gulations from time to time, with approbation of the Judges of 
Assise, concerning the costs and charges of witnesses. 

IXPENSXS TO BK RKFtrNDBD TO THB HIGH COI^aTABl»& 

OUT OF THB COUNTY BATB.- 

By 40 Geo. III. cap. 78. Two Justices within their respective 
Jurisdictions may order and direct, by a writing under their hands, 
such reasonable and necessary allowances to be made to any High 
Constable for extraordinary expenses incurred in the execution of 
his duty in cases of tumult or ttotf ot felony i and such orders shall 
be submitted, on the oath of the High Constable, to the consi- 
deration of the Justices in the Quarter Sessions, and the whole, or 
Buch part as they may allow, shall be paid by the Treasurer of 
the county. 

EXPENSES OF COMSTABLSS TO BB BBFVNDBD BY THB 

PABISH. 

Bv 18 Geo. in. ch. 19. Every Constable or other such Officer 
shall every three months, and within fourteen days <after he shall 
go out of office, deliver to the Overseers of his parish or place a 
just account in writing, fairly entered in a book to be kept for the 
purpose, and signed by him, of all the sums expended by him on 
account of the parish, township, or place, in all cases not hitherto 
provided by law ; and also of all sums received by him on account 
of the township, parish, or place ; and the Overseer shall to four** 
teen days after the account shall be so delivered, lay the same be- 
foreHhe inhabitants, and if approved by the majority of them, the 
Overseers shall pay out of the poor's rate such sum as shall appear ^ 
to be due on the said account ; but if the account, or any part 
thereof, shall be disallowed, the Overseer shall return the saiti book 
of accounts to the Officer, who may then produce the same to a 




I 

Justice, giving reasonable notice to the Overseer ; and the Justice 
shall examine the same, andhear and determine any objection which 
shall be made, and settle the sum which shall appear to him to be 
due, and enter the same in the account, and sign his name thereto, 
and the Overseer shall pay the same accordingly. Provided that 
if he shall find the parish, township, or place, aggrieved by any 
thing done or omitted by the said Constable, or by the Justice, he 
may, by giving reasonable notice to the said Justice or Constable, 
appeal to the next General or Quarter Sessions ; and the Justices 
in Sessions may from time to time lay down, or alter, such rates 
and regulations as to any costs or charges to be allowed to any 
person by virtue of this Act as to them shall seem just, which 
rules and regulations, having received the signature of one or more 
of the Judges of Assise, shall be bindings and not otherwise, oa 
^l persons whatsoever* 

REMARKS. 

It becomes a duty which every Constable owes to himself to 
provide a book on his coming into office, in conformity to the di- 
rections given in this Act, and to enter therein regularly all the 
expenses incurred by him in the execution of his office as the same 
may relate to the parish or place for which he serves as a Con* 
stable or Officer, and he should on no account omit to present the 
same to the^Overseer quarterly for pavment, taking care that the 
last quarterly account is made up, and presented within fourteen 
days after he goes oOt of office ; and in case of any dispute, it will 
be, his duty (if it cannot be otherwise adjusted) to appeal to a Ma« 
gistrate and follow the directions of the Act. 

BXPENSSS IN LEVYING DISTRESS. 

I 

By Act of ^7 Geoi;ge II. cap, 2q. Where a Constable levies 
distress by virtue of the warrant of a Justice, the reasonable 
charges are to be included of taking and keeping such distress ; 
and if a sale takes place, the Constable is authorised to deduct 
such reasonable charges out of the money arising by the sale» Md 
the overplus (if apy) to be returned to the owner. 



PART XVI. 

Respecting the Advantages which may arise to Con^ 
stables^ and other Officers of Justice^ as a Reward 
and Compensation for their Time employed, and 
their Zeal and Activity in putting the Laws in 
force against Offenders convicted under various 
penal Statutes. 

SECTION XLIV. 

The rewards which are paid on the conviction of criminal of- 
fendersy and for apprehending deserters, rogues and vagabonds, 
and disorderly persons, are already detailed in the 17th page of this 
book ; and the further compensations are explained in the three pre- 
ceeding pages ; but they are not the only benefits which a prudent 
0€tivey and discreet Constable may derive from a due and proper 
execution of his office. — The laws are made to be executed, and 
Constables are particularly called upon to give effect to the sta- 
tutes where breaches are committed ^ and in many instances (as 
have been made appear in this work) they are subject to penalties, 
if they omit^ or refuse to carry various specific Acts of Parliament 
into execution. Wherever the laws are infringed, the persons or 
prQpertyi of the King's subjects suffer an injury. If, for instance, 
offences are suffered with impunity which tend to the injury of the 
State y the corruption of morals y the multiplication of crimes ^ or to the 
insecurity of the public with respect to their persons or property ; 
the wrongs done are against ally because all are liable to suffer by 
an increase of the danger. If the offences committed are against 
the Revenue by frauds as they relate to the taxes, the loss thereby 
sustained must be made up by the community at large, and thus 
fraudulent individuals flourish at the expense of the innocent part 
of the public. The institution of Constables and other Peace Of- 
jRccrs, taken in rotation from the mass of the people, to execute the 
laws which their representatives with the consent of his Majesty 
and his hereditary counsellors have made, is a strong manifestation 
of the freedom of the subject, and of the excellence of the consti- 
tution. It is an important trust, which ought always to be executed 
with zealy purity^ and discretion. — It is thus that the people by 
being armed with authority in rotation, become' the safeguards of 
one another, when executing the office of Jurors or Constables. 

In this just point of view the office of Constable is perhaps^ 
when properly executed, the most useful of all others, since 
without such aid the laws cannot in many instances \>t executed 
at all. The public security, in the intercourse of civil society, de- 
pends on their exertions, and as often as these exertions slacken* 
this security is abridged and lessened* Th« functions of the M^^ 




~:^^^^^^^^tammama^amamt^^^^m^^mtmmiam 
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gistrates (with a few exceptions) are to judge and to determine ati 
the cases brought before them ; while it is the province of th« 
Constable to lodge informations, and to apprehend delinquents. 
Without informations the Magistrates can seldom proceed in the 
work of public justice ; and the laws have wisely provided that 
those who inform and prosecute offenders to conviction, shall, iir 
most instances, be intitled to a moiety of the penalties, where pe- 
cuniary forfeitures attach to the offence. Informers are therefore 
indispensably necessary to the execution of the laws ; and the 
Legislature (although not exclusively) has in many instances as- 
signed this duty to the Constable. ^ He is therefore not that com^ 
mon informer, according to the general acceptation of the word, 
to which popular prejudice has attached odium, not because the 
thing itself is wrong, since the law has made it necessary, but 
because many dissolute characters have taken up this trade, sel- 
dom with a view to benefit the public, but tpo often to extort 
money without any regard to the due execution of the law, of 
which they lose sight as often as their object is attairied by cor^ 
tufty illicit, and fraudulent devices. It is not so with Constables, 
(whether jparocbial or stipendiary,) armed with the authority of 
the law, and sworn to execute their office with purity and inte- 
grity. They are the legal and constitutional informers. In execut- 
ing this duty they obey the injunctions of the Legislature. To 
them, therefore, no reproach can justly attach for performing an 
•office which they are commanded to execute, and where neglect or 
refusal might subject them to penalties. They are, in fact, directed 
Jo carry the laws into execution as the subordinate coadjutors of 
Magistrates, whose orders and injunctions in this respect they are 
bound to obey. No imputation therefore can lie upon any Officer 
of Justice for zeal and activity in procuring the conviction of per- 
sons offending against the laws. On the contrary, such activity is 
reputable and praiseworthy, and the penalties thus earned are to 
be considered only in the light of a legislative reward for doing aa 
essential service to the pubUc. 

Having said thus much, with a view to remove those groundless 
prejudices which have tended in no small degree to cripple the 
justice of the country, it may be useful to detail a few specific 
offences highly injurious to the interests of society, with the 
penalties which the law has authorised Courts of Justice and Ma- 
gistrates to inflict on the conviction of delinquents, that Constables^ 
whether parochial or stipendiary, may know that in the progress 
of rendering service to the public, while they act with purity and 
discretion, their meritorious exertions are not without a compe- 
tent reward. 
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F^ES AKD GRATUITIES TO CONSTABLES. 

Besides the advantages which an active and discreet Constable 

may derive from putting the laws in force as they apply to the 

foregoing and other offences injurious to the public interest, and 

to the cause of humanity, there are certain fees which usage has 

sanctioned for services actually performed ; namely,' 

For every warrant for an assault, breaches of the peace, bastardy, 

.J « « / if within one mile - /o t o 

misdemeanors, &c. icc.J^ p^, ^^^^^ additional half mik o o 6 

fif within one mile, and not 
For every summons, < exceeding a mile and a half o i o 

• t^For every additional half mile 006 

Further emoluments arise occasionally from voluntary gifts or 
gratuities, which, with the knowledge and consent of a Magis- 
trate, Constables may receive from individuals for useful and me- 
ritorious services ; but it must be voluntary, and not demanded ; 
and above all, neither claimed as alright, nor extorted, ^^^Ykcn per- 
sons apply to a Constable in consequence of any ofFence com- 
mitted against law, h^ office and duty compels him to use his 
utmost exertions ; and any attempt to make terms before he pro- 
ceeds on his duty will be deemed an act of unwarrantable extor- 
tion ; since the utmost he can legally claim is to be refunded bis 
reasonable cHirges : every thing else is a voluntary act of the per- 
son requiring his services. But it seldom happens, when a Con- 
stable by his activity recovers stolen property and brings offenders 
to justice, that he is not in some degree rewarded; and it is to be 
observed, that in many cases rewards are previously advertised for 
the apprehension or conviction of offenders, in all which instaoces 
a fair claim to such reward is established to. him whose services 
have entitled him to demand it. 

The advantages therefore which arise from serving the office of 
a Constable may be thus summed up : 
1st, The Satisfaction which every honest man feels in having 
conscientiously discharged an important duty to his country 
with zeal, discretion, and fidelity, 
ad. The parliamentary rewards which may arise from apprc-' 
hending and contributing to the conviction of of&nders, whose 
offences are specified in page 17. / 

3d. The advertised rewards to be paid by Gbvernmcnt, ox 

others offering the same, | 

4th. The proportion of penalties which may l^e obtained by 
convicting persons charged with the different offences detailed 
in pages 58 and 67 inclusive. 
5th. The fees of office in serving warrants and summonses, &c, 
6th. The voluntary gratuities of persons employing Constables, 
and paid with the consent of Magistrates, in consequence 01 
some useful or meritorious service, producing the recovery of 
lost property, or in apprehending and convicting offenders 
where no parliamentary or jtdvcrtised rewftrd is received.. 
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Thus has the Author of this Work endeavoured not only to ex- 
plain the duties incumbent on Constables to perform, but also the 
advantages on the one hand, and the penalties and forfeitures on 
the other, which attach to neglect or non-performance oi the 
various important functions which the law and usage of the 
country has assigned to Peace Officers in general. 

But while the absolute necessity of a due and faithful execu- 
tion of these various duties is urged, not only by an appeal and 
reference to the numerous laws wnich have been made at different 
times to enforce thetn, nothing has. been omitted to sheW the 
benefits and advantages which will result both to the Constable 
and to the community at large, by an active and zealous discbarge 
of this most important office. Every person upon which it may 
devolve ought to feel a pride in exccisting it in a manner creditable 
to himself and useful to the community, by taking all due pains 
in the first instance to inform himself of the duties which are as- 
signed him, and when so informed^ to leave nothing undone that Is 
incumbent on him to perform ; and on no account to omit those 
particular and indispensable duties which relate to alehouses^ 
juries f them/ViV/a, the biHeting of soldiers^ &c. and every other 
duty where lists or returns in writing are necessary i in all which 
cases the greatest accuracy is required^ as such returns are made 
upon oath, which renders it of the utmost importance that there 
should be no concealment where the law requires a complete dis- 
closure of all that is known without favour or affection. By such 
a line of conduct, a Peace OfEcec on quitting his situation, will 
have the satisfaction of reflecting that he executed the important 
trust reposed in him with fidelity and honesty, so as not only to 
have the approbation of his own conscience, but tbe good opinion 
ef Magistrates, and the applause of the parish or community for 
which he served bs a Constable. 

Cottdubsng <^(ertiation$( rejecting t!)e Choice tA 

Seeing that the state of morals and society call for a degree of 
capacity, knowl^ge, vigilance, and activity proportioned to the 
exigency of the case, it becomes an important desideratum to be 
select in the choice of persons who are to execute the office of 
Constables. 

The law has provided no other civil institution by which the 
public are to be guarded against the injuries arising from those 
vices and criQies which disturb the peace of society, and render 
life and property in a certain degree insecure. The connection, 
therefore, between the Magisuate and the Constable, and between 
|)oth and the public at large> is of infinitely more importance than 
can either be conceived or imagined by those who have not 
laiBUtely considered thrwbject. This impression on the mind of 
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the Author has kd to the publication q( this Work, which will 
not, when duly examined, be found less interesting to the whole 
community than to Peace Officers in general, — ^To x\it Leet Juries^ 
bodies politic and corpurdtCy parishes^ and other communities, or to 
Magistrates, (to whom it is assigned by law to choose and appoint 
Constables and other Peace Officeri?,) who will, throuj^h the me- 
ditrm of this publication, have an opportunity of conteriiplating 
Ihe multifarious duties ^hich mu^ be perfbrmed for the safety 
and well-being of the community, and which Constables duly au* 
thorised can only execute y it will be manifest how imperiously these 
respective ''bodies are called upon, especially in large cities and 
populous district$,.to be exceedingly select in their choice, both of 
principals and substitutes: and also when so chosen, that ^uch 
Constables should be well instructed with respect to the various 
duties assigned them. 

It (^annot fail to be obvious to all wljo attend to the Acts of 
the Legislature, that every Session of Parliament imposes new and 
additional duties both upon the Justices and the Constables, ren«- 
dering a greater degree ot capacity^ fitness^ and knowledge) necessary^ 
to execute their multiplied functions with utility and effect, as 
they regard the public Interest. It is therefore not an office, as has 
been erroneously supposed, which can be executed by ignofant 
and unlettered persons ; nor is it kn occupation which can be 
slighted, or a duty that can be carelessly or inefficiently perfofined 
without 2L manifest injury' to the best interests of society, whe- 
ther it regards the safety of the State, the protection of the sub- 
ject, or the security of the Public Revenue. 

The common law and the statutes have not specified in^ny po- 
sitive exemptions ;• a very considerable proportion of the people 

• EXEMPTIONB AND DISC^ALIflCATIONS. 

The exemptions sanctioned oy^eiw and usage from serving tl)e office of 
Constable, would seem to be comprised within the following. description of 
persons : . 
X. Where it is the custom of a town that the inhabitants shall serve in their 
turns, there seems to be no exemption i and it has been held in such 
causes that practising physicians and medical men in general, and even 
Mtjcmeny are not exempted, since in such cases tliey niay procure substi« 
tutes who are competent to the office.— //a^uJlwj. 
a» By $2 Hen^ VIII. cap. 40. The President, commons, and fellows of the 
faculty of physic in London are exempted. 

3. By 18 Geo. II. cap. 15. Surgeons of the corporation of London are 

freed and exempted. 

4. By 6 and 7 Wm. cap. 4. Apothecaries in London, and within, seven 

miles thereof, (being free of the Apothccarys* Company,} are exempted. 
S» By the same Act. Apothecaries in the country, who have served a seven 

years apprenticeship, are also exempted* ^ 

6. According to Hawkins, sworn attornies, and other officers in the Courts 

of Westmitisfcr arc exempted. 
7« Ditto, • Barristers at law practising in the Courts are 

presumed to have the. ss^in^ exemption. 
8« DittOy • Tkc servants of members of Parliament, ditto* 
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I 

at large appear to beeligible to serre in rQts^Uoiijr according lo the 
choice which may be made ; but the advanced state of society, and 
the Important anduseful occupations of individuals, who are epgaged 
In pursuits of commercei trade, and manufacturers, render it im- 
possible to expect that they shpuld serve in their own persons ; but 
while it is the interest of mex^ of prpperty and substance to con^* 
* tribute to whatever serves to add to the gieperal security, with this 
view, an extended premium to obtain fit and able men would not 

« 

9. Recording to Uawkuvs, Aldermen of the city of London, are exempted. 

10. Ditto - Justices of the Peace in the county where they 

act. 

11. Elder Brethren of the Trinity- house, but not the ybungcr BretJiren. 
13. By Act of I Win. cap. iS. Preachers in holy 'orders, or pretended holy 

orders tolerated by law, and subscribing and. taking the oaths, an 

exempted. 
13. By^io ajid II Wm. cap..a3. Persons prosecuting a felon to conviction, 

or him to whom the certificate comnrionly called a Tyburn Ticket is 

assigned by such prosecutor^ within the parish where the offence was 
' I committed, are exen^)ted9 but not ehewhere; 
X4, B^ ^ Geo. III. cap. oo* A person servipg ^r himself as ^ private man 

in the militia, is exempted. - . 

And finally, it has been held that officers of the army in immediate service^ 
gentlemen of quality, and practicing physicians*, ought hot to be chosen in 
any town .whire there are stifficient persons .besides to execuife the office of 
Constable ; but where this is not the case, it wo|ild seem that usage or cus- 
tom cannot exempt fitting persons from this x>ffice. 

By Acts of 31 Geo. II. cap» 17. No person shall be chosen a Constable in 
Westminster who is 6^ years of age. 

By 29 Geo. II. cap. 25, In Westminster no alehouse keeper can be chosen 
a Constable; and Constables: are disqualified from keeping alehouses. Strong 
reasons may be urged why. this rule should b< generally practised by Court 
Leets and other authorities in every city, town, and county in the kingdom, 
since it is impossible, that a publican can execute the duties of this important 
office with advantage to fihe public. 

There are other classes of. the community who arc also exempted, cither 
from their vices or their ignorance and want of a sufficient education to enable 
them to execute the office in any shape without the hazard of public injuTi 
nahiely: 

1. Persons of dissolute manners, having no property, and without those qua- 

lities which can bq^et confidence. 

2. Notorious drunkards, profane swearers, and persons without property, 

prudence, or discretion. 

3. Persons who arc unable either to read or write, and unable to pay a deputy. 

4. Persons who, although able to read, cannot write, ditto. 

5. Persons who, though otherwise qualified, have not property, or strength 

of body from decrepitude or other causes to execute the duties with effect. 

6. And in general all other pei^ons are deemed unfit who are not, accord- 
[ ing to the legal description, idoneus homo, or in other words, " who have 

not honesty to execute the office truly, without malice, affection, or par- 
} tiality ; — knowledge to understand what they ought to do j— and abi' 

j lity, as well in substance or estate as in body^ to execute the office with 

f effect ;'* — from all which is to be inferred, that the person executing the 

I office of a Cohstable, whetlier a principal or substitute, ought to be 

' men of good character^ possessing education, knowledge and abilities suf- 

iiccnt to comprehend their duty, and that portion of bodily strength 
which is necessary^ to execute the office with effect. 
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be conciilered as an object, where the expense incurred -amiU'ohly 
take place once or twice at most in the course of a man's life* 

In large communities, there are generally men ^o be found whfl^ 
on being properly remunerated, would 'npt onjy, undertake ani 
execute this duty with ability and effect: but would give to the 
office that degree of respectability in the view oj the pubUc wMch 
its important functions have bestowed in reality, 

A proper and useful knowledge of all the duties, as tkey regard 
the public interebt, (which have of late years become so.ejftensive^) 
can scar,ce be . acquired during the period of a year. — :Tbe greal 
body pf the Peace Officers (who in jEngland and Wales cannot b^ 
much s^ort of 12,000) must necessarily be composed of meh wfao^ 
with a few exceptions in large communities, serve in theii dwn 
right, and it would neithef be expedient nor proper to disturb this 
ancient system ;* but it would nevertheless be of the greatest u$e» 
where substitutes are indispensable, that they should be composed 
of intelligent individuals; and inen at least of son^e ptroperty^ 
who would assist the pthers by their knowledge and experience, 
giving to the whole that degree pf re^pecttibility, energVf and 
efficiency which cannot even be hoped for where the major part 
are more or less uninformed, and many are not able to cOmpre** 
hend either the nature 91 l^xtent pf the duty incumbent on thecoilo 
perform. * 

But such select persons as substitutes are not to be obtained, 
unless a more extended field is opened for the choice.— If the lair 
admitted of no substitutes, it cannot be denied that upon this 
broad principle the burden would be grievous on men of pro- 
perty, engaged in the general pursuits in life, and whose time is 
totally occupied: but this difficulty is removed by qdeans of. sub* 
Stitute officers, which it would seem right to admit, in all cases 
where the principals are either too much occupied in their own 
affairs, or are otherwise dbqualified, frsm bad health or other 
causes, althougti eligible to be chosen« 

• It appears from the returns made to Parliament under the authority ofr 
the Act for ascertaining the Population in the year iBoi^ that there are in 
England 683 and in Wales 83 districts, under the denomination oi hundreds, 
wards f liberties, wapentakes, and divisions, presumed to make in the whole 766 
high comtabltwicks. From this authority it would not be too much to presume 
that each hundred or district had on an average a High 'Constable and 1% 
petty Officers, which, including the *j6C High Constables, would amount to 
12,256. The same returns ot population state that in England aad Wales 
there are 586 grand divtmns ; presuming these to be in general the high con* 
stablewicks instead of the hundreds, &c, and that upon an average there are 
20 petty Constables in each grand divison, which is certainly not over- 
stretched, (since in the division of the Tower hamlets there are no less than 
220 Peace Officers under one High Constable, and in the divison oT Holborn 
96,) upon this data therefore it should seehi 

That in England and Wiiles there are at least of High Constables $%6 
Petty Constables and other Peace Officers • « 11,720 

Total 1 2,306'* 
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. THe great object is to have this important service to the com- 
munky performed by persons in every respect fit for the various 
Mi Multiplied duties which the law requires. — This however, it 
b'lo' be feared, cannot be attained unless the choice is extended 
to all who are not specifically exempted by law. 
"'When it is considered that (comparatively speaking) none but 
men of substance and estate, having property, require that protcc- 
^iiMwhic^' Constables are assigned to aiford, it would seem reason- 
aMd to look to this resource for the means of finding respectaile, 
aiky' and* intelligent men as substitutes in large communitiesy be- 
cauM through no other medium can they be suflitiently remu- 
iierated.^-«-It is the interest of all men of property that such a state 
iA things should take place ; and to those to whom the power of 
choD^ng Peace Officers is committed, it is equally important that 
every means should be pursued, consistent with law and usage, to 

f prevent the extensive duties assigned to Constables to perform 
rpm being placed in^ untit hands. ; 

■ Jt is thus that a most important branch of the Tolice of the 
country is to be improved. It is by such'li'theasure that greater se- 
curity is to be extended to the peaceful siibject ; anil the laws in 
general carried into execution in a manner H^alculated to diminish 
crimes and other pented oflfencesi iind ultimately to improve the 
general state of society. 
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Addenda to note in page 3S and 39. 

Ijy the Act of 4.2 Geo. Ill, cap. 108. The rates allowed to innkeepers for 
non- commissioned officers and soldiers quarter ed gpon them are increased ^^ 
is, 4d. per <fajr for diet and small beer ; and one halfpenny a day is also 
aUowed for the. articles formerly furnished gratis ; and i*. 2d. per dlay shall 
be paid for hay and straw for horses instead of 64. as directed by thelbrmer 
Act. ' ^ 
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APPENDIX, No. I. 






L Hfi Magistrates* having taken into their serious Considera"*. 
tion the various and increasing Evils arising from ill regulated. 
Public Houses f so hurtful to the Morals of thelow^r Orders of So- 
ciety^and so injurious to themselves and to th^ Individuals com-, 
posing^ their Families, and being anxiously solicitous not only ^o 
correct those Abuses which lead to the corruption of Morals and] 
to Crimes, but also to support and encourage all Publicans who 
shall conduct themselves in a regular and proper Manner, have 
established the following 

RULES AND ORDERS 

For the Information and Instruction of all Publicans, hereby en- . 
joining and directing the Constables to post up a Copy of the same , 
in a conspicuous Place within the Bar of every licenced Alehouse 
within their respective Constablewicks, and to replace the same as 
often as they shall be taken down or defaced \ and that none may 
pretend Ignorance, the Magistrates recommend to all Publicans ' 
the attentive Perusal of the said RULES and ORDERS, hereby 
declaring theif firm Resolution not to renew the Licences of thosav 
Publicans who shall not strictly comply with the same. 

RULE L 

Every Publican licenced this Year, who has formerly kept or 
now keeps a Liquor Shop or Wine Vault, and who retails'Gin and 
other Spirits without having a regular Tap-Room and Bar, and 
selling a proportionable Quantity of Beer, will not be licenced next * 
Year, nor shall such Licences be transferred in the Course of the 
Year, unless Houses of this Description are previously converted 
into Alehouses* 

RULE IL 

No Publican shall permit unlawful Combinations of Workmen, 
debating Clubs, or Combinations and Confederacies for seditious 
Purposes, to assemble in his House, nor any immoral or seditious 
Publications to be read in his said House, on any Pretence what^* 
soever, as he will thereby incur the severest Penalties of the 
Law. (i) 

(i) By 39 Geo. III. cap. 79. Persons suffering unlawful Combinations 
and Confederacies in their Houses to forfeit ^^5. for the 
iirstj and j^20. 'for the second Offence, or three Months 
Imprisonment, or may be transported. And if a Publican 
suffers seditious or immoral Publications to be read in his 
House, he will forfeit his Licence. Penalties half to the 
Informer. 

* These ^ules and Orders, with some v^iatiotis applicable to local cir« 
fumstances, were sanctio^icd by the Magistrate^ in ih% city 9f WtMPUOSter^ 
>iirly 10 the year iSoa. 
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RULE III. 

Young Men under Age, Apprentices, Journeymen or Labourers, 
ihall not be harboured or encouraged to loiter away their Time in 
the House of any Publican, nor shall such Persons be permitted to 
play at any Game whatsoever, neither shall any sedentary or idle 
Game be permitted in Alehouses, such as Cards, Dice, Domino, 
Shuffle Board, What's o'Clock, Four Corners, Tables, Missisippi, 
Draughts, Sibley Table, Bumble Puppy, Ringing at the Bull, or 
any other unlawful Game, whereby tne labouring People may be 
seduced from their Occupations to spend their Time in Idleness 
and Profligacy ; and no Person whatsoever shall be allowed by any 
Publican to remain tippling and wasting Time idly until intoxi- 
cated with Liquor ; nor shall any Publican draw Beer, Spirits, or 
any other Liquor, to Persons coming into their Houses in a State 
of Intoxication* (i) 

RULE IV. 

No Publican shall, on any Pretence, harbour in his House an} 
known or reputed Thieves, Rogues, Vagabonds, common Prosti- 
tutes, and loose, idle, and abandoned Characters ; neither shall 
Watchmen nor Patroles be permitted to have liqudt in their Houses 
during the Hours of Duty. (2} 

RULE V. 

It is particularly expected that Publicans shall, on no PrMence 
whatever, allow Soldiers to tipple in their Houses, or suffer thtm 
to have Liquor after Ten o'Clock at ^ight, nor draw Liquor at 
any Time to Soldiers in a State of Intoxication ; nor shall any 

/iN n., . T««,«e • ^or, ^ r Publicans who suffer Tippling shall for- 
I i^narles l. cap. 4. ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^.^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ Offence. ^ 

(1) By 26 Geo. IL cap, 31. Publicans suffering unlawful Games In 

their Houses, or Disorders therein, shall forfeit their Re- 
cognizance, and be disqualified from keeping an Ale- 
house for three Years. 
(i) By 30 Geo. 11. cap. 24. Publicans suffering Journeymen, La- 
bourers, Servants, or Apprentices, to game in their Houses, 
forfeit 40s. for the first Offence, and ;f 10. for every sub- 
sequent Offence.— One-fourth to him or her who shall 
^contribute to the Conviction. 

(2) By 17 Geo. IL cap. 5. Persons who shall knowingly permit Rogues 

and Vagabonds to lodge and take Shelter in their Houses 
and Premises, and shall not deliver them to the Constable, 
or carry them before a Justice, shall forfeit not less than 
10s. norNinore than 405. — One-half to the Informer. 
(2) By 1^ Geo. Jll. cap. 90. Publicans harbouring Watchmen or 
Patroles while on Duty, or suffering them to tipple, shall 
forfeit 205. for the first, 40*. for the second, and £$* for^ 
the third Offence. 
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Publican run Scores with Soldiers upon the Credit.of their Cloaths 
or Mih'tary Accoutrements, or allow Chelsea Pensioners to get 
deeply in Debt by a wasteful Expenditure of Money on the Credit 
of their Pensions, (i) 

RULE VL 

Every Publican is strictly enjoined to shut up his House during 
the Hours of .Divine Service on Sundays, Good-Friday, and 
Christmas-Day; and not under any Pretence, during the Hours 
of Divine Service in the Parish Churchi to draw Beer or other 
Liquors to Lodgers, or suffer Strangers or others to remain tip* 
pling, or any Person to enter his said House, except the Members 
of his own Family and the Parish Officers and Constables* (2) 

RULE vn. 

No Publican shall suffer Lottery Offenders to take Numbers in 
his House, nor to draw the Little Go Lottery. Smashers or 
Dealers in base Money attempting to dispose of the same, must be 
detained until a Peace Officer receives them in Charge. Duffers 
and Smugglers must be prevented from disposing of their Goods in 
Alehouses: Nor shall. any Publican, by himself. Servants, or 
Inmates, permit any private Dealing in Goods suspected to be 
stolen, or in Corn, Provender, Poultry, or Provisions, brought 
from the Country, and suspected to be unlawfully procured. (3) 

RULE VIIL 

Wherever any Publican has reason to suspect that any reputed 
Thief 9 Utferer of Base Money ^ Lottery Vagrant j or any loose, idle, 
or suspicious Persons are assembled in his House, with a View to 
any unlawful or criminal Design, he shall immediately apply to 
a Magistrate, or the nearest Parish "Constiable, that, ir the Sus- 
picion is well founded, the Parties may be apprehended and dealt 
with according to Law. (4) 

(0 By 41 Geo. III. cap. 11. I^ersons buying, receiving, exchanging, 
or detaining Arms, Cloaths, or Regimental Necessaries, 
, shall forfeit jf 5. for each Offence. 
(2) By 29 Cha, 11. cap. 7, and 1 Persons exercising their ordinary 
10 & 1 1 William, cap. 24. J Calling on the Lord's Day, (ex- 
cept dressing and selling Meat in Victualling Houses and 
Cooks' Shops, &c. and except Works of Necessity and 
Charity, and the Sale of Milk and Mackarcl before or after 
Divine Service,) shall forfeit 20s. for every Offence. 
(3} ^y 9 G^o* 1^* cap* 3S* Publicans or others knowingly harbouring 
Persons against whom any Process hath issued for ob- 
structing Officers of Excise, shall forfeit £ 100. 
(4) By 22 Geo. IIL qap. 47. All Persons not having a Licence who 
de^l in Tickets, or sell Chances, or take Insurances, shall 
be punished as Rogues and Vagabonds under the 17 
Geo. IL cap. j^ and shall bQ imprisoned in the House of 
Correction. 

M 
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RULE IX. 

• • ■ 

It is expected, that wherever any Cifcufflstance comes to the 
Knowledge of a Publican, relative to Persons who have committed 
criminal Offences, they shall immediately communicate such In- 
formation as they may receive to a Magistrate or a Constable, (i) 

RULE X. 

No Publican shall suffer in his House, Yard, Qarden, or Pre- 
mises, Bear or Badger Baiting, Cock Fighting, Boxing,; or any 
other idle Amusement whereby loose and disorderly People may be 
Collected together. (2) 

RULE XL 

Every Publican is enjoined to shut up his House at the latest at 
Eleven o*Clock at Night, and not to open it until a reasonable 
Time in the Morning, Wherever it is known that any Publican 
harbours drunken Soldiers , and others in a State of Intoxication :— 
Prostitutes J and idle and disorderly Persons wandering abroad at 
untimely Hours in the Nighty and serves them with Liquor^ the 
Licence will not be renewed on the following Tear, (3) 

RULP XIL 

It is particularly expected bylhe Magistrates that every Publican 
shall keep in his Recollection that he has entered himself into 
Recognizance, and given Security that he shall ke^p good Rule and 
Order in his House during the Term of his Licence ; and that this 
cannot be effected unless he keeps himself sober, anJ shews a good 
Example to others, by a Conduct void of Offence, and by not suf- 
fering in his House any Cursing or Swearing, or any profane or 
indecent and obscene Language, or any Quarrelling or Fighting; 
to prevent all which, in Case of Need, he is hereby enjoined to give 
the Parties offending in Charge of a Peace Officer ; and finally, no 
Publican shall sell Ale, Beer, or Spirits, but by the legal Ale and 
Spirit Measures, according, to the Standard in the Exchequer ; nor 

(i) By 30 Geo. II. cap. 21. Suspected Persons offering Goods to sell, 
and refusing to give a satisfactory Account how they ob- 
tained the same, may be detained and given in Charge to 
Constable^ to be carried before a Justice to be dealt with 
according to Law. 

(2) By 26 Geo. II. cap. 31. Publicans doing any Act to forfeit their 

Recognizance, and being convicted thereof, the Licence 
becomes void, and they are disabled from holding any 
Licence for three Years, 

(3) By 4 James I. cap. 5. VPersons convicted of Drunkenness by tht 

21 James I. cap. 5. /View of a Justice, or Oath of one Witness, 
shall forfeit 5s. or be placed in the Stocks : and every Con- 
stable neglecting his Duty in detecting Offenders^ sjiaU 
forfieit los. 




shallh*, at any Tipie, refuse Admittance to Parish br Police Con^'^ 
stables* in the Discharj^e of their Duty, in. seeing that these Rules 
and Orders are strictly obeyed, (i) 

• 

(i) By 7 James I. cap. lo. If any Alehouse Keeper be convicted of 
Drunkenness, besides the other Penalties of the Law for 
this Offence, he shall be entirely disabled from holding a 
Licence for three Years. 
By. it & 12 William, cap. 15. Every Retailer of Ale or Beer, who 
'" sjiall not sell the same in a full Ale Quart or Ale Pint, ac- 

cording to the Standard in the Exchequer, shall, on Con- 
viction, forfeit 4pf. antl not less than 105.: half to the 
Informed-. 
- By 19 Gep. IL cap. zi. Persons convic.ted of profanely Cursing and 
Swearing, shall forfeit 1 5.. if a Labourer, Soldier, or Seaman; 
and zs. if uAder'tlVe Degree of a Gentleman ; and 55. if of, 
or above the Degree of a Gentleman. — The second Offence 
double Penalties (after the Conviction for the First,) and 
the third and every subsequent Offence treble. 

That the Public at large, and particularly the Magistrates, may 
be able to estimate the importance of preserving good rule and order 
in Alehouses upon an uniform system, as a rtieans of preventing 
those excessive evils which are generated in ill-regulated Public 
Houses, the following estimate of the number in England and 
Wales is here given : 

rCity of London - -'-(.--- 820 

I» City and Liberty of Westminster . - - - 990 
Hamlets of the Tower of London, and Tower Liberty > - 1,050 
Division of Holborn - - ^ .- - 750 

Division of Finsbury - - - -*-.-■ 390 
Division of Kensington - - • — - • 260 
Borough of Southwark and Vicinity - - - - 950 

— ^.S>^io 
.Towns arid Villages in the Vicinity of the Metropolis, about - 790 

6,000 

In the other Cities Towns and Counties of England and Wales 
(supposed) about - - - • - .- - 44,9po,. 

Total 50,000 
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APPENDIX, No. il. 

Explaining the Dalies of Watcbmen arid Patrolei^ in 

large Cities. , 

X HE Watchmen shall assemble at the Watch*-lwjuse every even- 
ing half an hour before the time appointed for their being at their 
particular Beats or Stations, :|vith their Watch«^b&ts, Lanthorns, 
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and Rattles* After their names are called over, the Warden of the 
Watch or Constable of the Night, shall read to them with an 
audible voice the following 

RULES AND ORDERS. 

RULE I. 

Each Watchmen shall go round his Beat or Walk twice every 
hour, and proclaim the hour of the Night in a distinct and clear 
manner, and with an audible voice, so as to be clearly understood 
by the Inhabitants. 

RULE IL 

£ach Watchman in going his Rounds, shall carefully observe 
and try whether the House, Shops, Cellars, Gates, &c. within 
his Walk are well secured ; and if any Door, Window-shutter, 
Gate, &c, be not fastened, he shall forthwith give notice to the 
Occupier, and lend his assistance (if necessary) in securing the 
same. 

RULE in. 

Every Watchman, while on duty, shall do the utmost in his 
power to prevent all mischiefs happening by Fire, by conveying 
immediate notice tp the Engine Keepers and Turncocks, or the 
house or houses in danger, and where the same are situated, that no 
time may be lost in procuring assistance. He shall also give notice 
to the Constable of the Night, that he may call up the Constables 
of the Parish to give their attendance immediately, to preserve 
order and to prevent depredations from being committed on the 
sufferers. 

RULE IV. 

Every Watchman, while on duty, is bound to do his utmost to 
prevent all Murders, Burglaries, Robberies, Affrays, and other 
outrages during the Night, and for this purpose he is authorized 
to arrest and apprehend Night fFalkers who are disorderly, or com- 
mitting breaches of the peace, also Malefactors ^ Rogues^ Vagabonds^ 
and otner loose, idle, and disorderly persons ; and all persons sleep- 
ing in the open air, or lying, or loitering in any Street^ Square^ 
Courts Lane,Mewsi Tar J, JiUy, Passage or Place^ with an ap- 
parent intention to commit Felonies ; and to deliver the persons so 
apprehended to the Constable of the Night, to be there searched 
and their names and offences entered in the Watch-Book, and the 
• Prisoners detained, until they can be brouebt before the Magistrates 
in the morning, when the Watchman or Patrole is to attend to give 
evidence. 

N.B. By Act of 22 Geo. HI. eap. 58. All Watchmen are authorized 

to stop and search all suspicious persons carding BurtbemZm 

. mndUs, or farctis, and all Cacts*and Carriages passing 
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at untimely hours, with goods suspected to be unlawAilly 
^ obtained, and if a good and satisfactory nccount is not ob- 

tained, to carry the parties and goods to the Officer of the 
Night, to be examined and detained if he shall see cause 
so to do.— ^ Hackney Coaches and Carts taking goods 
at late hours in the Night,iW early hours in the Morning, 
'are also to be examined and stopped where there is sus« 
picion of Felony. 

RULE V. 

The adjoining Watchman^ on a signal made by the Rattle or 
outcry, shall assist his neighbour Watchman ; but shall not remain 
longer than the case requires, nor shall on any pretence be absent 
from his Beat (unless when any of the aforesaid duties require the 
same) during tne time of keeping the Watch.- 

RULE VL 

No Watchman on any pretence shall ro into any Alehouse or Gin 
Shop during the time of Watching, unless called there on account 
of an Affray or Breach of the Peace, or to apprehend a Felon, or 
some Malefactor, dr disorderly Person, on pain of immediate dis« 
missal, and be^ng mulcted of all the wages then due to him. 

By 14 Geo. III. Cap. 90. All Publicans (in Westminster. 8cc.) who 
harbour Watchnaen, Patroles, or Beadles while on Duty, 
or who serve them with Liquor, forfeit 20s. for the first, 
40$. for the second, and £$. for every subsequent Offence. 

RULE VIL 

No Watchmen shall be Drunk at the time he goes upon duty, 
or at any time during the Night, on pain of immediate dismission, 
besides being fined by the Justice or put in the Stocks ;* and such 
person shall not be elegible to be employed again as a Watchman. 

RULE VIIL 

No Watchman shall on pain of immediate dismission, extort, ask, 
depnand, or receive from any person committing any offence any 
money whatsoever, for the purpose of permitting him or her to 
escape ; nor from any woman as a licence to permit her to walk 
the streets on any jpretence whatsoever ; or to screen such women 
from punishment, when they commit breaches of the peace autho- 
|:i«ing Watchmen to apprehend them. 

RULE IX. 

AH Watchmen, on their respective stations, shall observe the 
JLamps, and see that they burn well, and give a proper light, and 
where they only glimmer or are eiitinguished before the proper 
time, that notice thereof be given to%e Officer of the Night on the 
following evening, that he may note down the same in hb Watch 
^k| and m^^ a gem^ral Report of all deficiencies to the Trustees* 



t 86 3 

• RULE X. 

If any Watchman be prevented by sickness, or any sufficient 
reason from attending his Duty, he shall give notice thereof before 
Five o*Clock, to the Warden or other head Officer of the Watch ; 
and at the same time, send his Great Coat, Lanthorn, and Rattle, 
&c. that he may appoint one of the Supernumerary Watchman to 
attend for him ; and if without such authority, any Watchman 
shall appoint another person to do Duty for him, he shall be 
discharged. 

RULE XL 

If any Watchman, while on Duty, shall lose bis Great Coat, 
LanthQrn,.RattIe, (or arms where he has any) or any of his accou- 
trements, he shall be- discharged and be for ever after rendered 
incapable of being employed 9S a Watchman. 

RULE XIL 

On the death or discharge of any Watchman, the pay due to 
him shall be stopped until the Great Coaty Lanthorn^ Rattle^ and 
other accoutrements, shall be delivered up to the Warden or other 
head Officer of the Watch, or other person appointed to receive 
the same. 

PATROLES. 

In large cities, Patroles are required frequently to commence 
their Duty immediately after dark, to detect Robberies before the 
Watch is set ; and afterwards to notice that the Watchmea do 
their Duty, and to make a true return to the Constable of the 
Night of all neglects of duty or misbehaviour ; all which ought to 
be inserted in the Watch Book, and a Copy thereof laid before the 
Trustees or Managers for their inspection in the morning. 

Note. The Twelve Rules laid down for the Watchmen, with 
some small variations, are to be considered as the Rules for regulat- 
ing the duties of the Patroles, whose powers to apprehend Of- 
fenders, and to stop and search suspected persons with Burthens or 
Parcels, &c. are the same as the Watchmen. 



BEADLES. 

* •> - 

Beadles in large cities, are generally appointed twice every Night 
or oftener, to Patrole in, and through xh^ Squares ^ Streets^ Lanes ^ 
^Heys, Courts y Passages ^ and Places within their Parishes ; arid to 
notice the behaviour of the Watchmen and Patroles, and to make 
true returns to the Constable flf thie Night, of such as shall appear 
iiegligerit or remiss in their Duty, or asleep intheir Watch Boxes, 

And the said Reports should be recorded in the Watch Book in 
the first instance^ and a Copy thereof signed by the said Beadles 
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As no detailed specific^) the following Table (which removes all 

Ambiguity with xti 99. It will not only prove a Direction to 

Pawnbrokers as toito pledge Property, to aaceitain to a Point 

what Interest they jthe Possession of the Pawnbroker* 



tor the 

lowest 

dum lent 




c^.f^T' ^^^Yl^.^Z for the half month-applications after the 

JiZr T ^^^Jl^^ ^subsequent month.— For the rates to be paid 
r duplicates and for ^^iwnb/okers. se« oa^es 67. 6a. :Lnd 6c. m ,!nV 



reati$e. 



iwnbrokcrs, sec pages 63, 64, and 65, in this- 
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and CQnstable'of the Night, should on tWenext morning be de- 
livered to the Clerk of the Trustees, or bthers having the Govern- 
ment of the Watch, to be by him laid before the Board. 

The following is an estimate of the Watthmen and Patroles 
employedto protect the Inhabitants of t-he Metropolis during the 
Night, against acts of violence and depredation. 
City of London, Watchmen and Patroles, about - 785 

City and Liberty of Westminster, ditto t- . ^- - goo 

Division of Holborn, ditto - - - , - - . » 370 
Division of Finsbury, ditto - - - '. ' ' i^o 

Division of the Tower Hamlets, and Tower Liberty, ditto 290 
Divisi6n of Kensington, Chelsea, &c. ditto - .. ,05 

Borpugh of Southwafk and vicinity, ditto -^ ' - * 86 

' "' 2,020 

Private Watchmen in difFerent parts of the Metropolis, ditto 1 80 



' ' ^ • • ^ ' y \ Total 2,2000 

All ofv^hom require specific instructions, and constant admo- 
nition. •' . 



APPENDIX, No. IV. 
GENERAL RULES 

RELATIVE TQ 

HACKNEY COACHES IN THE METROPOLIS. 

As Authorized by the Act ofrg and ^Oy cap. 47 ; and by the Bye- 
Laws of the Commissioners* 

N.B. There are at present 1,100 Hackney Coaches in the Metropolis y 

and Suburbs* 

RULE L 

Coaches to go ten miles out of Town» 

Every Hackney Coachman shall be obliged on every day of the 
week (unless he sh^U have been out twelve hours, or that there is 
some other reasonable excuses) to go to any place within ten miles, 
in case he shall have time to return before sun-set, or the fare shall 
undertake to return in such coach. 

RULE IL 

Coaches to go to the Country in the Night. 

Every Hackney Coachman (unless he shall have been out twelve 
hours, or have some othejr reasonable excuse^ shall be obliged at 
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anf hmr tf tht Night, to go upon all public turnpike roads tb: 
shall be lighted up any where within the disunce of two miles an 
a half from the ends, or extreme parts of the several carriage- vf.: 
pavemenCE of the cities of London and Westminster and th 
suburbs thereof, where a regular continuation of carriage^n^a 
pavement doth extend. 

. RULE in. 

Fartt out if Town and not returning hefere Sun-ttt. 

Every Hackney Coachman hired to go into the country, an< 
discharged at such period of time as will prevent his return to thi 
nearest stone's end, or to the out stand from which he may hav< 
been taken beforr sun-ttt, he travelling at the rate of five miles an 
hour, shall in such case be allowed sixpence per mile for such 
ground he may have to return; and also t\ia full fare for such 
ground as he shall travel after sun-set, at the rate of five miles an 
hour: computing k\x full fart into one ground or distance, sls if 
thefare had returned in the Coach. But if the sun is set before 
any Coach is discharged in the country, then the full fare may be 
legally demanded for the whole ground. 

RULE IV. 
Night Fares in Tawn. 
Every Hackney Coachman hired between twelve o'Clock at 
night, and six o'Clock in the morning, is intitled to demand six- 
pence on every shilling, in addition to the established rates. But 
this additional fare does not extend to Coaches hired and taken 
between the hours of ten and twelve at night, even although the 
Coach be not discharged till afier twelve at night, uiitess the fare 
shall exceed two shilhngs. 

RULE J,. 
Risfecting Farts in general aecerding te Distance. 

Hackney Coachmen are authorized to demand the following 
fares in the day-time, viz. s. d. 

For every distance not exceeffing one mile . _ i © 

Where the distance is more than a mile, and not exceeding 

a mile and a half - -- - - - i5 

Where the distance exceeds one mile and one half, and does 

not exceed two miles . - - - - 2 o 

AnrI so in oroponion for other distances. 

N. B. The space betwixt the stand and taking up the fare \% 

considered as part of the distance; And no fraction less than ax- 

pen«, cither for distance or time is to be reckoned, 

RULE VI. 

Respecting Fares calculated iy Time. 

Evcty Hacluiey Coachmen has on optioa of taking bis fuo 
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' j|{ier according to the length of ground, or the time occupied in 
^ accommodation of the hirer. 

XF"' Time. 

Ftir every forty minutes a Hackney Coach is in the service 

of the hirer -- -- - - lo 

For every twenty minutes afterwards ---06 
For a full day (not exceeding twelve hours) and before 

twelve o'Clock at night, and not exceeding twenty miles 18 o 

RULE VII. 
Respecting additional Fares depending on the Price of Oats. 

When the average price of Oats (computed according to the 
31 Geo. Ill, cap. 30,) 'shall exceed 251. per quarter, the Com- 
missioners for Hackney Coaches may cause an addition to bft 
made to the Fares, in the following proportions, vi%m 
For every fare amounting to 2x. the sum of - - 06 
For every fare amounting to 41. the additional sum of 10 

And so upon every increase of is. the -additional sum of td. 

But such additional fare is not to be payable, unless the Coach 
be taken the full distance, or kept in waiting the full period for 
which the original fare is allowed, so as to intitle the Coachman 
to the full two miles or four miles, as the case may be ; and no 
increase shall take place until published by the Commissioners in 
the Gazzette, which increase may continue till thirty days after 
the average price of oats shall be reduced to one Guinea a quarter* 

But when the average price of oats is reduced to one Guinea per 

Suarter, the following reductions must be made, vi%. s. d, 

In all fares above 2x. and under 51. the sum of - 06 

On all fares amounting to 51 and under 'js. and 6d. -to 
On all fares amounting to js. and 6d. and under lox. - I 6 
On all fares amounting to 10 s. and upwards - '20 

Of which reduction the Commissioners ^re to give notice in the 
London Gazette. 

RULE VIII. 

Respecting Hackney Coaches plying at the Theatres and all Public 

Places. 

Hackney Coachmen placing their Coaches at the side of the 
street, while in waiting at Public Places, or in any situation where 
they do not usually ply, shall be considered as liable to be hired 
the same as if on the Stand ; and on complaint to the Commis- 
tioners or the Magistrates, shall be fined for refusal, unless the 
person so refusing, shall produce positive proof of being actually- 
hired at the time. And when such proof is actually brought 
forward, reasonable compensation shall be oiade to the Coachman 
for loss of time. 

N 
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RATES OF HACKNEY CHAIRMEN. 

For the first hour (if paid by the hour) 
. For every hour afterwards . - - - 

For every distance not exceeding a mile 
For one mile mile to one mile and a half ' 
For every half mile afterwards - - - - 



5. 

I 
O 

I 
I 

o 



6 
6 
o 
o 
6 



NB. If any Coachman or Chairman shall refuse to go at, or 
exact more for his fare than acconting to the rates herein before 
specified, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding ^3. nor under lox.; 
and on misbehaviour, abusive language, or otherwise, the Com- 
missioners and Justices may revoke his Licence, and inSict a 
penalty ; and on non-payment, the offender may be committed to 
teridewell and be kept at hard labour for thirty days,— JjlrJ^^ /6^ 
different penalties detailed in page 61 in this Treatise. 
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A 

Abuse of power in Constables - - - page 48 

Affrays and Assaults, duty of Constables respecting them - • 10 

Alehouses, ditto, ditto, and penalties - - • 3> 4—58 

Alehouse's, Rules and Orders tor regulating Publicans, Appendix, No. 1. 79, 85 
Appraiser, his Oath relative to Goods taken in di'stress - - 44 

Apprehension of Offenders, duty of Constables respecting them « i3> 14 

B 

Bawdy Houses, duty of Constables respecting this Offence (see Lewdness) 5 

Billeting Soldiers, ditta respecting the same - , - 34 

Breaches of the Peace, ditto ditto - ,- - 10 

Bread, ditto respecting adulterated Bread - 2S 

ditto penalties - - - 6a 

Bullock Huntings ditto and penalties - . - 23 — 60 

Butter, ditto respecting mixt Butter - - sS 

Butcher's Meat^ ditto respecting unwholesome meat - ib. 



Chimney Sweepers, Penalties applicable to ill-treating Boys - 67 

Coaches, Chaises, and Carts, Penalties applicable to Offences relating 

thereto « « - * - . 24—60, 61 

Constabfe, The Antiquity of the Office, Preliminary Observations • ix 
Mode of chusing, idem - - x, xi 

Functions of Costables in London, idem . * xi. 

Police Constables, how appointed, idem • - xi, xii 
Duties of Constables greatly enlarged, idem - • xii 

Six different Classes of Constables in the Kingdom, idem xiii 
Legal qualifications of a Constable, idem - . - ib. 
Number of Constables in the Metropolis detailed, 1,045 in 

the whole idem - - ib. 

Substitute Constables, Observations on this Class - xiv 

To perambulate their Districts regularly - - i 

Duty respecting Alehouses, and penalties • . 3, 4 — jg 

Bawdy Houses, ditto - - 5 — ^^ 

Breaches of the Peace, ditto - - 10 

Bullock Hunting, ditto * . 23—60 

Carts, Drays, and other Carriages, ditto 24 — 69 
Courts of Justice - - * -" 1% — i^ 
Criminal Oflences, prevention - - 11 
Criminal Offences, detection and appre- 
hension of Offenders . - 13 
Deserters from His Majesty's service 41 — 42 
Drunkenness and penalties - 4— iS 
"Elections - - -* 20 
Fires • - - 21 
Fireworks - - • it). 
Gaming and the Lottery • • •; — 59 
Gardens and open Grounds - - 66 
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INDEX. 

Constable Duty respecting Goods unlawfully obtained.by suspicious 

Persons, and penalties - page iiy 12 — 65 
Gunpowder, ditto - 22 — 59 

Houses for Music and Dancing, dta 7 — ^59 

Juries - - - - 19 

King and Royal Family - - 43 

Lewdness and Debauchery, and penalties 6 — 59 
Lord's Day ditto 2 — 58 

Militia - - - 35 

Mobs, Riots, and Tumults - 30 

Nuisances and Annoyances - 25 — 27 — 62 
Obscene Books and Prints - 6 — 49 

Offenders, prosecution of , - 16 

Offenders, punishment of - it 

Officers of the Night attending Watch- 
houses in Cities and Towns - 49—52 
Prisoners conveying to Gaol expenses ^^ 
Profane Swearing, and penalties • 5 — 58 
Provisions, unwholesome, ditto - 2S — 62 
Rogues and Vagabonds, ditto - 8, 9, jo 
Soldiers, Billeting of - 34 — 39 
Soldiers (provision of Carriages for the 

same - - - 39 — 41 

Summons - - - 49 

Taxes, Land Tax, Malt Tax, Excise 

Customs^ and Hawkers and Pedlars 30, 32 — 6^ 
Traitorous Conspirafies against His Ma- 
jesty and Government - - 42 
Tythes, small - - - 32 
Warrants in general - - 4^, 4S 
Warrants of Distress, and making Distress 44 
Weights and Measures, and Frauds com- 
mitted - - - 28, 29 — 6a 
Constables, Expenses, how to be refunded to them - - 53> 55 
Fees for specific Duties, and summary View of advantages 6Z 
Penalties for neglect of Duty (summary View thereof) 69, 73 
Rewards for services performed - - 17—^6 — 69 
Abusing the Powers committed to them - - 4S 

D 

Dark Lanterns, Crows, and Picklock- Key sin the possession of persons 

apprehended - - - - - 13 

Dealers in Old Iron and other Metals, not to keep open Shop after 

dark - - . - . « '*> 13 

Detection of Offenders - - - - - i3»i6 

Disorderly Houses for Music and Dancing - - - 7— "59 

Distress, Duty of Constables in levying the same - - 44» 45 

Dog-Stealing, Penalties relating thereto " 66 

Drays and other Carriages, Duty of Constables in respect to Drivers 

offending and penalties - - - . 24— -60 

Drunkenness^ Duty of Constables respecting the Offence and penalties 4 — ^z 



Elections, Duty of Con stables in this respect . . ^^ 
JEmbczzTement of a Constable in levying Distress, penalties relating 

thereto - - - - - 6^ 

Escape of Prisoners, Duty of a Constable in this respect -^ 4l( 

Excise Laws, ditto - . • . 30 
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INDEX. 

Exemptions from serving the office of Constable (specification of 
persons) - - - , - page 75, 7^ 

Expenses of Constables for certain public duties to be refunded 53, ss 

High Constables in suppressing Riots, &c. to be refunded 54 
Constables in levying Distress to be refunded ' " SS 
Constables to be refunded by the Parish - 34 



Felonies, a specification of those punishable by Death - 15 

Felonies subject to a less punishment - - - ib. 

Felons may be apprehended without a Warrant - - 13 

Fires, Duty of Constables in this respect •• - ai 
Fire-works, Squibs, Rockets, &c. Duty of Constables respecting these 

Offences ... . . - Jb, 

Frauds in the sale of Provisions, ditto ditto - sS 

Penalties: applicable thereto « • -* 60,^% 



Gaming and the Lottery, Duty of Constables and penalties - 7—59 

Gardens and open Grounds, Offences committed there, and Penalties 

relative thereto - - - - "66 

Goods unlawfully obtained, and Penalties relative thereto ' 1 1, 12 — 65 
Gunpowder, Duty of Constables in this respect - • 2^*~59 

H 

Hackney Coaches, Penalties on Drivers for various Offences - 6t 

Hawkers and Pedlars, Duty of Constables respecting Offences committed 30 
Hawkers and Pedlars, Penalties applicable thereto - - 63 

High Constable, specific Duties and functions. Prelim. Observ. - ;tvi 
Houses, see Distress 
Hue and Cry, Constable's Duty in jhis respect - * >J 



Implements of Housebreaking - - - *>> *3 

Incorrigible Rogues, description thereof - - • 9 

Jews crying Bad Shillings to be apprehended - - 11 

Juries, Duty of Constables in this respect - - 19 

Juries for the. Coroner, ditto^ ditto - - - ib. 

K 

King and Roya!l Family, Conspiracies to injure them * 4% 



Land Tax . - - - - - 3« 

X^ws respecting Alehouses - - - 3> 4— 5^ 

Army (Military Act) - • - - 34 

Bawdy Houses and Brothels - - - 5 

Bullock-Hiinting - - -. - ^3 

Carts, Drays, and other Carriages on Streets and 

Highways - - - - ^5 

Constables, Penalties which may be inflicted on them 69, 70 
Cursing and Swearing - 7 " 5 

Disorderly Houses for Music and Dancing - 7 
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Laws respecting Distress Warrants - - page 44 

Drunkenness - - - • 4,5 

Fires - , - - - i[ 

Fire-works - - - - 21,21 

Gaming and the Lottery - - - 7 

Gunpowder - - - - « 

Lewdness and Debauchery - - 6 

Lords' Day (Breaches of) - - 2, 3 

Lunatics - - - ' - a] 

Militia - - - - 33 

Offences (minor) penalties applicable thereto 58—67 

Provisions - - - - 2S 

Public Nuisances - - - 25—27 

Revenue, Land and Malt Tax, Excise, Customs, and 

Hawkers, and Pedlars - - 30—31 

TunniUs and Riots - • - 20 

Tythes, small - - - 3* 

Vagrancy .... 8—10 

Watching - - , . 1—58 

Weights and Measures - - .19 

Lewdness and Debaucliery, Duty of Constables respecting this Offence, 
and penalties - - - - - ^—59 

Lewd Books and Prints - - - - 6 

London, particular duties of Constables in this jurisdiction (Prelerainary 
Observations) ... - . x— xv 

Lottery, see Gaming 

Lunatics, Duty of Constables in this respect - .23 

M 

Malt Tax, Duty of Constables in this respect - - 3° 

Militia Returns, the great labour attending the Duty, Prelim. Obscrv. . x^i 
Militia, Duty of Constables relative tliereto - 'SI 

Minor Offences - - - - - ^S 
Misdemeanors (specification of the principal of these recognized by 

Statute^aw) - - . - • 15 

Mobs, Duty of Constables in this respect - - - »» 

N - 

Nuisances, Duty of Constables as it relates to these Offences 25, 2^> *7 

Nuisances, Penalties applicable thereto « . ^ (n 

o 

Obscene Books and Prints, Duty of Constables respecting this Offence ^ 
Observation on the choice oTConstables - - 74; 75 

Office of Constable, Persons disqualified from serving - • IS^I^ 



Pawnbrokers Table of Interest allowed by Law, Appendix, No. Uh ^ 
Pawnbrokers, Penalties relative thereto - - - ^3> °J 

F<^ialties for offences relating to Alehouses, and Informers' share - ^ 



Bullock hunting, ditto ditto - ^ 

Chimney-sweepers' boys, ditto - J 

Coaches and Carriages, ditto - ^ 

Corruption of Morals, ditto - ^ 

Disorderly houses, - ditto - " 




INDEX. 

Penalties for Offences relating to Drunkenness, Informer's share page 5S 

Gaming, and the Lottery, ditto - 59 

Garden Sy &c. . ditto • "66 

Goods levied on by Distress, ditto - 45 

Goods unlawfully pawned, ditt^Q - 65 

Goods unlawfully obtained, ditto - 65 

Gunpowder and Fire-wOrks, ditto 58, 59 

Hackney Coathes, - ditto 61, 6 > 

Hawkers and Pedlars ditto - 63 

Lewdness, - ditto - 59 

Nuisances, - ditto - 52 

Pawnbrokers, - ditto 63, 64 

Provisions, Bread, &c. ditto - 6» 

Rogues and Vagabonds concealed, ditto 66 

Swearing ^^ ditto • 58 

Stealing Dogs, - ditto - 66 

Weights and Measures, ditto - 6% 

Police Constables, how appointed. Preliminary Observations - xi 

Prevention of Crimes (duty of Constables respecting this offence) zi, la, 13 

Profane cursing and swearing, ditto - - - ^ 

Prisoners apprehended, - ditto - - 14 — 48 — 51—53 

Prosecution of Offenders, ditto - - . - 16 

Punishment of ditto, - ditto - • - iS 



Qualifications of a Constable, Preliminary Observations • xiii 

Quartering of Soldiers and Marines - - . 34 — 39 

R 

Rent; see Distress. 

Rewards for apprehending Rogues and Vagabonds - - 10 

Rewards for activity in execitting the Laws • - - 5^> 73 

Rewards for prosecuting Offenders to Conviction - - ^ 16, 17 

Riots and Tumults, Duty of Constables in this respect - - ao 

Rogues and Vagabonds, description thereof . 8, 9 

Offence of concealing, penalties relative thereto 66 
Rubbish, see Nuisance. 

Rules and Orders forj-egulating Publipans, Appendix, No. L 79 — 83 

Rules apd Orders for regulating Watchmen and Patroles, Appendix, 

No. IL - - . . . 83-^86 

Rules applicable to Hackney Coachmen's Fares in the Metropolis, Ap- 
^ pendix» No. IV. - - - . . « 87 



Salt, Duty of Constables respecting Salt sold above the assize price a9> 3d 
Penalties relative thereto - . . 6 a 

Search Warrants, Duty of Constables in executing the same - 47 

Seduction of Soldiers from their allegiance • - - 43 

Soldiers, Regulations for quartering, Officers, and Men - 34*-39 

Regulations respecting Carriages, &c. on a March - 39 — 41 
Regulations relative to Deserters - - 4194a 

Stolen Goods, Duty of Constables in searching Persons and Houses 14 — 47 
Streets and Highways, Duty of Constables respecting Carts and Car- 
riages thereon - • - - - 24 
Substitute Constables, Observations on this class (Prelim. Observations) vii 
Summons, Duty of Constables relating thereto - - 49 
iwtariog profanely, and penalties ... S'^S^ 
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Traitorous Correspondence . . » P^S^ 4i 

Tithes, Duty of Constables respecting Small Tithes • ^i 



Vktuallersy see Alehouses. 

w 

Warrants of Distress, Duty of Constables in this respect - 44, 45 

in general. Duty and Power of a Constable in this respect 46, 47 

Watchmen, injarge Towns, Duty of Constables of the Night - 49 

their Duty explainedjn apprehending suspicious characters 12,13 

and Patroles, Rules and Orders, Appendix, No. II. 83 — S6 

Weights and Measures, Duty of Constables in this respect - 2S 

in Westminster^ Laws relative thereto - 29 

Penalties relative thereto - - ^2 

Westminster, Mode of chusing Constables in the City and Liberty 
(Preliminary Observations) ... - xi 



Ykiiited by W. Bulmer aild C09 
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